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The Story of Prince Ahmed and the 
Fairy Pari Banou. 


2 P TER the Srory of the inchant- 
ed Horſe, - the Sultaneſs Schehera- 
zade began this Story of rhe - Dit 
it * Par: Banon, and aflaming the Di 
courſe, ſaid, 
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i. e. Female Fairy or Genie. 
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Sir, There was a Sultan, one of your Ma- 
jeſty's Predeceſſors, who had peaceably fill'd 
the Indian Throne ſeveral Years, and had the 
Satisfaction in his old Age to have three Sons 
the Imitators.of his Vertues, and a Niece who 

was the Ornament of his Court. The eldeſt 
of the Princes was called Honſſain, the ſecond 
Ali, the youngeſt Ahmed, and the Princeſs 
his Niece * Nouronnthar. | 
The Princeſs Nouronnihar was the Daughter 
of a younger Brother of the Sultan's, to whom 
the Sultan in his Life-ttme allowed a conſider- 
| ableRevenue ; but that Prince hadnot been mar- 
0 ried long, before he died and left the Princeſs 
j very young. The Sultan, in Confideration thut 
| there was always a brotherly Love and Friend» 
| ſhip between them, and that the Prince his 
| 
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Brother was attach'd to his Perſon, took up- 
on himſelf the Care of his Daughter's Educa- 
tion, and brought her up in his Palace with 
the three Princes; where her Wit and Beauty, 
"which were ſingular, and her Virtue diſtin- 
| . her among all the Princefles of her 
Time. | 
The Sultan her Uncle propoſed to marry 
her, when ſhe arrived at a proper Age, and to 
contract an Alliance with fome neighbourin 
Prince by that Means: But when he n 
that the three Princes his Sons loved her paſſio- 
nately, he thought more ſeriouſly on that AF- 
fair. He was very much concern'd; but his 
Grief did not proceed from their Paſſions pre- 


„ , _.oa i...ic J oi. bet -. A a. FT n —— ww - a4 0 e A a _ a M Rheifl-. co . 


| 


vo 8. (53 


venting his forming an Alliance he deſigned: 
but the Difficulty he foreſaw to make them 
agree, and that the two youngeſt ſhould con- 
Eat to yield her up to their elder Brother. 
He ſpoke to each of them apart; and after 
having re monſtrated the Impoſſibility of one 
Princels's being the Wife of three, and the 
Trouble they might create, if they perfiſted 
in their Paſſion; he did all he could to per- 
ſwade them to come to ſtand to a Declaration 
of the Princeſs's in favour of one of them, or 
to deſiſt from theis Intentions, and to think 
of other Matches among the neighbouring 


Princes. But as he found them poſitively ob- 


ſtinate, he ſent for them all together, and ſaid 
to them, Children, fince for your Good and 
Quiet I have not been able to perſwade you 
no longer to aſpire to the Princeſs your Couſin; 
and as I have no Inclinatien - to make uſe of 
my Authority to give her to one preferable 
before the other two, I fancy I have thought 
of a proper Expedient, which will pleaſe you 
all, and preſerve the Union among you, if 
you will but hear me, and do as I would have 
you. L think it would not be amiſs, if every 
one trayelled ſeparately into different Coun- 
tries, ſo that you might not meet each other; 
and as you know I am very curious, and de- 
light in every thing that's ſingular, I promiſe 
my Niece in Marriage to him, that ſhall bring 
me the moſt extraordinary Rarity; and for 
the Purchaſe of the Rarity you ſhall go in 
earch after, and the Expence of travelling, 
1 will give you every, one a Sum of Money 
ranceabe 72 your Birth, which ſhall not be 


laid out in Equipage and Attendants, on 
; , 
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- diſcovering who you were, would not on- 
J deprive you of the Liberty to acquit your 
ſelves of the Inquiry you go about, but pre. 
vent your obſerving thoſe things, which merit 
the moſt your Attention, and may be the moſt 
uſeful to you, | 
As the three Princes were alu ays ſubmiſſive 
and obedient to the Sultan's Will, and each 
flatter'd himſelf, Fortune might prove favour. 
able to him, and give him the Poſſeſſion of 
the Princeſs Nouronnihar, they all conſented to 
it. The Sultan Tn them the Money he pro- 
miſed them; and that very Day they gave Or- 
ders for the Preparations for their Travels, 
and took their Leaves of the Sultan, that they 
might be the more ready to go the next Morn- 
ing. Accordingly they all ſhe out at the ſame 
Gateof the City, each dreſs'd like a Merchant 
attended by an Officer of Confidence dreſs'd 


like a Slave, and all well mounted and equipt. 


They went the firſt Day's Journey together, 
and lay all at an Inn, where the Road was di- 
vided into three different Tracts. At Night, 
when they were at Supper together, they all 
agreed to travel for a Year, and to make that 
Inn their Rendezvous; and that the firſt that 
came, ſſiould wait for the reſt 3 that as they had 
all three taken their 'Leaves together of the 
Sultan, they might all return. together. The 


next Morning by break of Day, after they 
had embraced and wiſh'd each other reci pro- 


cally good Succeſs, they mounted their Horſes 
and took each a different Road. 

Prince Houſſain the eldeſt Brother, who 
had heard Wanders of the Grandeur, Strength, 
Riches and Splendour of the Kingdom of 3¼ 
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nagar, bent his Courſe towards the hadi 
Coaſt ; and after three Months tra ve ling joyn- 
ing himſelf to different Caravans, ſometimes 
over Deſerts and barren Mountains, and ſome- 
times thro' rich fertile Countries, arrived at 
Biſnagar the Capital of the Kingdom of that 
Name, and the Refidence of its Kings. He 
went and lodg'd at a, Kh appointed for fo- 


| reign Merchants, and having learnt, that there 


were four principal Divifions, where Merchants 
of all Sorts ſold their Commodities and kept 
Shops, and in the. midſt of which ſtood the 
Caſtle, or rather the King's Palace, on a large 
Extent of Ground, as the Center of the City, 
and ſurrounded with three Works, and two 
Leagues diſtant from one Gate to another, he 
went to one of theſe Div iſions the next Day. 
Prince Houſſain could not view this Divi- 
fon. without Admir tion: It was large, and 
divided into ſeveral Streets, all vaulted and 
ſhaded from the Sun, and yet very light too. 
The Shops were all of a Size and juſt Sym- 
metro and: all that dealt in the ſame ſort of 
Goods liv'd,in; one Street, as alſo the Handi.. 
crafts Men, wha kept their Shops in the ſmal- 
er aur ed, A M A, 22 1 Ye 

The Multitude of Shops ſtock'd with all 
ſorts of Merchandices, as the fineſt Linens 
from ſeyeral Parts of India, ſome: painted in, 
the, moſt lively Colours, and repreſenting 
Beaſts, Trees and Flowers; Silks and Bro- 
cades from Perſia, China, and other Places; 
Porcelain both from Japan and China, and. 
Tapeſtries, ſurprized him ſo much, that he 
knew not how to believe his own Eves ; but. 
when he came to the Goldſmiths and Jewellers 
55 | H 8 (for 
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(for thoſe two Trades were exerciſed by the 


fame Merchants) he was in a kind of Extaſy, 
to behold ſuch prodigious Quantities of 
wrought Gold and Silver, and was dazzled by 
the Luftre of Pearls, Diamonds, Rubies, Eme- 
ralds, and other ——— expoſed to Sale. But 
if he was ſo much amazed at the Richneſs of 
one Place, he was much more ſurprized, when 
he.came to Judge of the Wealth of the whole 
Kingdom, by conſidering, that except the Bra- 
mins and Miniſters of the Idols, who profeſs 
a retired;Life, there was nor an Indian, thro! 
the Extent of that Kingdom, Man nar Woman, 
but what wore Necklaces, Bracelets and-Or- 
naments about their Legs and Feet, of Pearls, 
and other Jewels, which appeared with the 
eater Luſtre, as they were Blacks. | 
Another thing Prince * particularly 
admired, was the great umher of Roſe- 
ſellers, who crowded the Streets; for the 


Indians are ſo great Lovers of that Flower, that 


not one will ftir without a Noſegay in his 
Hand, or a Garland on his Head ; and'the 
Merchants keep them in Pots in their Shops, 
that the Air is perfectly perfumed. - 

After Prince Haxſſain had run thro” that 
Divifion, Street by Street, his Thoughts fully 
employ'd in the Riches he had feen, he was 
very much tir*d; which a Merchant perceiving, 
civilly invited him to fit down in his Shop, 
and he accepted of; but had not been fin 
down long, before he ſaw a Crier paſs by with 
a piece of Tapeftry on his Arm about fix foot 


ſquare, and cry'd it at thirty Purſes. The 


Prince call'd to the Cryer, and aſk'd him to 


ſee the Tapeſtry, which ſeemed to him to be | 


valued 


at end i Wn ca ns $$ oat cc £A 


„CWG oa 


1 ww „ yd Ao A „ Kya 


© CTY @S + 3 o& —< . 


8 


5 
; 
t 
1 
t 
2 
J 
e 
d 


r 1a . x.,vp, 


Vol. XIL (9) 


valued at an exorbitant Price, not only for. 
the Size of it, but the Meanneſs of the Stuffs 
when he had examined it well, he told 
the Cryer, that he could nvt comprehend 
how ſo ſmall a Piece of Tapeſtry, and of fo 
indifferent Appearance, could be ſet at ſo 
high a Price ? 

The Cryer, who took him for a Merchant, 
reply'd, If this Price ſeems ſo extravagant to 
vou, your Amuſement will be greater, when 
I tell you, | have Orders to raiſe it to forty, 
Purſes, and not to part with it under. Cer- 
tainly, anſwered Prince Houſſain, it muſt have 
ſomething very extraordinary in it, which 1 
know nothing of. You have gueſſed it, Sir, 
reply'd the Cryer, and will own it, when you 
come to know, that whoever fits on this 
piece of Tapeſtry, my be tranſported in an 
Ade wherever be defires to be, without 
being ſtopt by any Obſtacle. 

At this Diſcourſe of the Cryer, the Prince 
of the Indies confidering, that the principal 
Motive of his Travel, was to carry the Sul- 
tan his Father Home ſome 4ingular Rarity, 
thought, that he could not meet with any, 
which could give him more Satisfaction. If 
the Tapeſtry, ſaid be to the Cryer, has the 
Virtue you aſſign it, I ſhall not think forty 
Purſes too much, but ſhall make you à pre: 
ſent beſides. Sir, reply'd the Cryer, I have 
told you the Truth, and its an.caſy Matter tor 
convinee you of it, as ſoon as you have madg. 
the Bargain for forty Purſes, on Condition 
I ſhew you the Experiment: But as I ſup- 
pole, you have not ſo much about you, and 
to receive them, I muſt go with you 2 
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Klan where you Lodge; with the Leave of 


the Maſter of the Shop, we will go into the 
back Shop, and Iwill ſpread the Tapeſtry; 


and when we have both fat down, and ou 


have formed the Wiſh to be tranſported into 
your Apartment in the Khan, if we are not 
tranſported thither, it ſhall be no Bargain, 
and you ſhall be at your Liberty. As to your 
prefent, tho' I am paid for my Trouble by 
the Seller, I ſhall receive it as a Favour, and 
3 very much obliged to you, and thank- 
A * * 1 

On the Credit of the Cryer, the Prince 
accepted the Conditions, and concluded the 
Bargain, and having got the Maſter's Leave, 
they went into his back Shop, they both ſat 
down on it, and as ſoon wake Prince form'd 


his Wiſh, to be tranſported into his Apart- 


ment at the Khan, he preſently fouud himſelf 
and the Cryer there in the ſame fituation ; and 
as he wanted not a more ſufficient Proof of 
the Virtue of the Tapeſtry, he counted the 
Cryer out forty Purſes in Gold, and gave 
him twenty pieces for himſelt. 
In this Manner Prince Houſſain became the 
Poſſeſſar of the Tapeſtry, and was overjoyed, 
that at his Arrival at Biſnagar, he had found 
ſo rare a piece, which he never diſputed 
would gain him the Foffeſſion of Nouronni- 
har. In ſhort, he looked upon it as an impoſ- 
fible Thing for the Princes, his younger Bro- 
thers, to meet with any 'Thing to be com- 
pared with it. It was in his e by ſit- 


ting on his Tapeſtry, to be at the Place of 


Rendezvouz, that very Day: But as he was 
obliged to ſtay there for his' A" as 
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they had agreed: But as he was curious to 
ſee the King of Biſnagar, and his Court; and 
to inform himſelf of the Strength, Laws, 
Cuſtoms, and Religion of the Kingdom, he 
choſe to make a longer Abode there, and to 
ſpend ſome Months in ſatisfying his Curio- 
ty. | 
1 was a Cuſtom of the King of Biſnagar, to 
ive all ſtrange Merchants Acceſs to his Per- 
fon once a Week ; and by that Title Prince 
Houſſain, who would not be known, ſaw him 
often : And as this Prinee was handſome, 
witty, and extreme polite, he eafily difſtin- 
ouiſhed himſelf among the Merchants, and 
was preferred before them all by the Sultan, 
who addreſſed himſelf to him to be inform” 
of the Sultan of the Indies Perſon, and of the 


Government, Strength, and Riches of his 


Dominions. 


The reſt of his Time the Prince ſpent in 


ſeeing what was moſt remarkable, in and a- 


bout the City, and among thoſe Things, 
which were moſt worthy of Admiration, be 
viſited a Temple of Idols, which was built 
all of Braſs. It was about ten Cubits ſquare, 


and fifteen high, and that which was the 


greateſt Ornament to it, was an Idol, the 
Height of a Man, of Maſſey Gold; its Eyes 
were two Rubies, ſet ſo artificially, that it 
ſeemed to look at thoſe, who looked at it, - 
which Side ſoever they ſtood: Beſides this, 


there was another no leſs curious, in a Vil- 


lage, in the midſt of a plain, of ten Arches, 
which was a delicious Garden full of Roſes, 


and the choiceſt Flowers, ſurrounded with a 


ſmall Wall, breaſt high, to keep Cattle out. 
des H 3 | In 


(612) Vol XII. 


In the Midſt of this Plain was raiſed a Ter- 
raſs, a Man's Height, ſo nicely paved, that | 
the whole pavement ſeem'd to be but one 


fingte Stone. A Temple was erected in the 


Middle of this Terraſs, with a Dome about | 
fifty Cubits high, and might be ſeen for ſe— 
veral Leagues about. It was thirty Cubits | 


long, and twenty broad ; the Marble, of which 


it was built, was red, and extremely well po- 


liſhed. The Infide of the Dome was adorn- 
ed with three 
in ſhort, there was not a <= in the whole 
| Hiſhed with Baſ- Þ 
ſo Relievos,, and Figures of Idols, from Top 


ws. of fine Paintings: And 
Temple, but what was em 


to Bottom. 


Every Night and Morning there were ſuper- Þ 
ſtitious Ceremonies er in this Temple, 
U 


which were always ſucceeded with Sports, Con- 


at which all the Governors of Provinces and 


fortified Places, all Governors and Judges of | 
Towns, and the moſt celebrated Bramins were 
obliged to be preſent ; and ſome lived fo Þ 


far off, that they were four Months in com- 


Plain, of a vaſt, Extent, was a glorious Sight. 


In the Center of this Plain was erected a 
large 


ing. This Aſſembly compoſed of ſuch an 


innumerable Multitude of Indians, met in | 


2 93 


o 
: 


.certs of Mufick, Dancing, Singing, and Feaſts. 
The Miniſters of the Temple, and the In- 
habitants of the Place, had nothing to ſub- 
ſiſt on, but the Offerings of Pilgrims, who 
came in Numbers from the moſt diſtant parts 
of the Kingdom, to perform their Vows. | 
Befides all this, Prince Houſſain was a Spe- 
Sator of a ſolemn Feaſt, which was Cele. | 
brated every Year at the Court of Biſnagar, | 
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large Scaffolding, of nine Rows of Benches 
incloſed on one Side by a fine Building 
and ſupported by forty Pillars. This Place 
was raiſed for the King and his Court, and 
thoſe Srangers he admitted to the Audience 
ence a Week: Within it was adorn'd and 
furniſhed magnificently ; and on the Out- 
fide were piinted fine Landſkips, wherein all 
Sorts of Beaſts, Birds, and Iuſects, ſo much, 
as Flies, were drawn very natural. Three 
other Scaffolds of about four or five Benches, 
and painted almoſt: all alike, formed the other 
three Sides But hat was more particular in 
theſe Scaffolde, they could make them change 
their Situation every. Hour. | 

On each Side of this place, at ſome Di- 
ſtance from each ather, were ranges great 
Numbers of Elephants, ſumptuouſly harneſs'd, 
and each leaded with a wooden Caſtle upon 
his back, finely gik, within each of which 
were Muſicians and Stage - players: The 
Trunks, Ears, and Bodies of theſe Elephants, 
were painted with Cinnabar, in which were 
repreſented Groteſque Figures. 

But what Prince Houſſain moſt of all admi- 
red, was the ingenious Addreſs and Invention 
of the Indians, to make a large Elephant ſtand 
with his four Feet on a Poſt, which was fixed 
into the Earth, and ſtood out of it above two 
Foot, and beat Time, with his Trunk, to 
the Muſick. Beſides this there was another 
Elephant as big as this, and no leſs — 
ing, which being ſet upon a Board, which 
was laid a croſs a ſtrong Rail about ten Foot 
high, with a great Weight at the other End, 
which Balanced him, _— Time by the Mo- 
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tions of his Body, and Trunk, with the 
Muſick, as well as the other Elephant, and 
both in the preſence of the King and his 
whole Court. { 961, 1% Pl 

Prince Honſſain might have made a longer 
Abode in the Kingdom and Court of Biſuagar, 
"where he might have been agreeably diver. 
red, till the Day he and his Brothers had a 
Pointed to meet on: but he was fo well ſa— 
tisfied with what he had ſeen; and his 
Thoughts ran ſo much upon the Object of 
his Love ; that after his good Succeſs in 
meeting with this Tapeftry; the Beauty and 
Charms of the Princeſs Nourownihay increaſed 
every Day the Violence of his paſſion, and 
he fancied, he ſhould be the- more eaſy and 
Happy, the nearer he was to her. After he 
had ſatisfied the Maſter of the Khan for this 
Apartment, and told him the Hour when 
he might come for the Key; he. ſhut his 
Door, put the Key on the Outſiſſe, and 
ſpreading the Tapeſtry he and the Officer he 
Had brought with him, fat down, and as ſoon 
as he had formed his Wiſh, were tranſport-. 
ed to the Inn, at which he and his Brothers 
were to meet; and where he paſſed: for-a 
Merchant, till they cane. 
Prince Al, Prince Houſſain's ſecond Brother, 
who deſigned to travel into Perſia, to conform 
himſelf to the Intention of the Sultan of the 
Indies, took the Road, having three Days, af, 
ter he parted with his Brothers, joined a 
Caravan, and after four Days Travel arrived 
at Schiraz, which was the Capital of tlie King- 
dom of Perſia; and having in the Way cons 
trated a Frindſhip with „ 
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fed for a Jeweller, and lodged in the ſame 
Khan with them. 41 er | * 
- The next Morning, whale the Merchants 
opened their Bates! of Merchandizcs, Prince 
Ali, who travelled only for his pleaſure, and 
had brought nothing but juſt Neceflaries, 
along with him, after he had dreſſed himſelf, 
took a Walk into that part of the Town, 
which they at Shiraz call the Bezeſten; which 
was a ſpacious and well built place, it being 
arched, and thoſe Arches ſupported by large 
pillars, round which, as well as the Walls, 
there were fine furniſhed Shops of Jewellers, 
Gold-Smiths, and Traders in Gold and Sil- 
ver Brocades, rich Silks, fine Linens, and other 
choice valuable Merchandices. Prince A ſoon 
rambled through all the Bezeſiein, and with 
Admiration, , judged of the Riches of the 
place, by the prodigious Quantities of the 
molt precious Merchandices that were expoſe 
ed to View. TT x 
But among all the Cryers, who paſſed 
backwards and. forwaxds, with ſeveral Sorts 
of Goods, offering to ſel} them, he was not 
2 little ſor ized, to ſee, one, who held an Ivo- 
ry Proſpe&tive laſs. in his Hand, of about a 
Foot in Length, and the Thickneſs of a 
Man's Thumb, and cried it at thirty Purſes. 
At firſt he thought the Cryer mad, and to in- 
form himſelf, went to a Shop, and ſaid to the 
Merchant, who ſtood at the Door, pray, Sir, 
is not that Man, ( pointing to the Cryer, who 
Cried the Ivory: Proſpecti ve Glaſs at thirty Pur- 
ſes,)mad if he is not, Iam very much deceived, 
Indeed, Sir, anſwered the Merchant, he was 
in his right Senſes Yeſterday, and I can aſ- 
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Fure you, he is one of the ableſt Cryers we | 
have, and the moſt employed of any, he be. | 
ing to be confided in, when any Thing va- 
Juable js to be fold ; and if he cries the [vo- 
ry Proſpective Glaſs at thirty Purſes, it muſt 
be worth as much,. or more, on ſome Account 
or other: He'll come by preſently. and we 
will call him, and you ſhall be ſatisfied ; m 
the mean Time, fit down on my Sofa, and 
Teſt your ſelf. 
Prince Ali accepted of the Merchant's oblig- 
ing Offer, and preſently afterwards the Cryer 
2 by: The Merchant called him by his 
Name, and pointing to the Prince, ſaid to 
him, Tell that Gentleman, who aſked me if 
you were in your right Senſes, what you 
mean by crying that Ivory Proſpective Glaſs,, 
which ſeems not to be worth much, at thirt/ 
Purſes ? I fhould be very much am:zed my 
ſelf, if I did not know you. The Cryer ad- 
dreſſing himſelf to Prince Ali ſaid, Sir, you 
are not the only. Perſon, that takes me for 
a mad Man, on the Account of this Proſpe. | 
ctive Glaſs 3. You ſhall judge your ſelf, whe- | 
ther I am, or no, when I have told you its 
property; and I.hope, you will value it at as 
igh a Price, 7 thofe I have ſhewed it to 
already, who had as bad an Opinion of me 
28 YOu. 
PFirſt, Sir, purſued the Cryer, preſenting 
the lvory Pipe to the Prince, obſerve, that 
this Pipe is furniſhed with a Glaſs at both Þ 
Ends, and conſider, th:t by looking through 
one of them, you ſee whatever Object youwiſh | 
to behold, I am,faid the Prince, ready to make 
youall imaginable Reparation for „ 1 
ve 
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bave thrown on you, if you will make the 
Truth of what you advance appear; and as he 
had the Ivory Pipe in his Hand, after he had 
looked at the two Glaſſes, he ſaid, ſhew me 
at which of theſe Ends I muſt look, that [ 
may be ſatisfied. The Cryer preſently ſhew- 
ed him, and he looked through, — — at 
the ſame Time to ſee the Sultan his Fa- 
ther, whom he immediately beheld in perfect 
Health, ſet on his Throne in the midſt of 
his Council. Afterwards, as there was no- 
thing in the World ſo dear to him, after” 
the Sultan, as the Princeſs Nouronnihar, he 
wiſhed to ſee her, and ſaw her at her Toilet 
laughing, and in a pleaſant Humour, with 
her Women about her. | 

Prince Ali wanted no other Proof to be 
perſwaded, that- this Proſpective Glaſs was 
the moſt valuable Thing in the World, and 
believed, that if he ſhould neglec to pur- 
chaſe it, he ſhould never meet again with 
ſuch another Rarity ;- therefore faid to the 
Cryer, I am very ſorry; that I ſhould have 
entertained ſo bad an Opinion of you; but: 
hope to make you amends by buying the 
Glaſs, for I ſhould. be very well pleaſed with» 
it; ſo tell me the juſt Value, 22 loweſt 
Price the Seller has fixed upon it; and do 
not give your ſelf any farther Trouble to + 
hawk it about, but go with me, and III pay 
you the Money. The Cryer aſſured him, 
with an Oath, that his laſt Orders were to 
take no leſs than forty Purſes, and if he diſ- 
puted the Truth of what he ſaid, he would 


_ carry him to him. The Prince believed him 


H took 
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took him with him to the Khan, where he 
lodged, and told him out the Money, and re- 
ceived the Proſpective Glases. 
Prince Ali was — 2 * at his Bargain, 
and perſwaded himſelf, that as his Brothers 
would not be able to meet with any Thing ſo 
rare and'admirable, the Princeſs Nouronnihar 
would be the Recompence of his Fatigue and 
Trouble; that he thought of nothing but 
Viſiting the Court of Perſia Incognito, and 
ſeeing whatever was curious in Schirar, and 
there- abouts, till the Caravan, with which he 
came, returned back to the Indies. As ſoon as 
the Caravan was ready to ſet out, the Prince 
joined them, and arrived happily without any 
Accident, or Trouble, otherways than the 


Length of the Journey and Fatigue of Fravel- 


ling, at the Place of Rendezvouz, where he 


found Prince Honſſain, aud both wajted for 


Prince Ahmed. 


Prince Ahmed, who took the Road of Sa. 


marcande, the next Day after his Arrival 
there, went, as his Brothers had done into 
the Bereſtein, where he had not walke@ lor 
but he heard a —_ who had an artifici 
Apple in his Hand, cry it at five and thirty 
Purſes: Upon which he ſtopp'd the Cryer, 
and ſaid to him, Let me ſee that Apple, and 
tell me, what Virtue? and extraordinary Proper- 
ties it has, to be valuediat ſo high a Rate. Sir, 
ſaid the Cryer, giving it into his Hand, if 
you look at the Out-fide of this Apple, it is 
very inconſiderable, but if you conſider its 
Properties, Virtues, and the great Uſe and 


Benefit it is of to Mankind ; you'll ſay; it is uo 


Price for it, and that he who poſſeſſes it is 
. Ma- 
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Maſter of a great Treaſure. In ſhort, it 


cures all ſick Perſons of the moſt mortal Di- 
ſeaſes, whether Fe vers, Pleuriſies, plagues, 
and other Malignant Diſtempers; and if the 
Patient is dying, it will recover him imme- 
diately, and reſtore him to perfect Health; 
and this is done after the eaſieſt Manner in 
the World, which is by the Patient's ſmelling 
the Apple. ig blues 97, 249443 201 
If I may believe you, - replied Prince: Ahmed, 
the Virtues of this Apple are'wonderful, and 
it is-invaluable; But what Ground have I, 
for all you tell me, to be perſwaded of the 
Truth this Matter? Sir, replied the Cryer, 
the Thing is known and averred by the whole 
City of Samarc ande; but without going any 
farther, afk all theſe Merchants you ſee here, 
and hear what they ſay; you. will find: ſeve- 
ral of them will tell you, they had not been 
alive this Diy, it they had not made uſe of 
this excellent Remedy; and that you may the 
better conprehend what it is, I muſt: tell yot, 
it is the Fruit of the Study and Experi- 
ments of à celebrated Philoſopher of this 
City, who applyed himſelf all his Life- time 
to the Study and Knowledge of the Virtues of 
Plants and Minerals, and at laſt attained to 


this Compoſition, by which he performed 


ſuch ſurprizing Cures in this Town, as will 
never be forgot; but died ſaddenly himſelf, 


before he could apply this Sovereign Reme- 


dy; and left his Wife, and a great many 
young Children behind him, in- very indiffe- 


rent Circumſtances, who to ſupport her Fa- 


mily, and provide for her Ckildten, is reſolved 
$3.26 5c wviitides 305 


While 
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While the Cryer informed Prince  4kmed of 
the Virtues of the artificial Apple, a great 
many Perſons came about them, and confirm- 
ed what he ſaid; and one among the reſt 
ſaid, he had a-Friend dangerouſly ill, whoſe 
Life was deſpaired of; and that was a favou. 
rable Opportunity to ſhew Prince Ahmed the 
Experment: Upon which Prince Ahmed'told 
the Cryer he would give him forty. Purſes, 
if he was ſenſible, it cured the Perſon. 

The Cryer, who had Orders to ſel] it at 
that Price, ſaid to Prince Amed, Come, Sir, 
let us go, and make the Experiment, and the 
Apple ſhall be yours ; and I can aſſure you, 
that it will always have the defired Effect. 
In ſhort, the — ſucceeded, and the 
Prince, after he had counted out to the Cry- 
er forty Purſes, and he had delivered the 
Apple to him, waited patiently for the firſt 
Caravan, that ſhould return to the Indies. In 
the mean Time, he ſaw all that was curious, 
at, and about Samarcande; and principally the 
Valley of Soyda, fo called from the River, 
which waters it; and is reckoned by the Ara- 
bians, to be ane of the four Paradiſes of this 
World for the Beauty of its Fields and Gardens, 
and fine Palaces, and for its Fertilit in Fruit. 

At laſt Prince Ahmed joined himſelf to the 
firſt Caravan, that returned to the Indies, and 
notwithſtanding the inevitable Fatigues in 
ſo long a Journey, arrived in perfe& Health, 
at the Inn, where the Princes Houſſain and Ali 
- waited for him. | | N11 

Prince Ali, who came there ſome Time be- 
fore Prince Ahmed, aſłed Prince Houſſain, who 
got thither the firſt ? how long — 

14 „7 there? 
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there? who told him, three Months; to- 
which he replyed, then certainly you have 
not been very far. I will tell you. nothing 
now, ſaid Prince HouſJain, but only aſſure 
you, L was above three Months travelling to 
the Place L went to: But then, replyed Prince 
Ali, you made a ſhort Abode there. Indeed, 
Brother, ſaid Prince Houſſain, you are mi- 
ſtaken, I refided at one Place * — four or: 
five Months, and might have ſtayed longer. 
Unleſs you flew back, replyed Prince Ali again, 
| cannot comprehend, bow you can have Take 
three Months here,. as you would. make me 
believe. 

I tell you the Truth, added Prince Howuſſain,. 
and tis a Riddle, which I ſhall not explain 


to you, till our Brother Ahmed comes; when: 


I: will let you know, what Rarities I have 
brought Home from my Travels. For your 
Part, I know what you have got, but believe 
it to be ſome Trifle, becauſe J do not per- 
ceive, that your Baggage is increaſed :- And 
pray, what have you brought, reply'd Prince 


Ali; for I can ſee nothing but an ordinary 


Piece of Tapeſtry, with which you cover 
your Sofa ; and therefore think, I may return 
your Railing, and as you ſeem to make what 
have brought, a Secret, you- cannot take 
it amiſs, that I do the ſame. 

I look upon the Rarity I have purchaſed, 


"—_— Prince Houſſain,. to excell all others 
w 


ate ver, and ſhould not make any Difficul- 
ty. to ſhew it you, and make you own it to 
be ſo; and at the ſame Time tell you, how 


I'came by it, without being in the leaſt Ap- 
prehenſion, that that which you haye got, 
| 10 


n 
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is to be preferred to it: But it is proper, te 
that we ſhould ſtay, till our Brother. Ahmed ar- at 
ri ves, that we may all communicate our good 1 
Fortunes to each other. | won 

Prince Ali would not enter into a Diſpute 
with Prince Houſſain, on the Preference he | 
gave his Rarity, but was ſatisfied and per- 
"Faded, that it his Proſpective Glaſs was not 
- preferable, it was impoſſible it ſhould be in- 

| to it; and therefore agreed to ſtay 
till Prince Ahmed arrived, to produce their 
Purchaſe. | | 

When Prince Ahmed came to- his two Bro- 

thers, and they had embraced with Tenderneſs 
and Complements, each other, on their Hap- 
pinels of Meeting together at the ſame Place 
they ſet out at; Prince Houſſain as the elder Bro- 
ther, aſſumed the Diſcourſe, and ſaid to them: 

Brothers, we ſhall have Time enough here- 
after, to entertain our ſelves with the Parti- 
. culars of our Travels: But now let us come 
to that, which is of the greateſt Importance 
for us to know, and as-l do not diſpute, but 
that you remember, as well as me, the prin- 
- cipal Motive which engaged us to travel; 
therefore Jet us not conceal from each other, 
- our Curicfities, but ſhew them, that we ma 
. gueſs and judge, as near as poſſible, to which 

the Sultan our Father may give the Prefe- 
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Io ſet you an Example, continued Prince 
. Houſſain, Vil tell, you, that the rarity, which | 
have brought from my Travels to the King- | 


Zr © 


dom of Biſnagar, is the Tapeſtry on which I 
. fat, which looks but ordinary, and makes no 
Shew, but when 1: have declared its Virtues 
24 to 
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to you, you will be ſtruck with Admiration, 
— will confeſs you never heard of any 
Thing like it. In ſhort, whoever ſits on it, 
as we do, and deſires to be tranſported to 
any Place, be it ever ſo far off, is immediate- 
ly carried thither. I made the Experiment 
my ſelf, before I paid down forty Purſes, 
which I gave for itz and when I had fully 
ſatisfied my Curiofity, at the Court of Biſna- 
gar, and had a Mind to return, I made uſe 
of no other Carriage, than this wonderful 
Tapeſtry, for my ſelf and Servant, who can 
tell you; how long we were a coming hither. 


III ſhew you both the Experiment, when you 


think fir; and now expect that you ſhould 
let me know, what you have brought, that is 
to be compared with this Tapeſtr x. 
Here Prince Houſſain made an End, com- 
mending the Excellency of his Tapeſtry, and 
Prince- Ali addreſſing himſelf to him, ſaid, I 
muſt own; Brother, that your Tapettry is one 
of the moſt ſurprifing Things imaginable, 
if it has, as I do not doubt in the leaſt, that 
Property you ſpeak of: But you muſt allow, 
that there may be other Things, I will not 
fay more, but at leaſt as wonderful, of ano 
ther Kind; and to ſhew you; that there are, 
here is an Ivory Proſpective Glaſs,” which ap- 
pears no more/a Rarity, than your 'Papeſtry, 
and yet merits as much Attention, and coſt 
me as much; and you will be ſo juſt as to 
own, that I am not bit, when vou know by 
Experience; that by looking at one End, you 
ſee: whatever Object you - wiſh to behold. I 
would not have you take my Word, . 
+6 Nur a „ orcs? vi Prince 
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Prince Ali, preſenting: the Proſpet Glaſs to 
him, but — a Tryal of it — ſelt. 
Prince Houſſain touk the Glaſs from Prince 
Al, and clap'd that End to his Eye, which 
Prince Ali ſhewed him, with an Intention to 
fee: the Princeſs Nowronnihar,, and to know, 
how ſhe did; when Prince Ali, and Prince 
Abmed, who kept their Eyes fix d upon him, 
were extremely ſurprized to ſee his Counte- 
nance change in ſuch a Manner, as expreſſed an 
extraordinary Surprize and affliction; Prince 
Hai ſſain would: not give them Time tu aft, 
what was the Matter ? but cry'd out, Alas! 


Princeſa, to what Purpoſe have we undertaken | 


ſo long and fatiguing Journies, but with the 
Hopes of being recompenced by the Poſſeſ- 


*  _ 
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ſion of the charming Nounannihar, when in a | 


few Moments. that lovely. Princeſs will breath 


her laſt. IL Gw her in Bed, ſurroundecł 
her Women and Eunuchs, who: were all 1 


Tears, and ſeem to expect nothing lefs than 


her giving up the Ghoſt : Take the Glaſs, ſee 


your ſelves the miſerable State ſhe is in; and 


mingle-your 'Fears with mine. 210 
Prince Ali took the Glaſs out of Prince 


Heuſſain's Hand, and after he had ſeen the | 


fame Object, with a ſenfible Grief, preſent. 
ed it to Prince Aumed, who alſo took it, to 


behold the melancholy Sight, which ſo much | 


concerned them. 

When Prince Amed had taken the Glaſs 
out of Prince Ali's Hands, and ſaw, that the 
Princeſs. Nouronnihar's End was ſo near, he 


addreſſed himſelf to his two Brothers, and 


faid, Princes, the Princeſs Nouronniber, equally 
the Object of our. Vows, is indeed, juſt at 


Death's | 
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Death's Door; but provided we make haſte, 
and loſe no Time, we may preſerve her Life. 
Then he took the Arrificial Apple out of his 
Boſom, aud ſhewing it to the Princes, his 
Brothers, ſaid to them; This Apple, which 
you ſee here, coſt me as much, and more, 
than either the Tapeſtry, or Proſpective Glaſs, 
and the Opportunity, that boo! yours ſelf; to 
ſhew you its wonderful Virtue, makes me not 
regret the price I gave for it: But not to 
keep you longer in Suſpence; it has the Vir- 
tue, if a fick Perſon ſmells to it, tho' in the 
laſt Aponies, to reſtore him to perfect Health 
immediately: I have made the Experiment, 
and can ſhew its wonderful Effect, on the 
Perſon of the Princeſs Nouronni har, if you 
will make all the Haſte imaginable to aſ- 
fiſt her. 5 

IF that's all, reply'd Prince Houſſain, we 
cannot make more, than by tranſporting our 
ſelves inſtantly into her Chamber, by the 
Means of my Tapeſtry. Come, loſe no Fime, 
but fit dow by me; it is large enough to 
hold us all three: But firſt let us give Or- 
ders to our Servants, to ſet out immediately, 
and come to us, to the Palace. 

As ſoon as the Order was given, Prince 
Ali and Prince Abmed went and fat down by 
Prince Houſſain, and as their Intereſt was the 
fame, they all three fram'd the ſame Wiſh, 
and were tranſported into the Princeſs Nox- 
ronnihgr's Chamber. 

The preſence of the three Princes, who 
were ſo little expected, frighted the Prin- 


ceſs's Women and Eunuchs, who could not 


comprehend: by what Inchantraent three Men 
ſhould! 
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fhould be among them; for they did not] 
know them at firſt; and the Eunuchs were! 
ready to fall upon them, as People, who had Þ 


netrated into the Place, where they were not 


allowed to come; but they preſently recolle- | 


Qed themſelves, and found the Miſtake. 


Prince Ahmed no ſooner perceived himſelf 
in Nouronnthar's Chamber, I that Þ 
the Tapeſtry, I 


as alſo did the other two Princes, and went to 


dying Princeſs, but he roſe 
the Bed Side, and put the Apple under her 


Noſe; ſome Moments after, the Prin- 
: ceſs opened her Eyes, and turned her Head | 
from one Side to the other, looking at the | 
- Perſons, who ſtood about her z and then roſe | 
up an end in Bed, and aſked to be dreſs, | 


juſt as if ſhe had waked out of a ſtrong Sleep. 
Her Women having preſently informed her, 
in a manner that ſhewed their Joy, that: ſhe 
was obliged to the three Princes for that ſud- 
den Recovery of her Health, and particular- 
ly to Prince Ahmed; The immediately expreſ- 

ed a Joy to ſee them, and thanked them all 
together; and afterwards Prince Ahmed in 
particular. The Princes told her, how great 
a Pleaſure it was to them, to come ſoon e- 


-nough to contribute any Thing towards re- 


lie ving her out of the imminent Danger ſhe 
was in; and that they had made the moſt 
.ardent Wiſhes for her Health; and after- 
. wards, as ſhe had called to be got up, they 
retired. 120 
While the Princeſs was dreſſing, the Princes 
went to throw themſelves at the Sultan their 
Father's Feet, and pay their Reſpects to him; 
but when they came before him, they Soups 
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he had been inform'd of their Arrival by the 


1 Chief of the Princeſs's Eunuchs, and by what 


Means the Princeſs had been perfectly cured. 
The Sultan receiv'd and embraced them with 
the greateſt Joy, both for their Return, and the 
7 Recovery of the Princeſs his Niece, whom he 
loved as well, as if ſhe had been his own Daugh- 
ter, and which had been given over by the 
3 Phyficians, After the uſual Ceremonies and 
7 Compliments the Princes preſented each his 
$ Rarity: Prince Houſſain hisTapeſtry, which he 
had taken care not to leave behind him in the 
Princeſs's Chamber; Prince Ali his Ivory Pro- 
ſpecti ve Glaſs, and Prince Ahmed his Artificial 
Apple; and after each had commended their 
Preſent, when they put it into the Sultan's 
Hands, they beg'd of him to pronounce their 


Fate, and declare, to which of them he would 


give the Princeſs Nouronnihar for a Wife, ac- 
2 cording to his Promiſe. 4 
The Sultan of the Indies having heard with- 
out interrupting them, all that the Princes 
could repreſent further about their Rarities, 
and being well inform'd of what had hap- 
pen'd in relation to the Princeſs Nouronnihar's 
Cure, remain'd ſome time filent, as if he was 
thinking, on whatAnſwer he ſhould make. At 
laſt he broke filence, and ſaid to them : I would 
declare for one of you, Children, with a great 
deal of Pleaſure, if I could do it with Juſtice; 
but confider whether I can do it, or no. Tis 
true, Prince Ahmed, the Princeſs my Niece is ob- 
lig'd to your Artificial: Apple, for her Cure; 
but I muſt aſk. you, whether or no you could 
have been ſo ſerviceable to her, if you had not 
known by Prince Al's Proſpective Glaſs the 

| ; Danger 
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Danger ſhe was in, and Prince Houſſarn's Ta- 


fry had not brought you ſo ſoon. Tour 
2 Glaſs, Prince Ali, inform'd you and | 
our Brothers, that you were like to loſe the | 
Princeſs your Coufin : and there you mult own } 


a great Obligation. You muſt alſo grant, that 
that Knowledge would have been of no Ser- 
vice, without the Artificial Apple and the Ta- 
peſtry. And laſtly, Prince Houſſuin, the Princeſs 
would be very ungrateful, if ſhe ſhould 
not ſnew her Acknowledgment of the Service 
ot your Tapeſtry, which was ſo neceflary a 
Means towards her Cure. But conſider, it 
would have been of little Uſe, if you had not 
been acquainted with the Princeſs's Illneſs by 
Prince Alis Glaſs, and Prince Ahmed had not 
PP) d his Artificial Apple. Therefore, as nei- 
ther Tapeſtry, Ivory Proſpe&ive Glaſs, nor 
Artificial Apple have the leaſt Preference one 
before the —— but on the contrary there's a 
perfe& Equality, I cannot grant the Princeſs 
to any one of you: And the only Fruit you 
have reaped from your Travels, is the Glory 


of having equally contributed to reftore her 


Health. | 
If all this is true, added the Sultan, you ſee, 
that I muſt have Recourſe to other Means, to 
determine certainly in the Choice I ought to 
make among you; and as there is time enough 
between this and Night, I'll do it to-day. 
Go and get each of you a Bow and Arrow, and 
ir to the Great Plain, where they exerciſe 
Horſes, 'I'll ſoon come to you; and declare, 1 


n 
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will give the Princeſs Nonroumihar to him, that 


ſhoots the fartheſt. 


But 
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But however, I do not forget to thank you 
all in general, and each :in particular, for the 
Preſent you brou ht me. 1 have 2 great many 


Rarities in my Cloſet already, but nothing 


that comes up to the Singularity of the Tape- 
ſtry, the Lvory Proſpective Glaſs and Artificial 
Apple, which fhall have the firſt Places among 


them, and ſhall be preſery'd carefully, not on- 


. ? 
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ly for pure Curioſity, but to make an advanta- 
eous Uſe of them upon all Occaſions. | 
The. three Princes had nothing to ſay againſt 

this Deciſion of the Sultan. When they were 


out of his Preſence, they each provided them- 
elves with a Bow and Arrow, which they de- 


.hver'd to one of their Officers, and went to 


the Plain appointed, followed by a great Con- 
courſe of Norte. As. Nen 


The Sultan did not make them wait long for 
him zand aſſoon as he arrived, Prince Houſſain 
as the Eldeſt took his Bow and Arrow, and 


ſhot firſt ; Prince Ali ſhot next, and much be- 


yond him; and Prince Abmed laſt of all; but it 
ſo happen'd, that no body could ſee where his 
Arrow fell: and notwithſtanding all the Dili- 
gence that was uſed by himſelf and every ** 


elde, it was not to be found far or near. An 


tho' it was believed that he ſhot the furtheſt, 
and that he therefore deſerved the Princeſs 
Nonronnihar, it was however neceflary that his 
Arrow ſhould be found, to make'the Matter 
more evident and certain: and notwithſtand- 
ing his Remonſtrance the Sultan judged in fa- 
your of Prince a, and gave Orders for Prepa- 
rations to be made for the Solemnizing of the 
Nuptials, which were celebrated a few daye 
after with great Magnificence, 


Prince 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
1 
| 
| 
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Prince Honſſain would not honour the Feaſt 
with his Preſence, his Paſſion for the Princeſ; 
Nou ron nihar was ſo ſincere and lively, that he | 
could ſcarce ſuppoxt with Patience the Mortifi- | 
cation of ſeeing the Princeſs in the Arms of 
Prince Ali; who, he faid, did not. deſerve 
her better, or loved her truer, than himſelf, 
In ſhort, his Grief, was ſo violent and inſup- 
portable, that be left the Court, and renounced 
all Right of Succeſſion. to the Crown, to turn 
Dervice, and put himſelf under the Diſcipline 
of a famous Scheikh, who had gain'd a great 
Reputation for his Exemplary Life, an d had 
taken up his Abode and <a of his Diſciples, 
whoſe Number was great, in an agreeable, Sc- 
litude. O 5 re] | 75 STS 8 174 TE : 

Prince Ahmed urged by the ſame Motive, did | 
not aſſiſt at Prince Ali and the Princeſs Noanon- 
uihar's Nuptials any more than his Brother 
Hou ſſain, but did not renounce the World, as | 
he had done. But as he could not imagine 
what could become of his Arrow, he ſtole away 
from his Attendants, and, reſolved to raxch 
after it, that he might not have any thing to 
reproach himſelf with. , With this Intent he 
went to the Place, where the Princes Heuſſains 
and Alis were gathered up, and going ſtrait 
torwards from thence, looking carefully on 
both ſides of him, he went ſo far, that at laſt 
he began to think this Labour was all in, vain, 
but yet could. not help going forwards, till. he 
came to ſome ſteep craggy Rocks, which were 
Bounds to his Journey, and, were ſituated in a 
barren Country, about four Leagues diſtant, 
from whence he ſet out. 
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When Prince Ahmed came pretty nigh 
theſe Rocks, he perceiv'd an Arrow which he 
gather'd up, look'd earneſtly at, and was in 


7 the greateſt Aſtoniſhment to find that it was 
the ſame he ſhot away. Certainly, ſaid he 
to himſelf, Neither I, nor any Man living, 
could throw an Arrow ſo far. And finding it 
laid flat, not ſticking into the Ground, he 
judged that it rebounded againſt the Rock. 
There muſt be ſome Myſtery in this, ſaid he 
to himſelf again, and it may be advantage. 
7 ous to me: Perhaps Fortune, to make me 


amends for depriving me of what I thought the 
greateſt Happineſs, may have reſerved a great- 


; er Bleſſing for my Comfort. 


As theſe Rocks were very much indented, 
and ſome of thoſe Indentures were deep, the 


; Prince full of theſe Thoughts enter'd into 
one, and looking about caſt his Eyes on an 
Iron Door which ſeem'd to have no Lock, 


but at the ſame Time fear'd it was faſten'd ; 
however thruſting againſt it, it open'd and 

8 but no Steps, 
which he walk'd down, with the Arrow in 
his Hand. At firſt he thought he was go- 
ing into a dark obſcure Place, but preſently a 
quite different Light ſucceeded that which he 
came out of, and entering into a large ſpaci- 
ous Place, at about fifty or fixty Paces dillant, 
perceiv'd a magnificent Palace, the Structure 
admirable, which he had not then Time 
enough to look at. At the ſame Time, a 
Lady of a Majeſtick Port and Air, and of a 
Beauty the Richneſs of her Cloaths and Jew- 
els were no Advantage to, advanced as far as 
the Porch, attended by a large Troop of 

I Ladies 
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Ladies ſo finely dreſs'd and beautiful, that it 
was difficult to diſtinguiſh, which was the 
Miſtreſs. 

As ſoon as Prince Ahmed perceived the 
Lady, he made all imaginable Haſte to go 
and pay his Reſpects, and the Lady on her 
Part ſeeing him coming, prevented him from 
addreſſing his Diſcourſe to her firſt, but ſaid 
to him, Come nearer Prince Ahmed, you are 
welcome. 

It was no ſmall Surpriſe to the Prince to 
hear himſelf named, in a Place he had never 
heard of, tho' ſo nigh his Father's Capital, and 
he could not comprehend, how he ſhould be 
known to a Lady, who was a Stranger to him, 
At laſt he return'd the Lady's Compliment by 
theywing himſelf at her Feet, and riſing up 
again, ſaid to her, Madam, I return you a 
thouſand Thanks for the Aſſurance you give 
me of a Welcome to a Place, where I believ'd 
my imprudent Curioſity had made me pene- 
trate too far. But Madam, may I, without 
being guilty of ill Manners, dare to ask you 
by what Adventure you know me? and that 
you who live in the ſame Neighbourhood 
with me, ſhould be ſo great a Stranger to me. 
Prince, ſaid the Lady, let us go into the Hall, 
there III gratify you in your Requeſt, 

After theſe Words, the Lady led Prince Ah 
med into the Hall, the noble Structure ot which, 
and the Gold and Azure which imbeliſh'd the 
Dome, and the ineſtimable Richneſs of the 
Furniture, appear'd ſo great a Novelty to him, 
that he could not enough expreſs his Admi- 
ration, by crying out, that he had never, in 
his Life, beheld any thing like it, and * 

ve 
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ved that never any thing ever was to be 
compared to it. I can aſſure you, reply'd the 
Lady, that this is the leaſt Piece of Curioſity 
in my Palace, and you will ſay ſo, when you 
have ſeen all the Apartments. Then ſhe far 
down on a Sa, and when the Prince by her 
Intreaty had done the ſame, ſhe ſaid, You are 
ſurprized, you ſay, that I ſhould know you, 
and not be known by you, but you will be 
no longer ſurprized,when inform'd, who I am, 
You are undoubtedly ſenſible, that your Re- 
ligion teaches you to believe, that the World 
is inhabited by Genies as well as Men; I am 
the Daughter of one of the wig nia and 
diſtinguiſh'd Genies, and my Name is Pari- 
banon. Therefore you ought not to be ama- 
zed, that I know you, the Sultan your Father, 
the Princes your Brothers, and the Princeſs 
Nouronnthar, I am no Stranger to your Lives 
and Travels, of which I can give you all the 
Circumſtances, fince it was I my ſelf who ex- 
poſed to Sale the Artificial Apple which you 
bought at Samarcande, the "Tapeſtry which 
Prince Houſſain met with at Biſuagar, and the 
Ivory Proſpective Glaſs which Prince Ali 
brought from Schiraz, This is ſufficient to let 


you know, that I am not unacquainted with 


| What relates to you. The only thing that I 
have to add is, that you ſeem'd to me wor- 
thy of a more happy Fate than that of poſſeſ- 
fing the Princeſs Nowronnihar, and that you 
might attain to it, I was preſent when you 
drew your Arrow, and foreſaw, it would not 
go beyond Prince Houſſain's: I took it in the 
Air, and gave it the neceſſary Motion to ftrike 
againſt the Rocks, _ which you found it 
; 2 an 
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and tell you, that it lies in your Power to make 
Uſe of the favourable Opportunity which 
preſents itſelf, to make you happy. 

As the Fairy Paribanon pronounced theſe laſt 
Words, with a different Tone, and look'd, at 
the ſame Time, tenderly upon Prince Almed 
with a modeſt Bluſh on her Cheeks; it was 
no hard Matter for the Prince to comprehend 
what Happineſs ſhe meant. He preſently 
conſider'd, that the Princeſs Nonronnihar could 
never be his, and that the Fairy Paribanon ex- 
cell'd her infinitely in Beauty, Agreeablene(s, 
Wit, and as much as he could conjeQure b 
the Magnificence of the Palace, in e 
Riches. He blefled the Moment that he 
thought of ſeeking after his Arrow a ſecond 
Time, and yielding to his Inclination, which 
drew him towards the lovely Object, which 
had fired his Heart. Madam, reply'd he, 
ſhould I, all my Life, have the Happineſs of 
being your Slave, and the Admirer of the ma- 
ny Charms which raviſh my Soul, I ſhould 
think my ſelf the moſt bleſt of Men. Pardon 
in me the Boldneſs which inſpires me to ask 
this Favour, and don't refuſe to admit me 
into your Court, a Prince who is entirely de- 
voted to you. 

Prince, anſwer'd the Fairy, as I have been a 
long Time my own Miſtreſs, and have no 
Dependance on my Parents Conſents, tis not 


as a Slave that I would admit you into my 


Court, but as Maſter of my Perſon, and all 
that belongs to me by pledging your Faith to 
me, and taking me to be your Wife, I hope 


you will not take iny making this Propoſal 


amiſs, Iam Miſtreſs of my Will, and muſt 
* add, 
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add, that the ſame Cuſtoms are not obſerved 
among Fairies as with other Ladies, in whom 
it would not have been decent to have made 
ſuch Advances : But it is what we do, and 
you ought to be the more obliged to us for 
it. 

Prince Ahmed made no Anſwer to this Diſ- 


courſe, but was penetrated with ſo much 


Acknowledgment, that he could not better 
expreſs it than by going to kiſs the Hem of 
her Garment, which ſhe would not permit 
him to do; but preſented her Hand, which 
he kiſs'd a — Times, and kept faſt 
lock'd up in his. Well Prince Ahmed, ſaid 


ſhe, Will you not pledge your Faith to me, as 


well as I give mine to you? Yes, Madam, 
reply'd the Prince, in an Extaſy of Joy, whar 
can I do better, and with greater Pleaſure ? 
Yes, my Sultaneſs, my Queen, I'll give you 
my Heart without the leaſt Reſerve. Then 
anſwer'd the Fairy, you are my Husband, and 
} am your Wife. Our Marriages are contra- 
Qed with no other Ceremonies, and yet are 
more firm and ſtrict than thofe made by Men 
with all their Formalities. But as I ſuppoſe, 
3 ſhe, that you have eat nothing to 
ay, a ſlight Repaſt ſhall be ſerved up for 
you, while Preparations are making for our 
Nuptial Feaſt at Night, and then I will ſhew 
you the Apartments of my Palace, and you 
ſhall judge if this Hall is not the meaneſt 
Part of it. | | 
Some of the Fairy's Women, who came in 

to the Hall with them, and gueſs'd her In- 
tentions, went immediately out, and return'd 
I 3. pre- 
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preſently with ſome excellent Meats and 
Wines. 

When Prince Ahmed had eat and drank ag 
much as he cared for, the Fairy Pari banon 
carried him thro? all the Apartments, where 
he ſaw Diamonds, Rubies, Emeralds, and all 
ſorts of fine Jewels intermix'd with Pearls, 


Agate, Jaſper, Porphyrie, and all ſorts of the' 


moſt precious Marbles: But not to mention 
the Richneſs of the Furniture which was in- 
eſtimable, there was ſuch Profuſeneſs through. 
out that the |-rince inſtead of ever having 15 n 
any thing like it, own'd that he could not 
have imagin'd that there was any thing in 
the World that could come up to it. Prince, 
ſaid the Fairy, if you admire my Palace ſo 
much, which indeed is very beautiful, what 
would yo ſay to the Palaces of the chief of our 
Genies, which are much more beautiful, ſpati- 
ous and magnificent ? I could alſo charm you 
with my Garden; but we will let that alone 
till another Time. Night draws near, and 
it will be Time to go to Supper. 

The next Hall which the Fairy led the 
Prince into, and where the Cloth was laid for 
the Feaſt was the laſt only Appartment the 
Prince had not ſeen, and not in the leaſt 
inferiour to the others, At his Entrance into 
it, he admired the infinite Number of Scon- 
ces of Wax-Candles perfum'd with Amber,the 
Multitude of which, inſtead of being confuſed, 
were placed with ſo juſt a Symmetry,as form'd 
an agreeable and pleaſant Sight. A large 
Bufet was ſet out with all forts of Gold 
Plate, fo finely wrought that the Workman- 


ſhip was much more valuable than the ous 
0 
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of the Gold: Several Choruſes of beautiful 
Women richly dreſsd, and whoſe Voices 
were raviſhing, began a Concert, accompa- 
nied with all {ſorts of the moſt harmonious 
Inſtruments; and when they were ſat down 
at Table, the Fairy Parihanon took Care to 
help Prince Ahmed with the moſt delicate 
Meats, which ſhe named as ſhe invited him 
to eat of them, and which the Prince found 
to be ſo exquiſitely nice, that he commended 
them with Exaggeration, and ſaid that the 
Entertainment far ſurpaſſed thoſe of Men. 
He found alſo the ſame Excellence in the 
Wines, which neither he nor the Fairy taſt- 
ed of, till the Deſert was ſerved up, which 
conſiſted of the choiceſt Scar Macs and 
Fruits. a 

After the Deſert, the Fairy Paribanom 
and Prince Ahmed. roſe from the Table 
which was immediately carried away, and 
ſat on a Sofa, at their Eaſe, with Cuſhi- 
ons of fine Silk curiouſly imbrojder'd in all 
ſorts of Flowers, laid at their Backs. Pre- 
ſently after a great Number of Genies and 
Fairies danced before them to the Door of 
the Chamber, where the Nuptial Bed was 
made, and when they came there they divi- 
ded themſelves into two Rows to let them 
paſs, and after that retired,. leaving them to- 
go to Bed, 

The Nuptial Feaſt was continued the next 
Day; or rather, the Days following the Cele-- 
bration were a continual Feaſt, which the 
Fairy Paribanon, to whom nothing was diffi- 
cult, knew how to diverſify by new Ra- 


gouſts and choice Meats, and new Conſorts, . 
I. 4. Dancings, 
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'Dancings, Plays and other Diverſions, which 


were all ſo extraordinary, that Prince Ahmed, 


if he had lived a thouſand Years among them, 
could not have imagined. 
The Fair\'s Intention was not only to give 


the Prince eſſential Proofs of the Sincerity of 
her Love, and Violence of her Paſſion ; but 


to let him ſee, that as he had no Pretenfions 
at his Father's Court or any where elſe, he 


cou id meet with nothing comparable to the 


Happineſs he enjov'd with her, and to attach 
him entirely to her ſelf, that he might never 
leave her. In this Scheme ſhe ſucceeded ſo well, 
that Prince Ahmed's Paſſion was not in the 
leaſt diminiſh'd by Poſſeſſion, but increaſed 


ſo much, that if he would, it was not in his 


Power to forbear loving her. 

At the End of ſix Months Prince Abmed, 
who always loved, and honoured the Sultan 
his Father, conceived a great Deſire to know 


how he did, and that Defire could not be ſa- 


tisfied without his abſenting, and going him- 
ſelf : he told the Fairy of it, and defired ſhe 
would give him Leave. | 
This D:ſcourfe alarm'd the Fairy, and 
made her fear it was only an Excuſe to leave 
her, and ther-upon ſaid to him, What Dif- 
guſt can | have given you to oblige you to aſk 
me this leave? Is it poſſible you ſhould have 
forgot, that you have pledged your Faith to 


me; and that you no longer love one, who 


is ſo. paſſionately fond of you; are not the 
proofs | have given you of it ſufficient Argu- 


ments ? 


My 


r 
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My Queen, replied the Prince. I am very 
well convinced of your Paſſion, and ſhould be 
very unworthy of it, if I did not teſtify my 
Acknowledgement by a reciprocal Love. If 
you are offended at the Leave l aſked, I beg 
of you to forgive me, and I'll make all the Re- 
paration I am capable of: I did not do it 
with an Intention of diſpleaſing you, but out 
of a pure Motive of Reſpe& towards my Fa- 
ther, whom I wiſh to free from the Affliction 
my ſo long Abſence muſt have occafioned 
him, which muſt be the greater, as I pre- 
ſume, he believes, that I am dead: But fince 
you do not conſent, that I ſhould afford him 
that Comfort, I'll do what you will, and no- 
thing to diſpleaſe you. 


Prince Ahmed, who did not diſſemble, and 


loved her, in his Heart, as much as he had aſ- 


ſured her by Word of Mouth, no longer in- 
ſiſted on 74 Leave he had aſked, and the 
Fairy expreſſed a great Satisfaction thereat : 
But as he could not abſolutely abandon the 
Deſign he had formed to himſelf, he often 
took an Opportunity to ſpeak to her of the 
reat Qualifications of the Sultan his Pather, 
and above all, of his Tenderneſs towards him. 
All this he ſaid with a Defign to move her 
Compaſſion ; for as he judged, the Sultan of 
the [ndies in the Midſt of all the Rejoicings, 
on Account of Prince Ali's and Princeſs Nou- 
rounihar's Nuptials, was ſenſibly afflicted at 
the Abſence of the other two Princes, his Sons, 
though it was not long before he was inform- 
ed of the Reſolution Prince Houſſain had tak- 
en to forſake the World, and the Place of 


Retreat he had made choice of. 
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But as a good Father's Happineſs conſiſts 
in ſeeing his Children about him, eſpecially 
when they are deſerving of his Tenderneſs, 
he would have been better pleaſed he had 
ſtayed at his Court; but as he could not fo 
much diſapprove of his Choice, he ſupported 
his Abſence more patiently ; though he made 
the moſt diligent Search after Prince Ahmed, 
and diſpatched Couriers, to all the Provinces 
of bis Dominions, with Orders to the Gover- 

nors to ſtop him, and oblige him to return to 


Court ; but all the Care he took had not the 


defired Succeſs, and his Trouble, inſtead of 


diminiſhing, increaſed. He would often talk 
with his Grand Vifier about it, and ſay to 
him, Viſicr, thou knoweſt I always loved 
Ahmed, the beſt of all my Sons, and thou art 
not inſenfible of the Means I have uſed to o- 
blige him to return, without Succeſs. My 
Grief is ſo lively, I ſhall fink under it, if thou 
haſt not Compaſſion on me; therefore if thou 
haſt any Regard for the Preſervation of my 
Life, I conjure thee to aſſiſt and adviſe me. 
The Grand Viſiter, no leſs attach'd to the 
Perſon of the Sultan, than zealous to acquit 
himſelf well of the Adminiſtration of the Af, 
fairs of State, confidering on the Means to 
give his Sovereign ſome Eaſe and Relief, be- 
thought of a Sorcereſs, of whom he had 
heard Wonders, propoſed: to ſend for her to 
conſult her. The Sultan conſented, and the 
Grand Vifier, after he had ſent for her, 
brought her to him himſelt. | 
The Sultan ſaid to the Magician, The Affl- 


ction I have been in fince the Marriage of my 
Son Prince Ali to the Prancels Noxronnthar, 


my 


n 
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my Neice, on the Account of the Abſence of 
Prince Ahmed, is ſo well known, and ſo pub- 

lick, that undoubtedly thou canſt be no 

Stranger to it. Therefore by thy Art and 

Skill canſt thou tell me, what is become of 

him? if he is alive, and where he is? what 

he is a doing; and if I may hope ever to ſee 
him again? To this the Sorcereſs. made An- 

ſwer, It is impoſſible, Sir, for me, though. 
never ſo ſkillful, to anſwer the Queſtions, 

your Majeſty aſks me, immediately ; but if 

you give me till to Morrow, I will. The 
Sultan granted her the Time, and ſent her 
away with a Promiſe to recompenſe her well, 
if her Anſwer proved according to his De- 
fire, 

This Magician returned the next Day, ande 
the Grand Viſier preſented her a ſecond Time 
to the Sultan. Sir, ſaid ſhe, notwithſtand- 
ing all the Diligence I have uſed by applying: 
my ſelt to the Rules of my Art, to obey your 
Majeſty, in what you defire to know, I have 
not been able to diſcover any Thing more, 
than that the Prince Ahmed is alive, but can- 
not find out where he is. 

The Sultan of the Indies was forced to be- 
ſatisfied with this Anſwer, which made him: 
fill as uneaſy about the Prince's Fate. 

But to return to Prince Ahmed ; He ſo of- 
ten entertained the Fairy Paribanon with the 
Sultan his Father,. without ſpeaking any more 
of his Deſire to ſee him, that ſhe comprehend- 
” edat the ſame Time what he meant; and 
perceiving this Reſtraint he put upon himſelf; 

and fearing, that her Refuſal might diſpleaſe, 
ſhe firſt infer'd to * that his Love = 
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her, was by the many Proofs ſhe had had at 
all times, ſincere; and then conſidering the 
Injuſtice ſhe was guilty of, by oppoſing a 
Sun's Tenderneſs for his Father, and endea- 
vouting to make him renounce that natural 
Inclination, ſhe reſolved to grant him the 
leave, which ſhe ſaw he always ſo ardently 
defired, and one Day ſaid to him, Prince, the 
Leave you have asked me to go and ſee the 
Sultan your Father, gave me a juſt Fear, that 
it was only a Pretext to ſhew your Inconſtan- 
cy, and to leave me, and that was the Mo- 
tive which made me refuſe you. But now l 
am ſo fully convinced by your Actions and 
Words, that I can depend on your Conſtan- 
cy and your ſteady Love, I change my Reſo- 
lation, and grant you that Leave, upon Con- 
dition, that you will ſwear to me aft, that 
your Abfence ſhall'not be long, and you will 
return ſoon, You ought not to be concern'd 
at this Condition, fince I don't ask it out of 
a Diſtruſt, but to ſhew. the Sincerity of my 
Love. | : | 
Prince Ahmed would have thrown himſelf 
at the Faity's Feet, to ſhew his Acknowledge- 
ment, but ſhe prevented him. My Sultaneſs, 
faid he, I am ſenſible of the great Favour you 
grant me; but want Words to return the 
Thanks it deſerves, and I conceive : ſupply 
this Defe&t', I conjure you, and whatever you 
can ſuggeſt to your ſelf, be perſuaded I think 
much more. You may believe, that the Oath 

ou require is a Pieaſure to me, and I take 
it moſt willingly, fince it is not poſſible for 
me to live without you. I go, but the Haſt 
Flt make to return, ſhall ſhew you, that it is 
15 5 not 
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not for fear of being foreſworn, but that [ 
fo low my Inclination, which is to live with 
you for ever; and if I am abſent ſome time, 
with your Conſent, 1 ſhall always avoid the 
Trouble a too long Abſence will create me. 
Paribanon was the more charm'd with theſe 
Sentiments of Prince Ahmed, becauſe they re- 
moved the Suſpicions ſhe had entertain'd of 
bim, fearing, that his earneſt Defire to go to 
fee the Sultan his Father, was only a Pretext 


to break his Faith with her. Prince, ſaid 


fhe, go when you pleaſe. But firit, don't 
take it amiſs, that I give you ſome Advice, 
how you ſhall behave your ſelf where you 
are going. Firſt, I don't think it proper for 

ou to tell the Sultan, your Father, of our 

larriage, nor of my Quality, nor the Place 
where you have been. Beg of him to be fa. 
tisfied in knowing you are happy, and deſite 
no more; and let him know, that the ſole 
E:d of your-Vifit is to make him eaſy, and 
inform him of your Fate. 

She appointed twenty Gentlemen, well 
mounted and. equipt to attend him. When 
all was ready, Prince Ahmed took his Leave 
of the Fairy, embraced her and renewed his 
Promiſe to return ſoon. Then his Horſe, 
which was moſt finely capariſon'd, and was 
as beautiful a Creature as any in the Sultan 
of the Indies Stables, was led to him, and he 
mounted him with an extraordinary Grace 
and Pleaſure to the Fairy, and after he had 
bid her a laſt Adieu, ſet forward on his Jour- 
ney. 5 

As it was not a great W:y to his Father's 
Capital, Prince Ahmed ſoon arrived _ 

| e 
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The People glad to ſee him again, receiv'd him 


with Acclamations of Joy, and followed him 
in Crowds to the Sultan's Apartment. The 
Sultan receiv'd and embraced him with great 
Toy, .complaining at the ſame time with a 
fatherly Tenderneſs, of the Affliction his long 
Abſence had been to him; which he ſaid 
was the more grievous, for that Fortune ha- 
ving decided in favour of Prince Ali his 
Brother, he was afraid he might have com- 
mitted ſome raſh Action. 

Sir, reply'd Prince Ahmed, I leave it to 
your Majeſty to confider, if after having loſt 
the Princeſs Nouronnihar, who was the only 
Object of my Defires, I could reſolve to be 
a Witneſs of Prince Alis Happineſs, If I had 
been capable of ſo mean a Spirit; what 
would the Court and Town have thought of 
my Love, or what your Majeſty ? Love is a 
Paſſion we cannot throw off when we will; it 
rules and governs us, and will not permit a 
true Lover to have the right Uſe of his Rea- 
ſon. Your Majeſty knows, that when I ſhot 
my Arrow, the moſt extraordinary thing that 
ever befel] any Body, happen'd to me, that 
in ſo large and open a Plain, as that we ſhot 
in, my Arrow was not to be found; upon 
which I loſt the Prize, tho' there was as much 
Juſtice due to my Love, as that of the Prin- 
ces my Brother's. Tho' thus vanquiſh'd by 
the Caprice of Fate, I loſt no Time in vain 
Complaints; but to ſatisfy my perplex'd Mind, 


in an Adventure, which I could not compre- 
hend, I gave my Attendants the Slip, and 


returned back again alone to look for my Ar- 


row, I fought all about the Place where 
Prince 
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Prince Houſſain's and Prince Alis were found, 
and where I imagined mine ſhould fall, but 
all my Labour was in vain. However I was 
not diſmay'd, but continued my Search in a 
dire& Line, and looked carefully about, where 
I could gueſs it might fall, and after this 
Manner had gone above a League without 
being able to meet with any thing like an Ar- 
row. 

When I reflected, that it was not poſſible 
that mine ſhould fly ſo far, I ſtopt, to exa=- 
mine with my {1 whether or no 1 
was in my right Senſes, to flatter my ſelf 
with having Strength enough to ſhoot an Ar- 
row ſo much farther, than any of the greateſt 
Heroes in the World were able to do. After 
I had argued thus with my ſelf, I was ready 
to abandon my Enterprize; but when I was 
for putting my Reſolution in execution, I 
found my ſelf drawn forward almoſt againſt 
my Will, and after having gone four Leagues 
to that Part of the Plain where it is bound- 
ed by the Rocks, I perceiv'd my Arrow, ran 
and took it up, and knew it to be the ſame 
which I ſhot. But knowing, that it was not 
found at a proper Time or Place, I was far 
from thinking your Majeſty had done me any 
Injuſtice, in declaring for my Brother Prince 
Ali, but interpreted what had happen'd to 
me quite otherwiſe, and never doubted but 
there was a Myſtery in it to my Advantage, 
the Diſcovery of which I ought not to neg- 
lect, and which I found out, without going 
much farther, But as to what this Myſtery 
is, I will beg your Majeſty will not take it 
il, that I am ſilent, aad that you will by ts 

tishe 
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tisfied to know from my own Mouth, that | 


am DaPP?s and content with my Fate. ; 
In the midſt of all my Happineſs, the on- 


ly thing that troubled me, or was capable of 


diſturbing me, was the Uneafineſs J feared 
your Majeſty was in, upon Account of my 
eaving the Court, and your not knowing 
what was become of me ; therefore, I thought 
it my Duty to ſatisfy you in that Point. This 
was the only Motive which brought me hi- 
ther, and'the only Favour I ask of your Ma. 
jeſty, is to give me Leave to come often and 


pay you my Reſpe&s, and to know how you 


Son, anſwer'd the Sultan of the Indies, 1 
cannot refuſe you the Leave you ask me; 
but I ſhould much rather you could reſolve 
to ſtay with me; at leaſt tell me, where l 
may ſend to you, if you ſhould fail to come, 
or when I may think your Preſence neceſſary. 
Sir, reply'd Prince Ahmed; what your Ma je- 
ty asks of me, is Part of the Myſtery J 
ſpoke to your Majeſty of. I beg of you to 
give me Leave to remain filent on this 


Head; for I ſhall come fo frequently, that I 


am afraid, that I ſhall ſooner be thought 


troubleſome, than be accuſed of Negligence 
in my Duty. 

The Sultan of the Indies preſs'd Prince Al- 
med no more, but ſaid to him, Son, I pene- 
trate no further into your Secrets, but leave 
you at your own Liberty; but can tell you, 
that you could not do me a greater Pleaſure 
than to come, and by your Preſence reſtore to 
me the Joy I have not felt this long time ; 
and that you ſhall always be welcome when 

| you 
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you come, without interrupting your Bufi- 
neſs or Pleaſures. 

Prince Ahmed ſtayed but three Days at the 
Sultan his Father's Court, and the Land re- 
turn'd to the Fairy Paribanon, who did not 
expect him ſo ſoon. His Diligence made her 
condemn herſelt for ſuſpecting his want of 
Fidelity. She never diſſembled in the leaſt, 
but _— own'd her Weakneſs to the 
Prince, and ask'd his Pardon. Thus the U- 
nion of theſe two Lovers became perfect. 

A Month after Prince Ahmed 's Return from 
paying a Viſit to his Father, as the Fairy Pari- 

anon had obſerved, that the Prince, fince the 
Time that he gave her an Account of his Jour- 
ney, his Diſcourſe with his Father, and the 
Leave he aſked to go to ſee him often, had ne- 
ver talked of the Sultan, as if there had been 
no ſuch Perſon in the World? whereas before 
he was always ſpeaking of him, ſhe thought 
be forebore upon her Account; therefore ſhe 
took an Opportunity to ſay to him one Day, 
Prince, tell me: Have you forgot the Sultan 
your Father ? Don't you remember the Pro- 
miſe you made to go and ſee him often? For 
my Part I have not forgot what you told me 
at your Return, and ſo put you in Mind of it, 
that you may not be long, before you acquit 
= ſelf of your Promiſe the firſt Time, 

owever. 

Madam, replied Prince Ahmed, with the 
ſame Mirth the Fairy ſpoke to him, As I know 
I am not guilty of the Forgetfulneſs you ſpeak 
of; I rather chuſe to be thus reproached than 
expoſed to a Refuſal, by ſhewing unſeafon- 


ably a Defire for a Thing, which you might 
not 
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not be pleaſed to grant me ſo readily, Prince, 
faid the Fairy, I would have you in thisAfair, F 
not have ſo much Confideration for me, fince Þ 
it is a Month fince you have ſeen the Sultan, 
your Father; pay him another Viſit to Mor. 
row ; and after that, go and ſee him once 2 
Month, without ſpeaking to me, or waiting 
for my Leave, 

Prince Ahmed went the next Morning with 
the ſame Attendance as* before, but much 
figer, and himſelf more magnificently mount- 
ed, equipt and dreſs'd, and was received by 
the Sultan with the ſame Joy and Satisfacti- 
on. For ſeveral Months he conſtantly paid 
his Viſits and always in a richer and finer 
Equipage. 

At laſt ſomeViziers, the Sultan's Favourites, 
who judged of Prince Abmed's Grandeur and 
Power by the Figure he made, abuſed the 
Liberty the Sultan gave them of ſpeaking to 
him, by making him jealous of his Son, 
They repreſented to him, that it was but 
common Prudence, to know where the Prince 
retired, and how he could afford to live at 
ſuch a Rate, fince he had no Revenue nor 
Income aſſign'd him, and that he only came 
to Court to brave him, and to ſhew he want- 
ed nothing of him to live like a Prince, and 
it was to be feared he migbt inveigle him- 
— into the People's Favour and dethrone 

im. 

The Sultan of the Indies was ſo far from 
thinking, that Prince Ahmed could be capable 
of ſo pernicious a Defign, as his Favourites 
would make him believe, ſaid to them; you 
are miſtaken, my Son loves me, and I am 

Ce- 
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certain of his Tenderneſs and Fidelity, as I 
have given him no Reaſon to be diſguſt- 


ed. 

Upon theſe laſt Words, one of the Favou- 
rites took an Opportunity to ſay, Your Ma- 
jeſty, in the Opinion of People of moſt Senſe, 
could not have taken a better Method than 
what you have done with the three Princes 
about their Marriage with the Princeſs Nou- 
rounithar ; but who knows, whether Prince A- 
med has ſubmitted to his Fate with the ſame 
Refignation as Prince Houſſain ? May not he 
imagine, that he only deſerved her, and that 
your Majeſty, by leaving that Matter to be 
decided by Chance, has done him Injuſtice ? 

Your Majeſty may ſay, added the malici- 
ous Favourite, that Prince Ahmed has given 
no Sign of a Diflatisfation, that our Fears 
are vain, that we are too eafily alarm'd, and 
are in the wrong to entertain Sufpicions of 
this Nature, which may have no Ground, 
againſt a Prince of his Blood. But Sir, per- 
ſued the Favourite, it may be alſo theſe Suſ- 
prima are well * Your Majeſty is 
enfible, that in ſo nice and important an Af- 
fair, you cannot be too much upon your 
Gaal Conſider, it is the Prince's Buſineſs 
to diflemble, amuſe and deceive you, and 
the Danger is the greater as the Prince re- 
fides not far from your Capital; and if your 
Majeſty gave but the ſame Attention that we 

o, you may obſerve, that every Time be 
comes, he and his Attendants are freſh, and 
their Cloaths and Houſings are as clean and 
bright, as if they juſt came out of the Maker's 


Hands, and their Horſes look as if they ood 
only 
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only been walk'd out. Theſe are ſuch ſuffi. 
cient Signs, that Prince Abmed does not come 
a great way, that we ſhould think our ſelves 
wanting in our Duty,if we did not make our 
humble Remonſtrances, that for your own 
Preſervation and the good of your People, 
you might take ſuch Meaſures as you ſhould 
think fit. 

When the Favourite had made an End of 
this long Speech, the Sultan ſaid, Be as it 
will, I don't believe my Son Ahmed is ſo 
wicked as you would perſuade me he is; 
however I am obliged to you for your good 
Advice, and don't diſpute, but that it pro- 
ceeds from your good Intentions. 

The Sultan of the Indies (aid this, that his 
Favourites might not know the Impreſſions 

their Diſcourſe had made on his Mind, which 
had ſo alarm'd him, that he reſolved to 
have Prince Ahmed watch'd, unknown to his 
Grand Vizier. For this End he ſent for the 
Magician, who was introduced 'by a Back- 
Door into his Apartment. Thou toldeſt me 
the Truth, ſaid he, when thou aſſuredſt me 
my Son Ahmed was alive, for which I am 
obliged to thee ; but now thou muſt do me 
another Pleaſure, I have ſeen him fince, and 
he comes to my Court every Month; but I 
cannot learn from him where he reſides, 
and I would not force his Secret out of him; 
but believe thee capable of ſatisfying my 
Curiofity, without letting him or any of my 
Court know any Thing of the Matter. Thou 
know'f}, that at this preſent he is here with 
me, and is uſed to go away without taking 
Leave of me, or any of my Court. Go im- 

mediately 
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mediately upon the Road, and watch him fo 
well, as to find out where he retires, and 
bring me Word. 

The Ma.'ician left the Sultan, and knowing 
the Place where Prince Ahm d found his Arrow, 
went immedaiatel» thither,and hid ner (e.t near 
the Rocks, ſo that no body could ſee her. 

The next Morning Prince Am d ſet out 
by Day-Break, without taking Leave either 
of the Sultan, or an of his Court, according 
to Cuſtom. The Magici:n ſceing him com- 
ing, follow'd him with her Eyes, till all on 
a ſudden, ſhe loſt Sight of him and his At- 
tendants. 

As the Rocks were very ſteep, and crag- 
gy, they were an inſurmountable Barrier, ſo 
that the Magician judged, that there were 
but two Things for ir, either that the Prince 
retired into ſome Cavern, or an Abode of 
Genies or Fairies. Thereupon ſhe came out 
of the Place where ſhe was hid, and went 
direAly to the hollow Way, which ſhe tra- 
ced till ſhe came to the STO End, looking 
carefully about on all Sides. But notwith- 
ſtanding all her Diligence, could perceive no. 
Opening, not ſo much as the Iron Gate which 
Prince Ahmed diſcover'd, which was to be ſeen 
and open'd to none but Men, and only to ſuch 
as whoſe Preſence was agreeable to the Fai- 

Paribanon, | 

The Magician, who ſaw it was in vain for. 
her to ſearch any farther, was obliged to be 
ſatisfyed with the Diſcovery ſhe had made, 
and return'd to give the Sultan an Account. 
When ſhe had told him what ſhe had done, 
ſhe added, Your Majeſty may eaſily 2 
| , 


— 
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ſtand, after what I have had the Honour to 
tell you, it will be no hard Matter to give 
you the Satisfaction you deſire of Prince 4h. 
med's Conduct. I won't tell you now, what 
I think, but chuſe to let you know it, when 
I can do it, and can give you a juſt Account; 
to do which, I only ask time, and that you 
will have Patience, and give me Leave to 
do it, without knowing firſt, what Meaſures I 
deſign to take. 

The Sultan was very well pleaſed with the 
Magician's Conduct, and ſaid to her, do you 
as you think fit: I'Il wait patiently the Event 
of your Promiſes; and to encourage her made 
her a Preſent of a Diamond of great Value, 
telling her it was only an Earneſt of the Re- 
compence ſhe ſhould have, if ſhe did him 
that important piece of Service, which he 
left to her Management. 

As Prince Almed had obtain'd the Fairy Paz 
ribanon's Leave to go to the Sultan of the In- 
dies Court once a Month, he never fail'd, and 
the Magician knowing the Times, went a 
Day or two before to the Foot of the Rock 
where ſhe loſt Sight of the Prince, and his 
Attendants, and waited there with an Inten- 
tion to execute the Project ſhe had in her 
Head. 

The next Morning Prince Ahmed went out 
as uſual at the Iron-Gate, with the ſame At- 
tendants as before, and paſs'd by the Magici- 
an, whom he knew not to be ſuch, and ſee- 
ing her lie with her Head againſt the Rock, 
and complaining as if ſhe was in great Pain, 
he pitied her, turn'd his Horſe about, and 
went to her, and ask'd her what —_— 

| at- 
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Matter with her, and what he could do to 


| eaſe her. 


The artful Sorcer ſs look'd at the Prince in 


* a pitiful manner, without ever lifting up her 
Head, and anſwer'd, in broken Words and 
* Sighs, as if ſhe could hard'y tetch her Breath, 
that ſhe was going to the Capital City, but 
in the Way thither ſhe was taken with ſo vi- 
| olent a Fever, that her Strength failed her, 
and ſhe was forced to lie down where he ſaw 


her, far from any Hahitation, and without 
any Hopes of Aſſiitance. 

Good Women, reply'd Prince Ahmed, you 
are not ſo far from Help as you imagine : I 
am ready to aſſiſt you, and convey you, where 
you ſhall not only have all poſſible Care ta- 


ken of you, but where you will meet with 
a a ſpeedy Cure. Only get up, and let one 


| 
; 
| 
| 


; 


; 


of my People take you behind him. 


At theſe Words, the Magician who preten- 
ded Sickneſs only to know where the Prince 
lived, and what he did, refuſed not the cha- 
ritable Offer he made her ; and that her A- 
ctions might correſpond with her Words, 


! ſhe made many pretended vain Endeavours 
to get up. At the ſame time two of the 


Prince's Attendants lighted off their Horſes 
helped her up and ſet her behind another, 
and mounted their Horſes again and followed 


the Prince, who turn'd back to the Iron- 


he wanted to ſpeak with her, 


Gate, which was open'd by one of his Re- 
tinue, who rid before: And when he came 
into the outward Court of the Fairy's, with- 
out diſmounting himſelf, he ſent to tell her 


The 
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The Fairy Paribanon came with all imagi. 
nable Hait, not knowing what made Prince 
Ahmed return {0 ſoon, who not giving her 
time to ask him the Reaſon, laid ; Princeſs, 
I deſire, you would have Com paſſion on this 

ood Woman, pointing to the Magician, who 
was held up by two of his Retinue. I found 
her in the Condition you fee her in, nd pro- 
miſed her the Aſſiitance ſhe ſtands in EY 
and am perſuaded, that you, out of your 
own Goodneis, as well as upon my intreaty, 
wili not abandon her. 

The Fairy Paribanon, who had her Eyes fixt 
upon the pretended fick Woman, all the time, 
that the Prince was talking to her, ordered 
two of her Women who followed her, to 
take her from the two Men that held her, 
and carry her into an Apartment of the Pa. 
lace, and take as much Care of her, as her 


ſelf. 


Whilſt the two Women executed the Fai- Þ 
ry's Commands, ſhe went up to Prince Ahmed, 
and whiſpering him in the Ear, faid ; Prince 
L commend your Compaſſion, which is wor- 


thy of you and your Birth; I take a great 
Pleaſare in gratifying ous good Intention, 
but give me leave to tell you, I am afraid it 
will be but ill rewarded. This Woman is 
not ſo fick, as ſhe pretends to be; and I am 
very much miſtaken, if ſhe is not an Impo- 
ſtor, who will be the Cauſe of a great Trou- 
ble to you. But don't be concern'd : let 
what will be deviſed againſt you, be perſua- 
ded, that I will deliver you out of all the 
Snares that ſhall be laid for you ; Go and per- 
ſue your Journey. 2 

16 
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Leave of the Fairy, an 


had given him, 
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This Diſcourſe of the Fairy's, did not in 


the leaſt fright Prince Ahmed: My Princeſs, 


{aid he, as I don't remember IJ ever did, or 
deſign d, any Body an Injur „cannot believe, 
any Body can have a Thought of doing me 
one; but if they have, I ſhall not neverthe- 
leſs forbear doing Good, whenever I have an 
Opportunity. Aſter ſaying ſo, he took his 

4 ſet forward again for 
bis Father's Capital, where he ſoon arrived, 


and was received as uſual by the Sultan, who 


diſguiſed as much as poſſible the Trouble the 
Diſcourſe and Suſpicions of his Favourites 

In the mean time the two Women carried 
the Magician into a vcry fine Apartment 
richly furniſh'd. Firſt, they ſat ber down 
upon a Sofa, with her Back ſupported with a 


* Cuſhion of Gold Brocade, while they made 
2 Bed on the ſame Sofa before her, the Quile 
of which was finely imbroidered with Silk, 
the Sheets of the fineſt Linnen, and the Co- 
verlid Cloth of Gold. When they had put 
her into Bed, (for the old Sorcereſs preten- 


ded that her Fever was ſo violent ſhe could 
not help her ſelf in the leaſt) one of the 
Women went out and returned ſoon again, 
with a China Difh in her Hand, full of a cer- 
tain Liquor, which ſhe preſented to the Ma- 
oician, while the other helped her up on her 
Breech : Drink this Liquor, ſaid ſhe, it is 
the Water of the Fountain of Lyons, and a 
ſovereign Remedy againſt all Fevers whatſoe- 
ver. You will find the Effects of it in leſs 


than an Hour's time. 
| | K The 
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The Magician, todifſemble the better, took 
it after a great deal of Intreaty, as if ſhe waz 
very 00 averſe to take that Potion; but at 
laſt ſhe rook the China Diſh, and holding 
back her Head, ſwallowed down the Liquor, 
When ſhe was laid down again, the two Wo. 
men cover'd her up; lie quiet, ſaid ſhe who 
brought her the China Cup, and pet a little 
Yep, if you can; we'll leave you, and hope 
to find you perfeAly cured when we come 
again an Hour hence. 

The Magician, who came not to act a fick 
Part long, but only to diſcover Prinee Ahmed“ 
Retreat, and what made him leave his Fa. 
ther's Court, being fully fatisfyed in what ſhe 
wanted to know, would willingly have de. 
clared, that the Potion had then had its Ef. 
fect; ſo great was her Defire to return to the 
Sultan, to inform him of the Succeſs of her 
Commiſſion : But as ſhe had been told, that 
the Potion did not operate immediately, ſhe 
was forced to wait the two Womens Return. 

The two Women came again at the Time 
they ſaid they ſhould, and found the Magici- 
an got up and dreſs'd, and fate upon the 8o- 
fa; who, when ſhe ſaw them open the Door 
of her Apartment, cry'd out, O admirable 
Potion ! it has wrought its Cure much ſooner 


than you told me it would, and 1 have waited 


a long time with Impatience to defire you to 
carry me to your charitable Miftreſs to thank 
her for her Kindneſs, for which I ſhall always 
be obliged to her; fince being thus cured to 
a Miracle, I ſhall not loſe any Time, but 


ſhall be able to proſecute my Journey. 
* Anh 7, | The 


The two Women, who were Fairies as well 
as their, Miſtreſs, after they had told the Ma» 

ician how glad they were that ſhe was cured 
o ſoon, walk'd before her, and conducted 
her thro' ſeveral Apartments, all more noble 
than that wherein ſhe lay, into a large Hall, 
the moſt richly and magnificently furniſh'd of 
all the Palace. 

Paribavon was fate in this Hall on a 
Throne of Maſſy Gold, inrich'd with Dia- 
monds, Rubies and Pearls of an extr ordi- 
nary Size, and attended on each Hand by a 
great Number of beautiful Fairies, all richly 
cloath'd. At the fight of ſo much Majeſty, 
the Magician was not only dazled, but was 
ſo amaz'd, that after ſhe had proſtrated her- 
ſelf before the Throne, ſhe could not open 
her Lips to thank the Fairy, as ſhe propoſed. 
However Paril anon ſaved her the Treuble, and 
ſaid to her, Good Woman, I am glad I had 
an Opportunity to oblige you, and to ſee you 
are able to purſue your Journey. I won't de- 
tain you, but prongs you may not be dif- 
pleaſed to ſee my Palace ; follow my Wo- 
men, they ſhall ſhew it you. 

The old Sorcereſs, who had not Power nor 
Courage to ſay a Word, proitrated herſelf 
with her Head to the Tapeſtry that cover'd 
the Font of the Throne a ſecond Time, and 
ſo took her Leave, and was conducted by the 
two Fairies through all the ſame Apartments, 
which were ſhewn to Prince Ahmed at his firſt 
Arrival there, and examining all the Riches 
and Magnificence, ſhe often made great Ex- 
clamations. But what was the greateſt Sub- 
ect of her Admiration was, thar the two Fai- 
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ries told her, that all ſhe ſaw and was ſurpri. 
zed at, was a meer Trifle in reſpect of thei 
Miſtreſs's Grandeur and Riches; and that in 
the Extent of her Dominions ſhe had ſo many 
Palaces, that they could not tell the Number 
of them, all of different Models and Archi. 
tecture, and as magnificent and noble. In 
talking of a great many other Particulars, they 
brought her at laſt to the Iron Gate, at which 
Prince Al med brought her in, and which, af. 
ter ſhe had taken her Leave of them, and 
thanked them for the Pains they had taken, 
they open'd, and wiſh'd her a good Journey. 

After the Magician had gone a little way, 
ſhe turn'd back again to obſerve the Door, 


and know it again; but all in vain, for as 1 


have before obſerved, it was inviſible to her 
and all other Women. Except in this Cir- 


cCumſtance, ſhe was very well ſatisfy'd with 


executing the Commiſſion ſhe had taken up- 
on herſelf, and poſted away to the Sultan. 
When ſhe came to the Capital, ſhe went a 
oreat many By-ways to get privately to the 
Back-door of the Sultan's Pal-ce, who being 
informed of her Arrival, ſent for her into his 
Apartment, and perceiving a melancholy Pang 
upon her Countenance, he thought ſhe had 
not ſucceeded, and ſaid to her, by thy Looks 
1 gueſs that thy Journey has been to no pur- 
poſe, and thou haſt not made the Diſcovery | 


expected from thy Diligence. Sir, reply'd 


the Magician, your Majeſty muſt give me 
Leave to repreſent to you, that you ought not 
to judge by my Looks, whether or no I have 


behaved my ſelf well in the Execution of the 
:Commands you was pleaſed to honour me 


with, 
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with, but by the fatal Reports I ſhall make 
you of all that has happened to me, and by 
which you'll find that I have not negleRed 
any thing that could render me worthy of 
your Approbation. The DIET you ob- 


ſerve in my Face proceeds from another Cauſe 


| than the want of Succeſs, which I hope your 


Majeſty will have all the Reafon in the World 

to be content with, and of which, if you will 

have Patience, the Relation I am going to 
ive, will inform you. 

Then the Magician related to the Sultan of 
the Indies, how ſhe pretending to be fick 
Prince Ahmed, moved with Comp flion, ha 
her carried into a ſubterraneous Abode, and 
preſented and recommended her himſelf to a 
Fairy of an incomparable Beauty, defiring 
her by her Care to contribute towards her 
Health. Then ſhe told him, with how much 
Complaiſance the Fairy preſently ordered two 
Fairies that attended her, to tak = care of her, 
and not leave her till ſhe was recovered 3 
which great Condeſcenſion, ſaid ſhe, could 
proceed from no other Perſon but from a Wife 
toa Husband. Afterwards the old Sorcereſs 
exaggerated on her Surpriſe at the Front of 
the Palace, which, ſhe ſaid, had not its Fel- 
low in the World, and gave him an Account 
how the two Fairies held her up by each 
Arm, like a fick Perſon as ſhe feigned to be, 
that could not walk or ſupport herſelf; and 
made a long Story of the Care they took of 
her, after they had led her intozan Apartment, 
of the Pot'on they made her drink, and the 
quickneſs of her Cure; how ſhe till pre- 
tended S ekneſs, tho' ſhe never doubted of the 
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Vertue of the Draught: But above all, ſhe 
was ſure not to forget the Majeſty of the Fai- 
ry ſeated on a Throne that ſhined again with 
Jewels, the Value of which exceeded all the 
Riches of the Kingdom of the Indies; and 
that in ſhort, all the other Riches, which 
were included in that vaſt Palace, were im- 
menſe. | 

Here the Magician finiſhing the Relation of 
the Succeſs of her Commiſſion, and continu- 
ing her Diſcourſe, ſaid, What does your Ma- 
jeſty think of theſe unhea$d of Riches of the 


Fairy? Perhaps, you will ſay, you are ſtruck 


with Admiration, and rejoyce at the good 
Fortune of Prince Ahmed your Son, who en- 
joys them in common with the Fairy. For 
my Part, Sir, I beg of your Majeſty to forgive 
me, if I take the Liberty to remonſtrate to 
you that I think otherwiſe, and to tell you 
that I ſhudder when I confider the Misfortune 
which may happen to you. And this is the 


Melancholy which I could not ſo well diſſem- 


ble, and you ſo ſoon perceived. I would be- 
lieve that Prince Ahmed of his own Nature 
is incapable of undertaking any thing againſt 
your Majeſty. But who can anſwer, that the 
Fairy by her Charms and Carefles, and the 
Influence ſhe has already over him, may not 
inſpire him with a pernicious Defizn of de- 
throning your Majeſty, and ſeizing the Crown 


of the Indies, This is what your Majeſty 


ought to conſider as a ſerious Affair, and of 
the utmoſt Importance. a LE 
Tho? the Sultan of the Indies was very well 
perſwaded that Prince Ahmed's Natural Dif- 
poſition was good, yet he could not help'be- 
ing 
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ing concern'd at the Diſcourſe of the old Sor- 
cereſs, to whom, when ſhe was for taking her 
Leave, he ſaid, I thank thee for the Pains 
thou haſt taken, and thy wholſome Advice; 
am ſo ſenſible of the great Importance it is 
to me, that I ſhall deliberate upon it in 
Council. 

AGE? he returned to his Favourites, 
with whom he was conſulting, when he was 
told of the Magician's Arrival, and ordered 
her to follow him. He acquainted them with 
what he had learn'd, and communicated to 
them alſo the Reaſon he had to fear the Fai- 
ry's Influence over the Prince, and aſk'd them 
what Meaſures they thought moſt proper to 
be taken to prevent ſo great a Misfortune. To 
which, one of the Favourites taking upon 
bimſelf to ſpeak for the reſt, ſaid, Your Ma- 
jeſty knows who muſt be the Author, and now 

e 18 in your Courr, and in your Power, you 
ought to make no Scruple to put him under 
Arreſt ; and I won't ſay, take away his Life, 
but make him a cloſe Priſoner while he lives. 
This Advice all the other Favourites unani 
moully applauded. 

Then the Magician, who thought it too 
violent, aſk'd the Sultan Leave to ſpeak, 
which he granted her, and ſhe ſaid, Sir, I am 
perſwaded, the Zeal of your Counſellors for 
your Majeſty's Intereſt makes them propoſe 
the arreſting of Prince Ahmed. But perhaps 
they will not take it amiſs, if I offer to your 
and their Confideration, that if you arreſt the 
Prince, you muſt alſo detain his Retinue, 
who are all Genies. And it is to be thought 
it will not be eaſy to ſeize and ſecure their Per- 
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fons. Is not their Property ſuch, as they Þ © 
can render themſelves invifible, and tranſport ; 
themſelves to the Fairy, and give her an 
Account of the Inſult offered her Husband? | 
And can it be ſuppoſed ſhe will ler it go un- 
revenged? But would it not be better, if b ; 
any other Means, which might not ke 6 
great a Noiſe, the Sultan could ſecure him- 
ſelf againft any ill Defigns Prince Ahmed 
may have againſt him, and not injure his | 
Majeſty's Honour, or any body be e | 
of giving evil Counſel, If his Majeſty has 
any Opinion of my Advice, as Genies and | 
Fairies can do things impracticable to. Men, | 
it would pique Prince 4bmed in his Honour to 
engage him by means of the Fairy, to pro- 
cure ou certain Advantages, which he will be 
obliged to do. As for Example, every time 
5 Majeſty goes into the Field, you are o- 
ſiged to be at a great Expence not only in 
Pavilions and Tents for your Army, but likc- 
wiſe in Mules and Camels to carry their Bag- 
| gage, Now might not you engage him to 
| uſe his Intereſt with the Fairy to procure you 
1 a Tent, which might be carried in a Man's 
1 Hand, and which ſhould be ſo large as to 
Ih ſhelter your whole Army againſt any bad 
if Weather. Ml n | 
1 I need ſay no more to your Majeſty; if the 
bt Prince brings ſuch a Tent, you may make a 
[ great many other Demands of the ſame Na- 
4 ture, that at laſt he muſt fink under the Dif- 
if ficulties, the Impoſfibility of the executing 
of them will put him to, notwithſtanding the 
Power and fertile Inventions of the Fairy, 
who has inticed him from you by 3 in- 
| | chant- 


chantments, that at laſt he will be aſhamed to 
appear, and will be forced to paſs the reſt of 
his Life with the Fairy, excluded from any 
Commerce with the World, and then your 
Majeſty will have no Reaſon to be afraid of 
any Enterprizes from him, and cannor be re- 

roached with ſo deteſtable an Action, as the 
ſhedding of a Son's Blood, or making him a 
Priſoner for ever. | 

When theMagician had finiſh'd her Speech; 
the Sultan aſk'd his Favourites, if they had 
any thing better to propoſe, and finding then, 
all filent, determined to follow the Magici- 
an's Advice, as the moſt reaſonable and moſt 
agreeable to his mild Government. 

The next Day, when the Prince came into 
his Father's Preſence, who was talking with 
his Favourites, and had fat down by him, af- 
ter a Converſation on indifferent Subjects, 
the Sultan addreſſing himſelf to Prince Ab- 
med, ſaid, Son, when you came and diſpell'd 
thoſe Clouds of Melancholly which your long 
Abſcnce had brought upon me, you mode the 
Place of your Retreat a Myſtery to me; that 
I am:ſatisfy'd to ſee you again, and know that 
you was content with your Condition, | would 
not penetrate farther into your Secret, when J 
found you did not care I ſhould. I don't 
know, why you ſhould uſe a Father after this 
manner, who ever was, and will be, glad of 
your Happineſs. However | know your good 
Fortune, and very much approve your Con- 
duct in marrying a, Fairy ſo worthy of your 
Love, and ſo rich and powerful, as | am in- 
form'd, it was not poſſible for me to have 
procured ſo great a Match for you, And now 
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you are raiſed to ſo high a Rank as to be en- 
vied by every body but me your Father; l 
not was; deſire ou to preſerve the good Un- 
derſtanding between us, we have lived in hi- 
therto; but that you would uſe your Credit 
with the Fairy to obtain for me a little of her 
Aſſiſtance, which I ſtand in need of in one 
Circumſtance, and therefore will make a Trial 
of your Intereſt. 

You are not unſenfible what a great Ex- 
pence, not to, mention the Embarraſment to 
my Generals and Officers, Tents, Pavilions, 


the Mules and Camels which carry them, are 


to me every time I take the Field. Now if 
you would but give your Attention to do me 
2 Pleaſure, I am perſuaded you could eafily 
procure from her a Pavilion that might be 
carried in a Man's Hand, and which would 
extend over a large Army : Befides, when 
ou let her know it is for me, th“ it may be 
a difficult Thing, ſhe will not refuſe you; all 
the World knows Fairies are capable of doing 
moſt extraordinary Things. 
Prince Ahmed never expected, that the Sul- 
tan his Father would have afk'd ſuch a Thing, 
which at firſt appeared fo difficult, not to 
ſay impoſſible. Tho' he knew not abſolutely 
how great the Power of Genies and Pairies 
was, he doubted whether it extended ſo far 
as to compaſs ſuch a Tent as his Father de- 
fired: Moreover he had never aſk'd any ing 
of the Fairy Paribano», but was ſatisfy'd wi 


the continual and many Proofs ſhe had given 


him of her Paſſion, which he ſtudied to pre- 
ſerve, without any Views or Intereſt, further 


than her Love; therefore he was in the 
| gteateſt 
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greateſt Embarraſment imaginable what An- 
{wer to make : At laſt, he reply'd, If, Sir, af- 
ter the finding of my Arrow, I have made 
my Actions a Secret to you, the Reaſon was, 
that was of no great Importance to you to be 
informed of them; and tho' I know not how 
this Myſtery has been revealed to you, I can- 
not deny but your Information is very juſt. I 
have married the Fairy you ſpeak of; I love 
her, and am perſuaded ſhe loves me; but can 
ſay nothing to the Influence your Majeſty be- 
lieves I have over her. Tis what I have not 
yet made an Experiment of, nor thought of, 
and ſhould be very glad you would diſpence 
with me from undertaking it, but let me en- 
joy the Happineſs of loving and being belo- 
ved without any other Views or Intereſt, But 
the Demand of a Father is a Command upon 
every Child like me, who thinks it my Duty 
to obey him in every thing. And tho' it is 
with the greatelt Reluctance imaginable, I 
65 my Wife, 
your Majeſty deſires, but will not promiſe you 
to obtain it; and if I ſhould not have the Ho- 
nour to come again to pay you my Reſpedts. 
that ſhall be the Si ＋ K* _ _ wird 
Succeſs : But — 4 deſire you to for- 
give me, and conſider that you yourſelf have 
reduced me to this Extremity. | 
Son, reply'd the Sultan of the | Indies, I 
ſhould be ver ſorry what I aſk of you-ſhould- 
caule me the Diſpleaſure of never ſeeing you 
more. I find you don't know the Power 2 
Husband has over a Wife ; and yours would: 
ſhew that her Love to you was very indiffe-- 
rent, if ſhe, with the Power ſhe has of a 
Fairy 


that nothing was the matter with 
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Fairy, ſhould refuſe you ſo trifling a Requeſt 


as this I defire you to aſk of her for my ſake, 


Lay afide your Fears, which proceed from 
your believing your ſelf not loved ſo well as 
you would be. Go and aſk her only, you'll 
find the Fairy loves you better than you ima- 
gine, and remember that People, for want of 
aſking, often loſe great Advantages, Think 
with your ſelf, that as you love her, you 
could refuſe her nothing; therefore if ſhe 
loves you, no more can ſhe you. | 

All this Diſcourſe of the Sultan of the Hr. 
dies could not perſuade Prince Ahmed, who 
would rather he would have aſk'd any thin 
elſe, than _— him to the Hazard of diſ- 

leaſing his dear Paribanon; and ſo great was 
bis Chagrin, that he left the Court two Days 
ſooner than he was uſed to do. 

When he returned back again to the Fairy, 
to whom he always appeared with a merry, 
gay Countenance, ſhe aſk'd him the Cauſe of 
the Alteration ſhe 1 in his Looks, and 
finding that inſtead of anſwering her, he in- 
quired after her Health, to avoid ſatisfying 
her: She ſaid to him, I will anſwer your 
Queſtion when you have anſwered mine. 
The Prince deny'd it a long time, proteſting 

bim; but 

the more he denied it, ſhe teazed him, and 
faid to him, I cannot bear to ſee ou in this 
Condition; tell me what makes you fo con- 
eerned, that I may eaſe your Trouble what- 
ever may be the Cauſe of it; for it muſt be 
very extraordinary, if it is out of my Power, 
unleſs it be the Death of the Sultan your 
Father, 
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Father, and in that Caſe I'll contribute all 
that lies in my Power to comfort you. 

Prince Ahmed could not long withſtand the. 
prefling Inſtances of the Fairy; Madam, 
{aid he, God prolong the Sultan my Father's 
Life, and blefs him ; I left him alive and in 

erfet Health; therefore that is not the Cauſe 
of the Melancholy you perceive in me, tho' 
indeed the Sultan is the Occaſion of my Con- 
cern, becauſe he has impoſed on me the Ne- 
ceflity of being importunate to you. Firit, 
you eel the Care | have taken, with your 
Approbation, to conceal from him the Hap- 
pineſs I have to fee you, love you, to deſerve 
your Favour and Love, and to have pledg'd 
my Faith with you, but cannot tell how he 
has been informed of it. 

Here the Fairy Paribanon interrupted Prince 
Ahmed, and ſaid, If you don't know, I do: 
Remember what I told you of the Woman 
who made you believe ſhe was fick, on whom 
you took ſo much Compaſſion : Tis ſhe who 
has acquainted the Sultan your Father, with 
what you have taken ſo much Care to hide 
from him. I told you that ſhe was not fick, 
as ſhe pretended to be, and ſhe has made it 
appear ſo: For in ſhort, after the Women 
whom I charged to take care of her, had gi- 
yen her the — Water againſt all Fe- 
vers, and which ſhe had no occaſion for: She 
pretended that that Water had cured her, and 
came to take her Leave of me, that ſhe might 
go the ſooner, and was in ſo much haſte, that 
ſhe would have gone away without ſeeing 
my Palace, if I had not, by bidding my two 
Women ſhew it her, thought it wort = 

Ce 
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feeing, But go on, and tell me what 1s the 
Neceflity your Father has impoſed on you to 
be ſo importunate, which 1 defire you will be | 
rſuaded can never be. | 

| 

| 

| 


Madam, purſued Prince Ahmed, you may 
have obſerved, that hitherto I have been con. 
tent with your Love, and have never aſk'd 
you any other Favour : For what, after the 
Poſſeſſion of fo lovely and charming a Wife, 
can I defire more? But yet I know not how 
great your Power may be, and have taken care | 
| not to make a Trial of it. Confider then, I 
| ; conjure you, that it is not me, but the Sultan 
+ my Father, who indiſcreetly, or at leait I | 
{1 think ſo, begs of you a Pavilion large enough 
to ſhelter him, his Court and Army, from the 
Violence of the Weather, and which a Man 
11 may carry in his Hand ; but remember it is 
. the Sultan my Father aſks this Favour. 
Prince, reply d the Fairy ſmiling, I am 
ſorry that fo (mill a Matter ſhould diſturb 
you and make you ſo uneaſy as you appeared 
Ii to me,. I ſee two Things have contributed 
towards it: One is, the Law you have im- 
i poſed upon your ſelf to be content with lov- 
4 ing and being beloved by me, and to rep 
Wt yourſelf the Liberty of aſking me the lea 
4 Fa vour that might try my Power. The other, 
J don't doubt, whatever you may ſay, was, 
you thought that what your Father aſk'd of 


me, was out of my Power. As to the firſt, I 
| commend you for it, and love you the better 
if. if poſſible, for it; and for the ſecond, I muſt 
i tell you, that what the Sultan your Father 
if aſks of me is a Trifle; and upon occafion | 
* can do much more difficult Things: There- 


fore 
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fore be eaſy, and perſuaded that far from be- 
mg importuned, I fhall always take a great 
deal of Pleaſure in whatever you can defire me 
to do for your ſake, Then the Fairy {ent for 
her Treaſurer, to whom, when ſhe came, ſhe 
faid, Nourgihan, which was her Name, bring 
me the argeſt Pavilion in my Treaſury. Nour- 
gihan returned preſently with the Pavillion, 
which ſhe could not only hold in her Hand, 
but in the Palm of her Hand when ſhe ſhut 
her Fingers, and preſented it to her Miſtreſs, 
who gave it Prince Ahmed to look at. 
When Prince Ahmed ſaw the Pavilion, which 
the Fairy called the largeſt in her Treaſury, 
he fancied ſhe had a mind to jeſt with him, 
and thereupon the Marks of his Surprize ap- 
peared preſently in his Countenance, which 
Paribanon perceiving buxgſt out a laughing. 
What! Prince, cr;*d ſhe, do you think I jeſt 
with you? You'li ſee preſently that I am in 
earneſt. Nourgihan ſaid ſhe to. her Treaſurer, 
taking the Tent out of Prince Ahmed's Hands, 
go and ſet it up, that the Prince may Judge 
whether it may be large enough for the Sul- 
tan his Father. 
The Treaſurer went immediately with it 
out of the Palace, and carried it a great way 
off, and when ſhe had ſet it up, one End 
reach'd to the very Palace; at which Time 
the Prince thinking it ſmall, found it large 
enough to ſhelter two greater Armies than 
that of the Sultan his Father's, and then ſaid 
to Paribanon, I aſk my Princeſs a thouſand 
Pardons for my Incredulity, after what | have 
ſeen, I. believe there's norhing impoſſible to 


you. 'You ſee, ſaid the Fairy, that the Pa- 
| villion: 
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vilion is larger than what your Father, may 
have occaſion for; but you muſt know, that it 
has one Property, that it is larger or ſmaller 
accord ing to the Army it is to cover. 

The Treaſurer took down the Tent again, 
reduced 1t into its firſt Form, and brought 
it to the Prince, who took it, and without 
ſtaying any longer than till the next Day, 
mounted his Horſe, and went with the ſame 
Attendants to the Sultan his Father. 

The Sultan, who was perſuaded that there 
could not be any ſuch Thing as ſuch a Tent 
as he alk'd for, was in a great Surprize at the 
Prince's Diligence. He took the Tent, and 
after he had admired its Smallneſs, his A- 
mazement was ſo great, that he could not re- 
cover himſelf. When the Tent was ſet up in 
the great Plain, which we have beforemen- 
tion'd, he found it was large enough to ſhel- 
ter an Army twice es large as he could bring 
into the Field, which he looking upon to be 
a Supeiflui y, that might be troubleſome to 
him, Prince Ahmed told him, that for its fize 
it would. always be proportionable to his 
Army. | | 

To outward Appearance the Sultan ex- 
preſs'd a great Oblization to the Prince his 
Son for ſo noble a Preſent, deſiring him to 
return his Thanks to the Fairy Paribanon, and 
ordered it to be carefully Iaid up in his Trea- 
fury; but within himſelf he conce.ved a 
greater Je louſy than what his flattering Fa- 
vourites and the Magician had harboured and 
ſuggeſted to him, conſidering that by the 
Fairy's Aſſiſtance the Prince his Son might 
perform Things that were infinitely out of his 

Power, 
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Power, notwithſtanding his Grandeur and 
Riches 3 and therefore he was the more in- 
tent upon his Ruin, and went to conſult the 
Magician again, who adviſed him to engage 
the Prince to bring him ſome of the Water of 
the Fountain of Lions. | 
In the Evening, when the Sultan was ſur» 
rounded as uſual by all his Court, and the 
Prince came to pay his Reſpects among the 
reſt, he addreſs'd himſelf to him in theſe 
Words; Son, ſaid he, I have already expreſs d 
to you how much I am obliged to you for the 
Preſent of the Tent you have procured me, 
that I look upon it as the moſt nde Thing 
in all my — but you muſt do one 
Thing more for me, which will be every 
whit as agreeable to me. I am inform'd, 
that the Fairy your Spouſe makes uſe of a cer- 
tain Water, called the Water of the Fountain 
of Lions, which cures all ſorts of Fevers, 
even the moſt dangerous; and as I am per- 
fectly well perſuaded my Health is dear to 
ou, I don't doubt but you will aſk her for a 
Bottle of that Water for me, and bring it me 
as a ſovereign Medicine, which I may wake 
uſe of when J have occaſion. Do me this 
other important piece of Service, and thereby 
compleat the Duty of a good Son towards a 

tender Father. f | 
Prince Ahmed, who believed that the Sultan 
his Father would have been ſatisfied with ſo 
ſingular and uſeful a Tent, as that which he 
had brought, and that he would not have 
impoſed any new Taſk upon him, which 
might hazard the Fairy's Diſpleaſure 3 was. 
ſtruck almoſt dumb at this new Requeſt, — 
with- 
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withſtanding ſhe had given him the Aſſurance 
of granting him whatever lay in her Power, 
After a long Silence, he faid, I beg of your 
Majeſty to be aſſured, that there's nothing! 
would not undertake to procure you, which 
may contribute to the — your Life, 
but I could wiſh it might not be by the means 
of my Wife. For this Reaſon I dare not pro. 
miſe to bring the Water; all I can do is, Il 
aſſure you I will aſk it of her, but my Reluc- 
tance is as great as when I aſk'd for the Tent, 

The next Morning Prince Ahmed returned 
to the Fairy Paribanon, and related to her fin- 
cerely and faithfully all that had paſs'd at the 
Sultan his Father's Court, from the giving of 
the Tent, which he told her he received with 
the utmoſt Acknowledgment of the Favour 
ſhe had done him, to the new Requeſt he bad 
charged him to make. And when he had 
' done, he added, But, my Princeſs, I only 
tell you this, as a plain Account of what 
paſs'd between me and my Father, but leave 
you to your own Pleaſure whether you will 
gratify or reject this his new Deſire. 

No, no, reply'd the Fairy Paribanon, I am 
r that the Sultan of the Indies knows 
that you are not indifferent to me; | will ſa⸗ 
tisfy him, and whatever Advice the Magician 
can give him, (for I ſee that he hearkens to 
her) he ſhall find no fault with you nor me; 
And yet there's a great deal of Wickedneſs in 
this Demand, as you will underſtand by 
what I am going to tell you. The Fountain 
of Lions is fituated in the middle of a Court 
of a great Caſtle, the Entrance into which is 
guarded by four large fierce Lions, _ - 
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which fleep alternately, while the other two 


wake, But dont let that frighten you, Ill 
give you Means to paſs by them without any 
Danger. 

The Fairy Paribanon was at that time very 
hard at work, and as ſhe had ſeveral Clews 
of Thread by her, ſhe took up one, and 
preſenting it to Prince Ahmed, ſaid, firſt rake 
this Clew of Thread, I'II tell you 2 
the Uſe of it. In the ſecond place, you mu 


have two Horſes, one * muſt ride yourſelf, 


and the other you muſt lead, which muſt be 
loaded with a Sheep cut into four Quarters, 
that muſt be kill'd to Day. In the third 
place you muſt be provided with a Bottle, 
which I will give you to bring the Water in; 
ſet out early to Morrow Morning, and when 
you have paſs'd the Iron Gate, throw the 
Clew of Thread before you, which will roul 
till it comes to the Gates of the Caſtle. Fol- 
low it, and when it ſtops, as the Gates will 
be open, you will ſee the four Lions; the 
two that are awake will, by their — 
wake the other two; but don't be frighted, 
but throw each of them a Quarter of Mut- 
ton, and then clap Spurs to your Horſe, and 
ride to the Fountain, fill your Bottle with- 
out lighting, and then return with the ſame 
Expedition, The Lions will be fo buſy cat- 
ing, they will let you paſs by them. 

Prince Ahmed ſet out the next Morning at 
the Time appointed him by the Fairy, and 
followed her Directions punctually. When 
he arrived at the Gates of the Caſtle, he di- 
{tributed the Quarters of Mut ton among the 


four Lions, and paſſing through the midſt of 


them 
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them with Intrepidity, got to the Fountain, 
fill'd his Bottle, and returned as ſafe and 
ſound back as he went. When he had got a 
little diſtance from the Caſtle Gates, he turn. 
ed him about, and perceiving two of the Li- 
ons coming after how, he drew his Sabre, 
and prepared himſelf for his Defence. But 
as he went forwards, he ſaw one of them 
turned out of the Road at ſome diſtance, and 
ſhewed by his Head and Tail, that he did 
not come to do him any Harm, but only to 
go before him, and that the other ſtaid be- 
hind to follow, he put his Sword up again in 
its Scabbard. Guarded in this Manner, he 
arrived at the Capital of the Indies, but the 
Lions never left him till they had conducted 
him to the Gates of the Sultan's Palace; 
after which they returned the ſame way they 
came, tho* not without frightning all that ſaw 
them, for all they went in a very geatle Man- 
ner, and ſhewed no Fierceneſs. 

A great many Officers came to attend the 
Prince, while he diſmounted his Horſe, and 
afterwards conducted him into the Sultin's 
Apartment, who was at that time ſurrounded 
with his Favourites. He approached to- 
wards the Throne, laid the Bottle at the Sul- 
tan's Feet, and kiſs'd the rich Tapeſtry which 
coverd his Footſtool, and then ſaid, I have 
brought you, Sir, the healthful Water which 
your Majeſty defired ſo much to keep among 
your other Rarities in your Treaſury ; but at 
the ſame time wiſh you ſuch extraordinary 
Health, as never to have an occaſion to make 
ule of it. , 
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After the Prince had made an End of his 
Complement, the Sultan placed him on his 
Right Hand, and then ſaid to him, Son, I 
am very much obliged to you for this valuable 
Preſent, as alſo for the great Danger you 
have expoſed your ſelf to upon my Account, 


| (which I have been informed of by a Magi- 


cian who knows the Pountain of Lions) but 
do me the Pleaſure, continued he, 'to inform 
me by what Addreſs, or rather by what in- 


* credible Power you have been ſecured. ' 


Sir, reply'd Prince Ahmed, | have no ſhare 
in the Compliment your Majeſty is pleaſed to 
make me, all the Honour is due to the Fair 
my Spouſe, whoſe good Advice I followed. 
Then he informed the Sultan what thoſe Di- 
rections were, and by the Relation of this 
his Expedition, let him know how well he 
had behaved himſelf. When he had done, 
the Sultan, who ſhewed outwardly all the 
Demonſtrations of great Joy, but ſecretly be- 


came more jealous, retired into an inward A- 
partment, where he ſent for the Magician. 


The Magician at her Arrival ſaved the Sul- 
tan the Trouble to tell her of the Succeſs of 
Prince Abmed's Journey, which ſhe had heard 


of before ſhe came, and therefore was pre- 


pared with an infallible Means, as ſhe pre- 


; tended, this Means ſhe communicated to the 


Sultan, who declared it the next Day to the 
Prince in the midſt of all his Courtiers in 
theſe Words, Son, ſaid he, I have one Thing 
more to aſk of you, after which I ſhall ex- 
pect nothing more from vour Obedience nor 
your Intereſt with your Wife, This Requeſt 


is, to bring me a Man not above a Foot and 
an 


bloody Marks of his Re 
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an half high, and whoſe Beard is thirty foot 
long, who carries a Bar ot Iron upon hi 
Shoulders of five hundred Weight, which he 
uſes as a Quarterſtaff. 

Prince Ahmed, who did not believe that 
there was ſuch a Man in the World as his 
Father deſcribed, would gladly have excuſed 
himſelf ; but the Sultan pertilled in his De- 
mand, and told him, the Fairy could do 
more incredible Things. 

The next Day the Prince returned to his 


dear Paribanon, to whom he told his Father' 


new Demand, which he ſaid he look'd upon 
to be a thing more impoſſible than the two 
firſt; for, added he, I cannot imagine there 
can be ſuch a Man in the World ; without 
doubt he has a Mind to try, whether or nol 
am ſo filly as to go about it, or he has a De- 
fign on my Ruin, In ſhort, how can he ſup- 
pole that I ſhould lay hold on a Man fo wel 
armed, tho' he is but little? What Arms can 


I make uſe of to reduce him to my Will ? If 


there are any Means, I beg you will tell them, 
and let me come off with Honour this Time, 

Don't fright your ſelf, Prince, reply'd the 
Fairy, you run a Riſque in fetching the Wa- 


ter of the Fountain of Lions for your Father, 


but there's no Danger in finding out this Man, 
who is my Brother Schaibar, but is ſo far 
from being like me, tho' we both had the 
ſame Father, that he is of ſo violent a Na. 
ture, that nothing can prevent his giving 
—.— for a ſlight 

Offence ; yet on the other hand, is ſo good 3s 
to oblige any one in whatever they defire. 
He is made exactly as the Sultan your bow 
| 35 
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has deſcribed him, and has no other Arms, 
than a Bar of Iron of five hundred Pounds 
Weight, without which he never ftirs, and 
which makes him reſpected. Pll (end for 
him, and you ſhall judge of the Truth of 
what I te]l you; but be ſure to prepare your 
ſelf againſt being frightned at his extraordi- 
nary Figure when you ſee him. What! my 
Queen, reply'd Prince Ahmed, do you ſay 
Khaibar is your Brother? Let him be never 
ſo ugly or deformed, I ſhall be ſo far from 
being frightned at the fight of him, that, as 
our Brother I ſhall honour and love him. 

The Fairy ordered a Gold Chafing- diſh to 
be ſet with a Fire in it under the Porch of 
her Palace, with a Box of the ſame Metal, 
which was a Preſent to her, out of which 
taking a Perfume, and throwing it into the 
Fire, there aroſe a thick Cloud of Smoak. 

Some Moments after the Fairy ſaid to 
Prince Ahmed, ſee there comes my Brother. 
The Prince immediately perceived Schaibar 
coming gravely with bis heavy Bar on his 
Shoulder, his long Beard, which he held up 
before him, and a pair of thick Muſtachoes, 
which he tuck'd behind his Ears, and almoſt 
cover'd his Face. His Eyes were very ſmall, 
and deep ſet in his Head, which was far from 
being of the ſmalleſt fize, and on which he 
wore a Granadier's Cap : Befides all this, he 
was very much hump- back'd. 

If Prince Almed had not known, that Schai- 
bar was Paribanon's Brother, he would not 
have been able to have look'd at him with- 
out Fear; but knowing firſt who he was, he 
Rood by the Fairy without the leaſt Concern. 

Schathar 
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- Schaibar, as he came forwards, look'd at the 
Prince earneſtly enough to have chill'd his 
Blood in his Veins, and aſk'd Pariba non, when 
he firſt accoſted her, who that Man was? Ty 
which ſhe reply'd, he is my Husband, Bro. 
ther ; his Name is Ahmed, and is Son to the 
Sultan of the Indies. The Reaſon why [ did 
not invite you to my Wedding, was, I wa 
unwilling to divert you from an Expedition 
you was ingaged in, and from which, I heard 
with Pleaſure, you returned victorious ; and 
ſo took the Liberty now to call for you. 

At theſe Words, Schaibar looking on Prince 
Ahmed favourably, ſaid, Is there any thing, 
Siſter, wherein I can ſerve him? It is enough 
to me that he is your Husband, to engage 
me to do for him whatever he deſires. The 
Sultan his Father, reply'd Paribanon, has 2 
Curiofity to ſee you, and I defire he may be 
=_ Guide to the Sultan's Court. He needs 


but lead me the way, PI! follow him. Bro. 
ther, reply'd Pari hanon, it is too late to go to 


Day: therefore ſtay till to Morrow Morning, 
and in the mean time I will inform you of all 
that has paſs'd between the Sultan of the 
Indies and Prince Ahmed ſince our Marriage. 
The next Morning, after Schaibar had been 


informed of this Affair, he and Prince A. 


med ſet out for the Sultan's Court. When 
they arrived at the Gates of the Cavital, the 
People no ſooner ſaw Schaibar, but they ran 
and hid themſelves, and ſome ſhut up their 
Shops, and lock'd themſelves up in their 


Houſes, while others flying, communicated 


their Fear to all they met, who ſtaid not to 


look behind them, but ran too ; n 
that 
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that Schaibar and Prince Ahmed, as they went 
along, found the Streets all deſolate, till 
they came to the Palace, where the Porters 
inſtead of keeping the Gates, ran away too; 
ſo that the Prince and Schaibar advanced, with- 
out any Obſtacle, to the Council-Hall, where 
the Sultan was ſeated on his Throne, and 
giving Audience. Here likewiſe the Huiſſirs, 
at the Approach of Schaibar, abandoned their 
Poſts, and gave them free Admittance. 
Schaibar went boldly and fiercely up to the 
Throne, without waiting to be preſented by 


Prince Ahmed, and accoſted the Sultan of the 


Indies in theſe Words, Thou haſt aſked for me, 


| faid he, ſee here I am, what wouldſt thou 


have with me ? | 

The Sultan, inſtead of anſwering him,clapt 
his Hands before his Eyes, to avoid the fight 
of ſo terrible an Object; at which uncivil and 
rude Reception Schaibar was ſo much pro- 


voked, after he had given him the Trouble 
to come ſo far, that he inſtantly lifted up his 
Iron Bar, and kill'd him, before Prince Amed 
could intercede in his Behalf. All that he 
could do, was to prevent his killing the 
| Grand Vizier, who fat not far from him, re- 
preſenting to him, that he had always given 
the Sultan his Father good Advice. Theſe 
are they then, ſaid Schaibar, who gave him 


bad, and as he pronounced theſe Words, he 
killed all the other Viziers and flattering Fa- 
yourites of the Sultan, who were Prince 4h. 
med's Enemies; every time he ſtruck, he kil- 
led ſome one or other, and none eſcaped, but 
they who were not ſo frighted as to ſtand 
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ſtaring and gaping, and who ſaved themſelves 


by Flight. 


When this terrible Execution was over, 
Schaibay came out of the Council Hall into 
the midſt of the Court-Yard, with the Iron 
Bar upon his Shoulder, and looking hard at 


the Grand Vifier, who owed his Life to Prince 


Ahmed, he ſaid, I know here is a certain 
Magician, who is a greater Enemy of my 
Brother-in-Law's than all the baſe Favourites 
L have chaſtiſed ; let that Magician be brought 
to me preſently. The Grand Viſier immedi. 
ately ſent for her, and as ſoon as ſhe was 
brought, Schaibay ſaid, at the time he fetch'd a 
ſtroke at her with his Iron Bar, Take the Re- 
ward of thy pernicious Council, and learn to 
feign Sicknel, again, 

Afterwards he ſaid, this is not yet enough, 
T will uſe the whole Town after the ſame 
Manner, if they do not immediately acknow- 
led Prince Ahmed my Brother in Law for 
their Sultan, and the Sultan of the Ind, 
Then all that were there preſent made the 
Air echo again with the repeated Acclama- 
tions of long Life to Sultan Ahmed; and im- 
mediately after, he was proclaimed through 
the whole Town. Schaihar made him be 
cloathed in the Royal Veſtments, inſtall'd 
him on the Throne, and after he had made 
all ſwear Homage and Fidelity to him, went 
and fetch'd his Siſter Paribanon, whom he 
brought with all the Pomp and Grandeur ima- 
ginable, and made her to be own'd Sultanels 


of the Indies. 


As 
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As for Prince Ali and Princeſs Nouronni har, 
as they had no hand in the Conſpiracy againit 
Prince Ahmed, and knew nothing of ans, 
Prince Ahmed aſſigned them a confiderable 
Province, with its Capital, where they ſpent 
the reſt of their Lives. Afterwards he ſent 
an Officer to Princer Honſſain, to acquaint him 
with the Change, and make him an Offer of 
which Province he liked beſt ; but that Prince 
thought himſelf ſo happy in his Solitude, that 
he bid the Officer return the Sultan his Bro- 
ther his Thanks for the Kindneſs he deſigned 
him, aſſuring him of his Submiſſion, and that 
the only Favour he defired of him, was to 
give him Leave to live retired in the Place 

e had made choice of for his Retreat. 

The Sultaneſs Scheherazade by theſe Stories 
kept the Sultan of the Indies in Suſpence, 
that he knew not, whether he ſhould put her 
to Death, or let her lire; and ſhe perceiving 


his Irreſolution augmented his Eſteein for her 
by telling the following Story. 


Oe rodent 
05 


The Story of two Siſters, who envia 
their younger Siſter. 


IR, ſaid ſhe, there was a Prince of 
6) x22] Perſia named Khoſrouſchah, who, 
| when he firſt came to his Crown, 
to have a Knowledge of the World, 
took a great Pleaſure in Night. 
Adventures: He often diſguiſed himſelf, at- 
tended by a truſty Miniſter diſguiſed like him, 
and rambled thro' the whole City, and met 
with a great many particular Ca 
which I ſhall not at preſent entertain your 
Majeſty with 3 but I hope you will hear with 
Pleaſure, what 2 upon his fuſt 
Ramble, which was in a little time after his 
Acceſſion to his Father's Throne, who dying 
in a good old Age, left him Heir to the King- 

dom of Per ſia. | 
After the Ceremonies of his deceaſed Fa- 
ther's Funeral-Rites and his own Coronation 
were over, the new Sultan Khoſrouſchah, as 
well thro' Inclination as Duty, went out one 
Evening, attended by his Grand Viſier, dif- 
guiſed like himſelf, to take notice of the Re- 
gularity obſerved by the Magiſtrates. Paſſing 
through a Street in that Part of the Town 
where the meaner Sort of People liv'd, he 
heard ſome People talking very loud, and go- 
ing cloſe up to the Houſe, from whence the 
Noiſe came, and looking thro' a Crack wo 
r, 
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Door, perceived a Light, and three Siſters on 
+ Sofa, who were entred into a Chit-Chat af- 
ter Supper. By what the eldeſt ſaid, he — 


ſently underſtood the _—_— of their Diſ- 
courſe was Wiſhes; for, ſaid ſhe, ſince we 


have got upon Wiſhes, mine fhall be to have 


the Sultan's Baker for my Husband, for then 
I ſhould eat my Belly full of that Bread, 
which by way of Excellence is called the 
Sultan's Bread. Now let's ſee if your Taſteg 
are as good as mine. For my part, reply'd: 
the ſecond Siſter, I wiſh ] was the Sultan's 
chief Cook's Wife, for then I ſhould eat of 
the moſt excellent Ragouts; and as I am per- 
ſuaded, that as the Sultan's Bread is com- 
mon in the Palace, I ſhould not want any of 
that; therefore you ſee, Siſter, addreſſing 
berſelf to her elder Siſter, that I have a bet-- 
ter Fancy than you. 

Then the youngeſt Siſter, who was very 


beautiful, and had more Charms and Wit 
than the two eldeſt, ſpoke in her Turn: For 
my part, Siſters; ſaid ſhe, I ſhall not limit 
my Defires, but will take a higher Flight; 
ind fince. we are upon wiſhing, I wiſh to be 


the Sultans Wife: I would make him Fa- 


ther of a Prince, whoſe Hair ſhall be Gold 
on one fide of his Head and Silver on the 
Other; when he crics, the Tears that fall 


from his Eyes ſhall be Pearls, and when he- 
ſmiles, his Vermilion Lips ſhall look like a 
Roſe-bud freſh blown. 

The three Siſters Wiſhes, particularly the 
youngeſt's, ſeemed ſo ſingular to the Sultan 
Nyyoſrouſchah, that he refoived to gratify them 
in their Deſires; and without communica-- 
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ting this his Deſign to his Grand Viſier, he 
[ charged him only to take notice of the 
j Houſe, and bring the three Siſters before him 
the next Day. 
The Grand Viſier in executing the Sultan's 
" Orders would but juſt give the three Siſters 
Time to dreſs themſelves, and brought them 
l to the Palace, and preſented them to the Sul. 
4 tan, who ſaid to them, do you remember the 
. Wiſhes you made laſt Night when you were 
FA all in ſo pleaſant a Mood? Come, ſpeak the 
nt Truth, I muſt know what they were. 
ly At this Diſcourſe the three Siſters were ve. 
i ry much confounded : They caſt down their 
1 Eyes and bluſh'd, and the Colour which roſe 
Thi in the Cheeks of the youngeſt, quite capti. 
|, vated the Sultan's Heart; and out of Mode- 
| 


F 
1 
] 
l 
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tr, and for fear they might have offended 

1 the Sultan by their Diſcourſe, they remained | 

filent. The Sultan guefling at their Thoughts, 

| to encourage them, faid, fear nothing, I did FF 

Il not fend for you for any Crime you have 

Ih committed, and fince I ſee that the Queſtion 

0 I aſk you, ſhocks you, and I know every one's 
Wiſh, I'll eaſe you of your Fears. You, Þ 

Ii! added he, that wiſh'd to be my Wife, you 

Ih ſhall have your Defire this Day; and you, 

l continued he, addreſſing himſelf to the two 

pitt elder Siſters, you ſhall alſo be married to my 

1 chief Baker and Cook. 

Hl * As ſoon as the Sultan had declared his 

| Pleaſure, the youngeſt Siſter, ſetting her El- 

ders an Example, threw herſelf at the Su- 

| 


tan's Feet, to expreſs her Acknowledgment, 
Sir, ſaid ſhe, my Wiſh, fince it is come to 
your” Majeſty's Knowledge, was only * 
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by way of Diſcourſe and Amuſement: I am 
unworthy of the Honour you do me, and aſk 
Pardon for my Boidneſs. The. two other 
Siſters would have excuſed themſelves alſo, 
| but the Sultan interrupting them, ſaid, No, 
no, it ſhall be ſo; every one's Wiſh ſhall be 
fulfilled. 

The Nuptials were all celebrated that Day, 
| as the Sultan had reſolved, but after a Jie. 
rent Manner. The youngeſt Siſters were ſo— 
lemnized with all the Rejoycings uſual at the 

Marriages of the Sultans of Pera, and the 
| other two Siſters according to the Quality 
and Diſtinction of their Husbands ; the one as 
the Sultan's Chief Baker, and the other as 
Head Cook. | 

The two elder Siſters thought the Diſ- 
proportion of their Marriages infinitely great, 
and this Confideration made them ſo far from 
being content, though they were arrived at 
the utmoſt Height of their Wiſhes, and much 
beyond their Hopes: They were ſo much 
poſſeſſed with Envy, that it not only diſturb- 
ed their own Joy, but was the Cauſe of great 
Troubles and Afflictions to the Sultaneſs their 
younger Siſter, But at that Time they had 
not an Opportunity to communicate their 
Thoughts to each other, upon the Preference 
the Sultan had given their younger Siſter to 
their Prejudice, but were altogether employ- 
ed in dreſſing themſelves againſt the Celebra. 
tion of their Marriages. Some Days after- 
wards, when they had an Opportunity of ſee- 
870 each other at the publick Balls, the eldeſt 
Siſter ſaid to the other, Well, Siſter, what 
ſay you to our Siſter's great Fortune? Is not 

L 4 ſhe 
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ſhe a fine Perſon to be a Sultaneſs? I muſt 
own, ſaid the other Siſter, I cannot conceiye 
what Charms the Sultan could diſcover in 
her, to be {o bewitch'd by a young Jade. 
That becauſe ſhe was ſomewhat younger 
than us, was that a Reaſon ſufficient for him 
to prefer her! You were as worthy of his 
Bed, and in Juſtice he ought to have made 
choice of you. 

Siſter, Aid the elder, I ſhould not have 
ſaid any thing, if the Sultan had but pitch'd 
upon you; but that he ſhould chuſe that pert 
Slut, is what grieves me; but I will revenge 
my ſelf; and you, I think, are as much con- 
cerned as me, therefore I would have us con- 
cert Meaſures together, and communicate to 
me which way you can imagine to mortify 
her, while I, on my fide, will inform you 
what my Defire of Revenge ſhall ſuggeſt to 
me. 

After this wicked Plot, the two Siſters ſaw 
each other very frequently, and conſulted 
how _ might difturb and interrupt the 
Happineſs of the Sultaneſs their younger 
Siſter. They propoſed a great many Ways, 
but in deliberating about the Manner of ex- 
ecuting them, they found ſo many Difficul- 


ties, that they durſt not attempt them, In , 
the mean time they often went together to 


make her Vifits with a deteſtable Diſſimula- 
tion ; and every time gave her all the Marks 
of Friendfhip thev could imagine, to per- 
ſuade her how overjoy'd they were to have 
a Siſter raiſed to ſo high a Fortune. The Sul- 
taneſs for her Part always received: them 
with all the Demonſtrations of Eſteem oo 

Value 
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value they could expect from a Siſter, who 
was not puffed up with her high Dignity, 
and loved them as cordially as before. 

Some Months after her Marriage, the Sul- 
taneſs found herſelf to be with Gd, upon 
which the Sultan expreſſed great Joy, which 
was communicated to all the Court, and ſo 


ſpread throughout the capital City, and all 

' Perſia, Upon this News the two Siſters came 

to pay their Complements, and entering into 

a Diſcourſe with their Siſter, about her lying 

in, they profered their Service to deliver her, 

deſiring her, if ſhe was not provided with a- 
Midwif 


e, to accept of them. 

The Sultaneſs ſaid to them, obligingly,- 
Siſters, I ſhould defire no better, if it was a 
ſolutely in my Power to make choice of you; 
however, I am obliged to you for your good 


Will; but muſt ſubmit to do as the Sultan 


ſhall think fit, Let your Husbands make In- 


* tereſt, and get ſome: Courtier to aſk this Fa- 
| your of the Sultan; and if he ſpeaks to me 
about it, be afſured, that I ſhall not Ny 
| expreſs the Pleaſure he does me, but than 
bim for making choice of you. 


The two Husbands applied themſelves to 


* ſome Courtiers their Patrons, and begged of 
them to uſe their Intereſt to procure their: 


Wives the Honour they aſpired to. Thoſe 
Patrons interceded ſo much in their Behalf, 
2s the Sultan promiſed them to confider of 
it, and was as as his Word; for in 
Converſation with the Sultaneſs on that Af. 
fair, he told her, that he thought her Siſters 
were the moſt proper Perſons to aſſiſt her in 
her Labour; but did not think to name and 


L 5 ap- 


n 
zppoint them to be her Mid wives, before he 
had aſked her Conſent; The Sultaneſs ſen. 
fible of the Deference the Sultan ſo obligingly 
paid her, ſaid to him, Sir, I am ready to do 
as your Majeſty ſhall pleaſe to command me; 
but fince you have been ſo kind as to think of 
my Siſters, I thank you for that Regard you 
have ſhewn- them for my Sake; therefore | 
ſhall not diſſemble with you, but tell you, | 
had rather have them than Strangers, 

Then the Sultan Khoſrouſchah named the 
Sultaneſs's two Siſters for to be her Midwives; 
and from that Time they paſled to and fro, to 
the Palace, overjoyed at the Opportunity they 
ſhould. have of executing the deteſtable Wick- 
eulneſs they had meditated againſt the Sulta- 
neſs their Siſter. Ys 

When the Sultaneſs's Reckoning was out, 
ſhe] was ſafely delivercd of a young Prince, as 
bright as the Day; but neither his Innocence 
nor Beauty, were capable of moving the cru- 
el Heatts of the mercileſs Siſters, They wrapt 
him up-cateleſsly in his Blankets, and put him 
into a little Basket, which 5 to 
the Stream of a {mall Canal, which ran un- 
der the Sultane ſs's Appartment, and declared, 
ſhe was delivered of a little dead Dog, which 


they produced. This diſagreeable News was 


reſently told to the Sultan, who concei ved 
o much Grief and Anger thereat, as might 
have proved fatal to the Sultaneſs, if his 
Grand Viſier had not repreſented to him, that 
he could not, without Injuſtice, make her an- 


ſwerable for the Variations of Nature. 

In the mean Time the Basket, in which 

the little Prince was expoſed, was carried © 
| t 
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the Streams, beyond a Wall, which limited 
the Proſpe& of the Sultaneſs's Appartment, 
and from thence floated with the Current down 
the Gardens. By Chance, the Intendant of 
the Sultan's Gardens, one of the principal and 


' moſt conſiderable Officers of the Kingdom, 


was walking by the fide of this Canal, and 


| perceiving a Basket floating, called to a Gar- 
diner, who was not far off, and bid him come 


reſently to him, and reach him that Basket, 


* which he ſhewed him, that he might ſee what 
was in it. The Gardiner, with a Spade he 
had in his Hand, brought the Basket to the 

Side of the Canal, and took it up, and gave 


it to him. 

The Intendant of the Gardens was extream- 
ly ſurprized to ſee a Child in the Basket, 
which, tho' he eafily knew, it was but juſt 
born, had very fine Features. This Inten- 
dant had been married ſeveral Years, and 


| tho! he had always been defirous of having 


Children, Heaven had never bleſſed him with 
any. This Accident interrupted his Walk: 
He made the Gardiner follow him with the 
Child; and when he came to his own Houſe, 
which was fituated at the Entrance into the 
Gardens of the Palace, he went into his Wife's 
Appartment. Wife, ſaid he, as we have no 
Children of our own, God has ſent us a Boy 
here 3 I recommend him to you; provide 
him a Nurſe preſently, and take as much care 
of him, as if he was our own Son; for from 
this Moment I acknowledge him as ſuch. The 
Intendant's Wife received the Child with a + 
great deal of Joy, and took a great Pleaſure 


in having the Care of him, The Intendant 
L 6 him. 
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himſelf would not inquire too narrowly, from 
whence the Child came, but knew very well, 
It came not far off the Sultaneſs's Appart- 
ment, and that it was not his Buſineſs to exa- 
mine too far into Secrets, nor to create Diſtur. 
bances. 

The Year after the Sultaneſs was brought 
to bed- of another Prince, on whom the 
ill natured Siſters had no more Comp aſſino 
than of his Brother, but expoſed him like- 
wiſe in a Baſket, and ſet him a drift in the 
Canal, pretending this Time, that the Sulta- 
neſs was delivered of a Cat. It was happy 
alſo for this Child, that the Intendant of the 
Gardens was walking by the Canal-fide, who 
had it carried to his Wife, and charged her 
to take as much Care of it as the firſt ; which 
ſuited as well her Inclination, as it was agree- 
able to the Intendant. 

The Sultan of Perſia was more enraged this 
Time againſt the Sultaneſs than before, and 
ſhe had felt the Effects of his Anger, if the 
Grand Viſier, by his Remonſtrances had not 
oppoſed him. 

he third Time the Sultaneſs laid in,ſhe was 
delivered of a Princeſs, which, innocent Babe, 
underwent the ſame Fate as the Princes its 
Brothers, but was preſerved from a certain 
Death, by the Compaſſion and Charity of the 
Intendant, avs well as the two Princes her 
Brothers. 

To this Inhumanity the two. Siſters added 
a Lye, and uſed the ſame Cheat as before. 
They produced a Piece of Wood, and affirm. 
ed it to be a Mole which the Sultaneſs was de- 
bvercd of. 

The 
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The Sultan Khoſrouſchah could no longer con- 
tain himſelf, when he was informed of the 


News, What! ſaid he, this Woman, unwor- 
thy of my Bed, will fill my Palace with Mon- 
ſters! let her live! No, it ſhall not be, added. 
be, ſhe is a Monſter herſelf, and I will rid 
the World of her. He pronounced. this Sen- 
* tence of Death, and ordered the Grand Vi- 
ſier to take Care to have her executed. 


The Grand Viſier and the Courtiers, who 
were preſent, caſt themſelves at the Sultan's 
Feet, to beg of him to revoke that Sentence. 
Your Majeſty, I hope, will give me Leave, ſaid 


the Grand Viſier, to repreſent to you, that 


the Laws, which condemn Perſons to Death, 
were made to puniſh Crimes: The three ex- 
traordinary Lyings in of the Sultaneſs are not 
Crimes; for in what can ſhe be ſaid to have 
contributed towards them? A great many o- 
ther Women have done, and do the ſame eve 
Day, and are to be pitied, but not puniſhed, 
Your Majeſty may abſtain from ſeeing her, and 
let her live. The Affliction in which fhe will 
ſpend the reſt of her Life, after the Loſs of 
your Taye, will be a Puniſhment great e- 
nough. 

The Sultan of Perfia conſidered with himſelf, 
and found that it was Injuſtice in him to con- 
demn the Sultaneſs to Death, and ſaid, Let 
her live then; I will give her Life; but it 
ſhall be on this Condition, that ſhe ſhall de- 
fire to die more than once a Day. Let a Place 
be built for her at the Gate of the Princi- 
pal Moſque, with Iron Bars to the Windows, 
and let her be put into it in the coarſeſt Ha- 


bit; and every Muſſel- man, that ſhall go * 
the 
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the Moſque to Prayers, ſhall ſpit in her Pace: 
If any one fail, I will have him expoſed to 
the ſame Puniſhment ; and that I may be 
punctually obeyed, I charge you, Viſier, to 
appoint Perſons to ſee this done. 

The Sultan pronounced this laſt Sentence 
in a Tone of ſo much Reſolution, that the 
Grand Viſier durſt not open his Mouth; and 
it was executed to the great Satisfaction of the 
two envious Siſters; 4 Cage, or Lodge was 
built, and the Sultanefs, truly worthy of Com- 

aſſion, as ſoon as her Month was up, was put 
into it, and _— ignominiouſly to the Con- 
tempt of the People; which Uſage as ſhe did 
not — 17 bore with a great deal of 
Conſtafity znd Reſolution, to the Admiration, 
as well as Compaſſion of thoſe, who judged 
better "Things than the Vuloar. | 
The two Princes and the Princeſs were nurſ- 
ed and brought up by the Intendant of the 
Gardens and his Wife, with all the Tender— 
neſs of a true Father and Mother ; -and as they 
advanced in Age, they all ſhewed Marks of 
ſuperiour Greatneſs ;. and the Princeſs, in par- 
ticular, a charming Beauty, which increaſed 
the Affections of the Intendant and his Wife, 
who called the Name of the eldeſt Prince, Bal- 
man, and the ſecond, Perviz, both Names of 
the moſt ancient Sultans of, Perſia ; and the 
Princeſs, Parizad-, which Name alſo had been 
born by ſeveral Sultaneſſes, tha e 
As ſoon as the two Princes were old enough, 
the Intendant provided proper Maſters to 
teach them to read and write; and the Prin- 
ceſs their Siſter, who was often with them, 
when they were learning their Leſſons, ſhe w- 
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| ing a great deſire to learn to read and write, 
tho' much younger than they ; the Intendant 
was ſo much taken with that Diſpoſition of 
hers, that he ordered the Maſter to teach her 
* alſo, who by Emulation and her pretty, lively, 
and piercing Wit, became in it 


ittle Time as 
oreat a Proficient as her. Brothers. . 
From thar Time the Brothers and Siſter 


had all the ſame Maſters in other Arts and 
| Sciences, as | Geography, Hiſtory, ec. all 
which came ſo eaſily to them, that in a little 


Time they made ſo wonderful a Progreſs, that 
their Maſters were amazed, and frankly own- 
ed, that if they held on ſo but a little longer, 
they could, teach them no farther. 

At the Hours given them for their Recrea- 
tion, the Princeſs learned to fing, and play 
upon all Sorts of Inſtruments ; and when the 
Princes were learning to mount the managed 
Horſe, and to ride, ſhe would not permit them 
to have that Advantage over her, but went 
thro? all Exerciſes 4 o them, learned to ride 
the great Horſe, bend the Bow, and dart the 
Javelin, and oftentimes excelled in them.” 

The Intendant ofithe Gardens was ſo over- 
joyed to find his adopted Children ſo accom- 
orarkg in all the Perfections of Body and 

ind, and that they anſwered ſo well the 
Charge he had been at, upon their Education, 
that he relolved to be Fill at a greater Ex- 
pence, for whereas he had, till then, been con- 
tent only with his Houſe, at the Entrance of 
the Garden, and kept no Country Houſe, he, 
upon their Account, purchaſed a Country-ſeat 
at a ſmall! Diſtance — the Town, and laid 
out a great Sum of Money there in arable 


Land, 
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Land, Meadows and Woods. As the Houſe 


was not fine, nor large enough, he pulled it 
down, and ſpared no Expence, to make it 


Magnificent. He went every Day to haſten, 
by bis Preſence, the great Number of Work- 


men he had at Work; and as ſoon as one A- 


B was finiſhed, and fit to receive him, 


e ſtay'd there for ſeveral Days together, 


when his Preſence was not neceſſary at Court, 
and by his Diligence, the Houſe was finiſh'd, 
anſwerable to the Magnificence of the Edifice. 
Afterwards he made Gardens, according to 
the Plan he had drawn out, and the Manner 
of the great Lords in Perſia, and took in a 
large Compaſs of Ground, for a Park, which 
he walled round, and ftock'd with Fallow- 
Deer, that the Princes and Princeſs might di- 
vert themſelves with Hunting, when they 
pleaſed. N 
When this Country-Seat was finiſh'd, the. 
Intendant of the Gardens went and caſt him- 
ſelf at the Sultan's Feet, and after repreſenting 
to him how long he had ſerved him, and the 
Infirmities he found growing upon him, he 
begged. he might deliver up his Charge and 
Poſt, and retire. The Sultan gave him Leave, 
and the ſooner, becaufe he was ſatisfied of 
his long Services, both in his Father's Reign, 
and during his own ; and before he went from 
him, he aſked him, what Recompence he 
ſhould give him? Sir, reply'd 2 
of the Gardens, I have recei ved ſo many Obli- 
gations from your Majeſty, and the late Sul. 
tan your Father, of happy Memory, that I 
defire no more than the Honour of dying i 
your Favour, 
A He 
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He took his Leave of the Sultan Khoſrou- 


{ ſchah, and afterwards returned to the Country 
| Retreat he had built, with the two Princes, 
* Bahman and Perviz, and the Princeſs Parizade 3 
for his Wife, ſhe had been dead ſome Years, 

and he himſelf, lived not above fix Months 
with them, before he was ſurprized by ſo ſud- 


den a Death, that he had not Time to give 


them the leaſt Account of their Birth, which 


he had reſolved to do that Night. They 


* liv'd as they had always done, and agreeable 
to the Education he had given them. 


The Princes Bahman and Perviz, and the Prin- 


* cels Parizade, who knew no other than that the 
* Intendant to the Sultan's Gardens, was their 
Father, regretted and bewailed him as ſuch, 
* and paid him all the Honours in his Funeral 
nas. as their Duty and Gratitude re- 


quired of them. They were content with the 


| plentiful Fortune he left them, and lived to- 
* gether in a perfect Union, free from the Am- 
bition of diſtinguiſhing themſelves at Court 
in Places of greater Honour, which they might 
caſily have compaſled. | 


One Day when the two Princes were at an 


Hunting, and the Princeſs Parizade ſtay'd at 
Home, a Religious old Woman came to the 
Gate, and defired Leave to go in to ſay her 


Prayers, it being then the Hour. The ſervants. 
went, aſked the Princeſs's Leave, who order'd 
them to ſhew her into the Oratories, which 
the Intendant had taken Care to fit up in bis 
Houle, for want of a Moſque in that Neigh- 
bourhood, and bid them alſo, after ſhe had. 
done Prayers, ſhew her the Houſe and Gar- 


dens, and then bring her to her. 
The 
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The Religious old Woman went into the 
Oratory, ſaid her Prayers, and when ſhe came 
out again, two of the Princeſs's Women, 
who waited on her, invited her, to ſee the 
Houſe and Gardens, which Civility ſhe ac- 
cepted of, and followed them from one A- 
partment to another, and obſerved, as a Per- 
ſon, who underſtood what belonged to Pur- 
niture, the nice Diſpoſition of every Thing, 
Afterwards ſhe was conducted to the Princef; 
who waited for her in the great Hall, which 
in Property, Beauty and Riches, exceeded 
all the Apartments ſhe had admired before. 

As ſoon as the Princeſs ſaw the devout Wo. 


man, ſhe ſaid to her, Good Mother, come 


near and fit down by me, I am overjoy'd at 
the Happineſs of having the Opportunity of 
profiting for ſome Moments, by the good Ex- 
ample and Diſcourſe of ſuch a Perſon as you, 
who has taken the righr Way, by dedicating 
_ ſelf to the Service of God ; 1 wiſh every 

ody were as wiſe. | 
The Religious Woman, inſtead of fitting 
upon a 4. would only ſit upon the Edge of 
it, but the Princeſs would not permit her to 
do ſo, but got off her Seat, and taking her 
by the Hand, obliged her to come and fit 
by her. The good Woman, ſenfible of the 
Civility, ſaid, Madam, I ought not to have 
ſo much Reſpect ſhewed me; but fince you 
command me, I will obey you. When ſhe 
had fat down, before they entred into any 
Converſation, one of the Princeſs's Women 
brought a little Table of Mother of Pearl and 
Ebony, with a China Diſh of Cakes upon it, 


and a great many others, full of Fruits in * 
On, 
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ſon, and wet and dry Sweet-Meats ſet a- 


The Princeſs took up one of the Cakes, and 
preſenting her with it, ſaid, Come, eat, good 


Mother, and make Choice of what you like 
* beſt ; you had need have ſomething on your 
* Stomach, after coming ſo far. Madam, repli- 
ed the good Woman, I am not uſed to eat 
* ſuch nice Things, but will not refuſe what 
God has ſent me by ſo liberal a Hand. 


While the Religious Woman was eating, 


the Princeſs. eat ſomething too, to bear her 
Company, and aſked her a great many Que- 


ſtions upon the Exerciſe of her Devotion, and 


how ſhe lived: All which Queſtions ſhe an- 
ſwered with great Modeſty ; talking of ſeve- 
ral Things, at laſt ſhe aſked her, how ſhe 
Icked the Houſe ? 

Madam, anſwered the Devotee, I muſt cer- 


| tainly have very bad Judgment to diſapprove 


of it, fince it is beautiful, regular, and Mag- 


nificently furniſhed, and all its Ornaments 
well adjuſted : Its Situation is an agreeable 
and pleaſant Part of the Country, and no 


Gardens can be more delightful 3 but yet if 
you will give me Leave to ſpeak my Mind free- 


| ly, 1 will take the Liberty to tell you, that 
this Houſe would be incomparable, if it had 


three Things which I know of. My good 
Mother, reply'd the Princeſs Parade, what 
are thoſe three Things ? I conjure you in God's 
Name, to tell me what they are; I'll ſpare no- 
* to have them, if it is poſſible to get 
them. l „D Rom 2d 19 
Madam, replyed the Devotee, the firſt of 
thoſe three Things is the Talking Bird, which 
| x is 
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is called Bulbullexar, and is ſo fingular a Crea- 
ture, that it can call all the finging Birds a- 
bout it, which come to accompany him with 
their Songs 5 the ſecond is the Singing Tree, 
the Leaves of which are ſo many Mouths, 
which form an Harmonious Conſort of diffe- 
rent Voices, and never ceaſes. The Third 
Thing is the Yellow, or Golden Water, a 
fingle Pot of which, being brought in a pro- 
per Veſſel, and poured into a large Baſon, 
made for it in any Garden, it fills it immedi. 
ately, and forms a Fountain, which continu- 
ally plays, and yet never overflows the Baſon. 

Ah! My good Mother, cry'd the Princeſs, 
how much I am obliged to you, for the Know- 
— of theſe Things; they are ſurprizing, 
and I never heard of ſuch curious and won- 
derful Things before; but as I am well per- 
ſuaded, that you know where they are, I ex- 
pect, that you ſhould do me the Favour to 
tell me. 

Madam, reply'd the good Woman, I ſhould 
be unworthy the Hoſpitality you have with 
ſo much Bounty ſhewed me, if I ſhould re- 
fuſe to ſatisfy your Curiofity in this Point, and 
am glad to have the Honour to tell you, that 
theſe three Things are to be met with on the 
Confines of this Kingdom, towards India; the 
Road lyes before your Houſe, and who ever 
you ſend, needs but to follow twenty Days, 
and-on the Twentieth let him but aſk the firſt 
Perſon he meets, where the Talking Bird, 
Singing Tree, and Yellow. Water are, and he 
will be inform'd. After theſe Words ſhe roſe 
from her Seat,. took her Leave. and went her 
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The Princeſs Parizade's Thoughts were ſo 
taken up with what the Religtous Woman 
had told her of the Talking Bird, Singing 


Tree, and Yellow Water, that ſhe never per- 
ceived when ſhe went away, till ſhe was 


going to aſk her ſome Queſtions, for her better 


* Information 3 for ſhe thought, that what ſhe 

had told her was not ſufficient to expoſe herſelf 
' to undertake a Journey to no Purpoſe, how- 
* ever, ſhe would not ſend after her to brin 


her back, but endeavoured to remember al 
ſhe had told her; and when ſhe thought ſhe 
had recollected every Word, ſhe took a great 
Pleaſure in thinking of the Satisfaction ſhe 
ſhould have, if ſhe could get theſe wonder. 
ful Things into her Poſſeſſion : but then, a- 
gain, the Difficulties ſhe apprehended, and 
the — of not ſucceeding, made her very 
uneaſy. | 

She was loſt in theſe Thoughts, when her 
Brothers returned from Hunting, who, when 
they enter'd the great Hall, inſtead of find- 
ing her merry and briſk, as ſhe uſed to be, 
were amazed to ſee her ſo penſive, and hang 
down her Head, as if ſomething troubled her. 

Siſter, ſaid Prince Bahman, what's become 
of all your Mirth and Pleaſantry ? What! are 
you not well? or has ſome Misfortune befel 
you? Have you any Reaſon to be ſo melan- 
choly ? come, tell us, that we may do what 
is becoming us, and give you ſome Relief 
if any Body has affronted you, we will re- 
venge it. 

The Princeſs Parizade remained in the ſame 
Poſture ſome time, but at laſt lifted up her 


Eyes to look at her Brothers, and then held 
them 


(100) Vol. XII 


them down again, telling them nothing di. 


ſturbed her. 


Ab! Siſter, ſaid Prince Bahman, you hid 


the Truth from us, and I am ſure there; 
ſomething extraordinary, makes you ſo grave; 
it is impoſſible, for the ſhort Time we hay: 
been abſent, we could obſerve ſo ſudden : 
Change, if nothing was the Matter with you: 
You would not have us ſatisfied with the An 
ſwer you have given us: Don't conceal any 
Thing from us, unleſs you would have us be. 


lieve, that you renounce our Friendſhip, and 
the {trift Union we have hitherto preſerved 


from our Infancy. 

The Princeſs unwilling to break with her 
Brothers, would not Jet them long entertain 
ſuch a Thought, or Suſpicion, but ſaid, When 


I told you nothing diſturbed me, I meant, no- 
thing, that was of any great Importance, ei- Þ 
ther to you or me; but ſince you preſs me to 


tell you by our ſtrict Union and Friendſhip, 
I will. You think, and I always believed ſo 
too, that this houſe, which our Father has 
built, was complete in every Thing; but this 
Day I have learn'd, that it wants three Things, 
which would render it ſo perfect, that no 
Country ſeat could be compared with it. Theſe 
three Things are the Talking Bird, the Singing 
Tree, and the Golden Water; and after ſhe had 
informed them of the Excellency of theſe three 
Rarities; A Religious Woman, added ſhe, 
has made this Diſcovery to me, and told me, 
the Place where they are to be found, and the 
way thither ; perhaps, you may imagine theſe 
Things Trifles, and our Houſe without theſe 
Additions, fine enough ; but think what you 

| pleaſe, 
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pleaſe, for my Part, I muſt tell you, that I 


am perſuaded, they are abſolutely neceſſary, 
* and 1 ſhall not be eaſy without them; there- 


fore whether you Value them, or not, I defire 


: you fo give me your Opinion, what Perſon 
you may think proper to ſend on this Con- 


queſt, | 
Siſter, reply'd Prince Babhman, nothing can 


concern you, which we have not an equal In- 
© tereſt in: It is enough you have a Deſire for 
the Things you mention, to oblige us to en- 
# deavour to get them; but if you had not, we 
might I am perſuaded my B 

Opinion; and therefore we ought to under- 
take this Conqueſt, as you call it; for the 
Importance and Singularity of it deſerves that 
Name, and I will take that Charge upon my 
ſelf, tell me only the Place, and the Way to 


rother's of my 


it, and | will defer my Journey no longer than 


till to Morrow. 


Brother, ſaid Prince Parviz, it is not conve- 


nient, that you, who are the Prop and Stay 


of the Family, ſhould be abſent ſo long; I 
defire my Siſter would join with me to oblige 
you to abandon your Deſign, and think well 
of my going 3 I hope, I may be able to ac- 
quit my ſelf as well, and Things will be more 


in Order at Home. I am perſuaded, Brother, 


of your Good-will, reply'd Prince Bahman, 
and that you will acquit your ſelf as well, or 
better, than me in this Journey; but it is a 
Thing I have reſolved on, and will do ; and 
have no Occaſion to recommend to 1o0u the 
Neceſſity of ſtaying at Home with our Siſter. 
The Remainder of that Day he ſpent in mak- 


ing Proviſions for his Journey, and * 
im- 
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himſelf from the Princeſs, of the Direction: 
the Devotee left her, that he might not mi{; 
his Way. | 

The next Morning early, Prince Babma 
took Horſe, and Prince Parviz, and the Prin. 
ceſs Parizade, who would ſee him ſet out, em. 
braced, and wiſhed him a good Journey ; but 
in the midſt of their Adieus, the Princeſs te. 
membred one Thing which ſhe never thought 
on before. Alas! Brother, faid ſhe, I had 
quite forgot the Accidents which attend Ti 
vellers: Who knows whether I ſhall everſe 
you again? Light, I beſeech you, and do not 
go 1 I would rather be depriv'd 
of the Sight and Poſſeſſion of the Talking 
Bird, Singing Tree, and Yellow Water, than 
run the Riſque of never ſeeing you more. 

Siſter, reply'd Prince Babman, ſmiling at the 
ſudden Fears of the Princeſs Parizade, My Re. 
ſolution is fix'd, and was it not, I ſhould de- 
termine upon it now. The Accidents you 
ſpeak of, befal but thoſe who are unfortunate, 
"Tis true, I may be of that Number; but there 
are more, who are not ſo, than who are ; but 
as Events are doubtful, and I may fail in this 
Undertaking, all I can do is to leave you this 
Knife. 

Then Prince Babman pulling a Knife out of 
his Pocket, and preſenting it in the Sheath 
to the Princeſs, ſaid, here Siſter, take this 
Knife, and give your ſelf the Trouble, ſome- 
time, to pull it out of the Sheath 3 when you 
ſee it clean, as it is now, it ſhall be a Sign, 
thatIam alive; but if you find it ſtain'd with 
Blood, then you ma believe me dead, and 
favour me with your Prayers, 


The 
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The Princeſs Parizade could obtain nothing 
more of Prince Bahman, who bid her and 


| Prince Perviz adieu for the laſt time, and rid 


away well mounted, arm'd, and equip'd ; and 
when he got into the Road, never turned to 


| the right Hand nor to the left, but went di- 


realy forwards through P«rfti. The twentieth 


Day he perceived on the Road-fide, an old 
Man, the Sight of whom was frightful, who 


was fat under a Tree, ſome {mall Diſtance 


from a thatched Houſe, which was his Habi- 


tation. 

H:s Eye-brows were as white as Snow, and 
ſo was the Hair of his Head: his Muſtachoes 
turned up to his Noſe, and with his Heard, 


which reached down to his Waſte, hid his 
| Mouth. The Nails of his Hands and Feet 


were grown to an exceſſive Length ; his Hat 
was ſlouched about his Ears; he had no 


Cloaths, but only a Mat thrown over his Shoul- 
ders. 


1 
2 
* 


| 


_ 
5 


This good old Man was a Derviſe, who had 
for many Years retired from the World, and 
had neglected himſelf, and went in that Man- 
ner to give himſelf up intirely to the Service 


of God. 


Prince Babman, who bad been all that Mor- 


ning very diligent, to ſee if he could meet with 
any Body that could give him any Informa- 
tion of the Place he was going to, ſtopp'd 


when he came near the Derviſe, and light from 
off his Horſe to be the more conformable 
to the Directions the Religious Woman had 


given the Princeſs Parizade , and leading his 


Horſe by the Bridle, advanced towards him, 
M and 
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and ſaluting him, ſaid, God prolong your 
Days, gcod Father, and fulfil your Deſires. 

he Derviſe returned the Prince's Salute, 
but ſo unintelligibly, that he could not un- 
derſtand one Word he ſaid ; Prince Fahman 
2 that this Obſtruction of Speech 
proceeded fron the Derviſe's Muſtachoes hang. 
ing over his Mouth, and at the ſame Time un- 
willing to go any farther without the Inſtru— 
Qions he wanted, he pull'd out a Pair of Scil- 
ſars, he had a bout him, having ty'd his Horſe 
faſt to a. Tree, ſaid to the Derviſe, Honeſt 
Friend, I want to have ſome Talk with you, 
but your Muſtachoes prevent my underſtanding 
what you ſay; and if you will conſent, I will 
cut off ſome Part of them, and your Eye-brows, 
which disfigure you ſo much, that you look 
more like a Bear than a Man. 

The Derviſe never oppoſed the Prince, but 
let him do what he would: and when the 
Prince cut off as much Hair as he thought fit, 
he perceived, that the Derviſe had a good 
clear, freſh Skin, and that he was not ſo old 
as he appeared to be. Honeſt Derviſe, ſaid 
he, if I had a Glaſs, I would ſhew vou how 
young you look ; you are now a Man, but be- 
fore, no Body could tell what you were. 

The Careſſes and Behaviour of Prince Bab- 
man made the Derviſe ſmile and return his 
Compliment, Sir, ſaid he, whoever you are, 
Jam infinitely obliged tv you fer the Favour 
you have done me, and am ready to ſhew my 
Acknowledgment by doing any Thing for you, 
that lyes in my power; you muſt have light 
here upon ſome Account or other ; therefore 

tell 


Vol. XII. ( 105 ) 


tell me what it is, and Il endeavour to ſerve 
you if I can. 

Good Derviſe, reply'd Prince Bahman, I 
have come ,a great way, and am in Search 
after the Talking Bird, Singing Tree, and the 
Yeilow Water; | know theſe three Things are 
not far from hence, but cannot tell exaQly the 
Place where they are to be found ; if you 
know, I conjure you to ſhew me the Way, 
that l may not miſtake it, and loſe my La- 
bour. 

The Prince, while he ſpoke, obſerved, that 
the Derviſe changed countenance, held down 
his Eyes. and look'd very ſerious; and inſtead 
of makiag any Reply, remained ſilent; which 
obliged him to ſay to him again, Good Father, 
fancy you did not hear me; teli me whether 
you know what I aſk d you or not? that I may 
not loſe my Time, but inform m, ſelf ſome- 
where elſe. 

At laſt the Derviſe broke Silence; Sir, ſaid 
he to Prince Bahm.y, | know the Way you 
aſk of me, but the Friendſhip, which I con- 
ceived for vou, the firſt Moment I ſaw you, 
and which is grown ſtronger by the Favour 
vou have done me, kept me in ſuſpence, to 
knaw, whether | ſhould give you the Satis- 
faction you defire. What Motive can hinder 
it, reply'd the Prince ? and what Difficulties 
do you find in it? [I'll tell you, reply'd the 
Derviſe, the Danger yon are going to expoſe 
your ſelf to, is greater than you believe it to 
be. A great Number of fine Gentlemen, who 
have had as much Bravery and Courage as you 
can have, paſſed by here, aſked me the ſame 


Queſtion you do now; and when I had uſed 
M 2 all 
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all my Endeavours to perſuade them to deſiſt, 
they would not believe me; at laſt I have 
yeilded to their Importunities, and againſt m 
Wil, ſhewed them the Way, and I can of 
ſure you, they have all periſhed, and not one 
came back again; therefore if you have any 
Regard for your Life, take my Advice, go no 
farther, but return Home. 

Prince Bahman perſiſted in his Reſolution, 
I am obliged to you, ſaid he to the Derviſe, 
for the Friendſhip you expreſs for me, but will 
not believe, that your Advice is fincere ; But 
whatever the Danger may be, you tell me of, 
nothing ſhall make me —_ my Intent; whc- 
ever attacks me, I am well arm'd, and can 
ſay, I am as brave as any one: But they who 
ſhall attack you, are not to be ſeen, reply'd 
the Derviſe, for there are a great many of 
them; How will you defend your ſelf againſt 
inviſible Perſons ? It's no Matter what you ſay, 
anſwered the Prince, you ſhall not perſuade 
me from my Defign ; and fince you know 
the Way, I conjure you once more, to tell me, 
and not refuſe me that Favour, 


When the Derviſe found he could not pre- 


vail upon Prince Babman, and that he was ob- 


ſtinately bent ro purſue his Journey, notwith- Þ 


ſanding the wholeſome Advice he gave him, 
he put his Hand in a Bag, that lay by him, 
and pulled out a Bowl, which he preſented 
to him. Since I cannot get you to hear me, 


and take my Advice, ſaid he, take this Bowl, 


and when you are on Horſe-back, throw it 
before vou, and follow it to the Foot of a 
Mountain, where it will top. As ſoon as the 


Bowl tops, light, and leave your Horſe wy 
the 
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the Bridle over his Neck, and he'll ſtand in 


the ſame Place till 2 return. As you go 1 


the Hill, you will ſee on your right and left 


Hand, a great Quantity of large Chalk-ſtones, 


and will hear on all Sides of you, confuſed 
Voices, which will fay a thouſand injurious 
Things to you, to diſcourage you, and prevent 
your climbing up the Hill : But you muſt 
have a Care, eff 

all things, not to turn your Head and look 
behind you; for in that Inftant that you do, 
you will be changed into ſuch a Stone, as thoſe 
you ſee, which are all ſo many Gentlemen, 
who have fail'd in this Enterprize. If you 
eſcape the great Danger, which I give you but 
a ſlight Deſcription of, that you might think 


of it, and get to the Top of the Mountain, 


you will ſee a Cage, and in that Cage is the 
Bird you ſeek ; aſk him for the Singing Tree 
and Yellow Water, and he will ſhew you 
where they are. I have nothing more to ſay, 
ſince I have told you what to do, and what 
Danger you muſt avoid; but if you would 


believe me, you would take my Advice, and not 
expoſe your Life. Confider once more, while 


you have time, that the Condition is almoſt 


'E| inſuperab'e, fince it is almoſt impoſſibe to arm 


your ſelf againſt that Surprize, as you may 
well comprehend. 


I am very much obliged to you for your 
Advice, reply'd Prince Bahmar, after he had 
received * 

however, PIl endeavour to conform my ſelf 


Bowl, but cannot follow it; 


to that Part of it, which bids me not look 
behind me, and hope to come and ſee you a- 


gain ſoon, and than 
got 


you be afraid, and above 
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got what I am in Search after. After theſe 
Words, to which the Derviſe made no other 
Anſwer, than, that he ſhould be overjoyed to 
ſee him again, he mounted his Horſe, took 
his Leave of the Derviſe, with a low Boy, 
and threw the Bowl before him. 

The Bowl rowled away, and at the laſt had as 
much Strength as when Prince Babman firſt de. 
livered it out of his Hand, which obliged him 
to put his Horſe to a good Pace, to follow it, 
and when it came to the Foot of the Moun- 
tain it ſtopp'd, as the Derviſe ſaid. The Prince 
light from off his Horſe, which never ſtir'd 
off the Spot; and having firſt look'd up the 
Mountain, and ſeen the black Stones, after: 
wards began to climb up it, but had not gone 
four Steps, before. he Heard the Voices, tho' 
he bald tee no Body : Some ſaid, Where's 
that raſh Man going? What would he have? 
Don't let him paſs. Others, Stop him; catch 
him ; kill him; and others again, as loud as 
Thunder, Ah, Thief! Au, res! Aſs! Af. 
ſaſſin l while ſome in a gibing Tone ery'd, No, 
no; don't hurt him ; Jet the pretty Thing 
paſs ; we keep the Cage and Bird for him. 

Notwithſtanding all thoſe troubleſome Voi- 
ces, Prince Bahman mounted with Courage 
and Reſolution; kut the Voices increafing their 
Noiſe both behind and before him ; at f 1 he 


was frighten'd ; his Legs trembled under him; 


he reel'd, and preſ-ntly found, that all bis] 


Strength and Courage failed him, he forgot 


the Derviſe's Advice, turned about to run down | 
the Hill, and was that Inſtant changed into a 
black Stone which Metamorphofis had hap- 
pen'd to many more befides him, who had 


at- 
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attempted the ſame Thing. His Horfe like- 
wiſe underwent the ſame Fate. 

From the Time of Prince Bahman's Depar- 
ture the Princeſs Parizade always wore the 
Knife and Sheath in her Girdle, and pull'd it 
out ſeveral Times in a Day, to know whe- 
ther her Brother was alive? and oftentimes 
ſhe and Prince Periz, who often aſk'd her, what 
News, diſcourſed together on that SubjeR. 

Oa the fatal Day, Prince Bahman was me- 
tamorphoſed into a Stone, as Prince Perviz and 
the Princeſs were talking together in the Even- 
ing, as uſual, the Prince deſired his Siſter to 

ull out the Knife, to know how their Brother 

id. The Princefs pulled out the Knife, and 
looking upon it, and ſeeing the Blood run 
down 8 Point, was ſeized with ſo much Hor- 


' ror and Grief, that ſhe threw it down. Ah! 


my dear Brother, cry'd ſhe, I have been the 
Cauſe of your Death, and ſhall never ſee u 
more! How unhappy am I ! Why did 1 tet 
you of the Talking Bird, Singing Tree, and 
Yellow Water ; or rather, what Matter of 
Importarce was it to me, to know, whether the 
Religious Woman thought this Houſe ugly 
or handſome, or complete or not? I wiſh to 
Heaven, ſhe had never addreſſed her ſelf to 
me, Deceitful Hypocrite, added ſhe, is this 
the Return thou hat made me, for the Kind 
Reception | gave thee? Why didit thou tell 
me „ Bird, a Tree, and a Water? which all 
imaginary, as I am perſuaded they are, by 
my dear Brother's Death, yet diſturb me, and 
all by thy Inchzntment. 


M. 4. Prince 
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Prince Perviz was as much afflited at the 
Death of Prince Bahman, as the Princeſs, but 
not to waſte Time in needleſs Regrets, as he 
knew by the Princeſs Sorrow, that ſhe ſtill 
paſſionately defired the Poſſeſſion of the Talk- 
ing Bird, Singing Tree, and the Golden Wa- 
ter, he interrupted her, and ſaid, Our Regret 
and Tears for our Brother Batman, are all 
vain and uſeleſs, fince all our Grief cannot 
reſtore him to Life again; 'tis the Will of 
Heaven, and we muſt ſubmit to it, and adore 
the Decrees of the Almighty, without ſearch- 
ing into them. Why ſhould you now doubt 
. the Truth of what the holy Woman told 
vou? Do you think, ſhe ſpoke to you of three 
Things, that were not in being? and that ſhe 
invented that Story on purpoſe to deceive you, 
who had given her no Cauſe to do ſo ? fince 
you received her with all the Bounty and Ci- 
vility poſſible ? let us rather believe, that our 
Brother's Death is owing to ſome Fault or Ac- 
cident, which we cannot imagine; and there- 
fore it ought not to prevent us from purſu- 
ing what we do and ought to wiſh for. | 
offer to go card poor and am in the ſame 
Mind and Readineſs ſtill; his Example has 
no Effect upon my Reſolution z to Morrow 
I'll go my ſelf. | 

The Princeſs did all ſhe could to diſſuade 
Prince Perviz off this Journey, conjuring him, 
not to expoſe her to the Loſs of two Brothers: 
But he wasreſolved, and all the Remonſtrances 
ſhe could urge, had no Effect upon him. Before 
he went, that ſhe might know what Succe ſs 
he had, he left her, as his Brother had done, 
a Knife, a Necklace of an hundred Pearls, 

| | telling 
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telling her, that if they would not run, when 
ſhe told them upon the String, but remain 
fix'd, that ſhould be a certain Sign, he had 
undergone the ſame Fate as his Brother ; but 
at the ſame Time told her, he hoped, that 
would never happen, but that he ſhould have 
the Happineſs to. ſee her again to her utmoſt 
Satisfaction. 

Prince Pervix, on the twentieth Day from his 
ſctting out, met with the ſame Derviſe in the 
ſame Place his Brother Babman had done be- 
fore him. He went directly up to him, and 
after he had: ſaluted him, aſked him, if he 
could tell him where to find the Talking Bird, 
Singing Tree, and the Golden Water. The 
Derviſe made the ſame Difficulties and Remon- 
ſtrances he had done to Prince Bahman, tellin 
him, that a young Gentleman, who very — 
teſembled him, had been with him, within a 
ſnort Time, that overcome by his Importunity, 
and preſſing Influence, he had ſhe un him the 
Way, by giving him a Guide, and had told 
him, how to behave himſelf to ſucceed ; but 
withal, that he had never ſeen him ſince, 
and never diſputed, but he had the ſame Fate 
as many more had undergone.. 

Good Derviſe, anſwered Prince Perviz, F 
know whom you 2 of; he was my Bro- 
ther, and I am informed of the Certainty of 
his Death, but know not what it was. I can 
tell, reply'd the Derviſle ; he was changed in- 
to a black Stone, as all I ſpeak of have been, 
and you ought to expect the ſame, unleſs your 
obſerve more exactly than he has done, the 
good Advice rh” in Caſe you perſiſt 
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in your Reſolution, which I once more in. 
treat you to defiſt from, 

Derviſe, ſaid Prince Perviz, I cannot enough 
expreſs, how much I am obliged to you for 
the Care you take of my Life, fince I am a 
Stranger to you, and have done nothing to 
deſerve ſo much Good Will: But I muſt tell 
you, I have deliberated too long upon this En- 
terprize, to quit it now; therefore beg of you, 
to do me the ſame Favour you have done my 
Brother. Perhaps, I may have better Succeſs, 
and may follow the Directions expect from 
you. Since I cannot prevail with you, ſaid 
the Derviſe, nor perſwade you not to under- 
take, what you have ſo obſtinately reſolved 


on; if my Age did not prevent me, and | 


could ſtand, I would get up to reach you a 
Bowl, I have hear, which will ſhew you the 
Way. | 
| then this, the Prince light off his Horſe, 
and went up to the Derviſe, who took a Bowl 
out of his Bag, in which he had a great 
many others, and gave it him, with the ſame 
Directions he had given Prince Bahman. 
Prince Perviz thanked the Derviſe, and when 
he had mounted his Horſe, and taken his 
Leave, he threw his Bowl, When the Bowl 
came to the Bottom of the Hill, it ſtopp'd, 
and the Prince got off his Horſe, and ſtood 
ſome time to re-colle& upon the Derviſe's Di- 
rections, and then began to walk up with a 
Reſolution to reach the Top; but before he 
had gone about ſix Steps, he heard a Voice be- 


hind him, which ſeemed to be very ncar him, 


ſay, in an Inſulting Tone, ſtay, raſh youth, that 
| may puniſh thee for thy Boldneſs. 
*% Upon 
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Upon this Affront, the Prince forgetting 
the Derviſe's Advice, clapt his Hand upon 
his Sword, and drew it; and turned about to 
revenge himſelf, but had ſcarce Time to ſee, 
that no Body followed him, bef:re he and 
his Horſe were changed into Black Stones. 

In the mean Time, the Princeſs Parizadey 
ſeveral Times a Day, after her Brother Per- 
viz ſet out, flung over her Neck lace, which 
ſhe generally held in her Hand, and failed 
not every Night, ſhe went to Bed, to do the 
ſame, and tye it about her Neck, and in the 
Morning count over the Pearls again. 

The Day, that Prince Perviz was changed 
into a 3tone ſhe was pulling over the Pearls, 
as as ſhe uſed to do, when all of a ſudden 
ſhe could not ſtir them, and never diſputed, 
but that it was a certain Token, that the 
Prince, her Brother was dead : But as ſhe 
had determined before, what to do, in Caſe 
it ſhould ſo = en, ſhe loſt no Time in out- 
ward ſhews o Grief which ſhe diſguiſed as 
much as poſlible ; but having armed, and 
diſguiſed her ſelf in Man's Apparel, ſhe took 
Horſe the next Morning, having told her 
Servants, ſhe ſhould return in two or three 
Days, and took the ſame Road her Brothers 
had done before her. 

The Princeſs, who had been uſed to ride 
on Horſe-back in Hunting, ſupported the 
Fatigue of ſo long a Journey, better than 
other Ladies could have done, and as ſhe 
made the ſame diys Journeys as her Brothers, 
ſhe met with the Derviſe on the twentieth, 
When ſhe came near him, ſhe light off her 
Horſe, and leading him by the Bridle, went 
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and ſat down by the Derviſe, and after ſhe 
had ſaluted him, ſhe ſaid, Honeſt Man, will 
you give me Lea ve to fit by you? and do me 
the Favour to tell me, if you have not heard, 
that there are ſome-where, hereabouts, a 
Talking Bird, Singing Tree, and: Golden 
Water. | 

Madam, anſwered the Derviſe, fince b 
your Voice, I know you to be a Woman dif- 
guiſed in. Man's Apparel, I. thank you for 
your Complement, and, receiving the Honour 

ou do me with a great deal of Pleaſure, I 
. the Place very well, where theſe Things, 
you ſpeak of, are to be found: But what makes 
you aſk-me this Queſtion ? 

Good Derviſe, reply'd the Princeſs, I have 
had ſuch an Advantageous. Relation of them 
given me, that I have a great defire to have 
them. Madam, reply'd the Derviſe, you have 
been told the Truth ; theſe things are more 
fingular, and ſurprizing, than they. have been 
repreſented to you; but you have not been 
acquainted with the inſurmountable Difficul- 
ties to obtain them. If you: had been infor- 
med of them, you would not certainly have 
undertaken ſo dangerous and troubleſome an 
Buterprize. Take my Advice, and don't go 
any farther, and don't urge me to contribute 
towards vour- Ruin. 

Good Father, ſaid the Princeſs, I have 
come a great way, and ſhould be ſorry to re- 
turn back again, without executing my De- 
ſi gn. You talk of Difficulties, and my running 
in Danger of my Life; but you do not tell 
me, what thoſe Difficulties are, and wherein 
the Danger. lies, which is what JI deſite to 
L tis >: 3 know, 
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know, that I may confider on it, and know, 
whether I bave Courage and Reſolution e- 
nough to undertake it, 

Then the Derviſe repeated to the Princeſs 
Parizade, what he had ſaid to the Princes Bah- 
man and Perviz, exaggerating upon the Dit- 
ficulties in climbing up to the Top ot the 
Mountain, where ſhe was to mak her elf 
Miſtreſs of the Bird, which would inform 
her of the Singing Tree, and Golden Wa- 
ter. The Noiſe and Clamour, of the ter- 
rible threatning Voices, which ſhe would hear 
on all Sides of her, without ſeeing any Bo- 
dy, and in ſhort, the great Quantity of black 
Stones, the only Objects moſt capable of 
ſtriking Terror into her, or any other Per- 
ſon, to reflect, that thoſe Stones were ſo 
many brave Gentlemen, metamorphoſed into 
that Form and Subſtance, for not obſerving 
the principal Directions for a Perſon to ſuc- 
ceed in that Undertaking,. which was not to 
look behind them. before they had got Poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Bird and Cage. 

When the Derviſe had done, the Princeſs 
reply'd, By what I comprehend from your 
Diſcourſe, the Difficulty of ſucceeding in 
this Affair is, firſt the getting up to the 
Cage. without being frightned at the terrible 
voices I ſhall hear; and Secondly, not to 
look behind me; For this laſt, I hope J 
ſhall be Miſtreſs enough of my ſelf to ob- 
ſerve it: As to the Firſt, I own, that thoſe 
Voices, ſuch as you repreſent them to be, are 
capable of ſtriking, Terror into the moſt Un- 
daunted: But as in all Enterprizes and Dan- 
gers, every one may uſe Art and Manage- 

ment 
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ment, I defire to know of you, if I may 
make uſe of one of great Importance. And 
what is that Management you would make 
uſe of, ſaid the Derviſe. To oy my Ears ſo 
hard with Cotton, anſwered the Princeſs, that 
| may not hear the Voices, and by that 
means, prevent the Impreſſion they may make 
upon my Mind, and that I may not loſe the 
ule of my Reaſon, 

O Madam, reply'd the Derviſe, of all the 
Perſons, who have addrefled themſelves to 
me, to know the Way, I don't know, that 
ever, any one made uſe of what you propoſe : 
But this I know, they all periſhed. If you 
perſiſt in your Defign, you may make the Ex. 

riment; but I would not have you expoſe 
your ſelf to the Danger. 

What! reply'd the Princeſs, not perfift in 
my Defign ? I am ſure I ſhall ſucceed, and am 
reſolved to try the Experiment; therefore 
only want to know which Way I muſt go, 
which is a Favour I conjure you not to re- 
fule me. The Derviſe exhorted her again, 
to conſider well, what ſhe was going to do; 
bur finding her reſolute, he took out a Bowl, 
and preſenting it to her, ſaid, Take this 
Bowl ; and when you have mounted your 
Horſe again, throw it before you, and fol- 
low it till it ſtops, at the Bottom of the Moun- 
tain, and there light off your Horſe ; you 
know the reſt ; but be ſure to remember what 
I have told you. | 

After the Prince Parizade had thanked the 
Derviſe, and taken her Leave of him, ſhe 
mounted her Horſe, threw the Bowl wo 
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her, and followed it till it ſtopt at the. Foot 
of the Mountain. 

The Princeſs light off her Horſe, topped 
her Ears with Cotton, and after ſhe had well 
examined the way ſhe was to go, to get up 
to the Top, ſhe began, with a moderate Pace, 
and walk'd up with Intrepidity. She heard 
the Voices, and perceived the great Service 
the Cotton was to her. 'The higher ſhe went 
the louder the Voices ſeem'd; but were not 
capable of making any Impreſſion on her. She 
head a great many affrooting, baſe Things, 
which were very diſagreeable to a Woman, 
which ſhe only laughed at. I mind not, ſaid 
ſhe to her ſelf, all that can be ſaid; I only 
laugh at them, and ſhall purſue my Way, At 
laſt ſhe got ſo high, that ſhe began to per- 
ceive the Cage and Bird, which endeavoured, 
with the Voices, to fright her, crying in a 
Voice as loud as them, notwithſtanding the 
Smallneſs of its Sue, Retire Fool, and come 


no higher. 
The Princeſs incouraged more by this Ob- 


ject, redoubled her Haſte, when ſhe ſaw her 


ſelf juſt at her Journey's End, and got to the 


Top ofthe Mountain, where the Ground was 


all level and even; and running directly to 
the Cage, and clapping her Hand upon it, 
cry'd, Bird, Bird, I have got thee, in Spite 
of thee, thou ſhalt not eſcape me. 

While Princeſs Parizade was puliing the 
Cotton out of her Ears, the Bird ſaid to her, 
Brave Lady, be not angry with me, for en- 
deavouring to preſerve my Liberty; for tho 
kept in a Cage, I was content with my Con- 


dition; but fince I am deſtined to be a Slave, 
: I would 
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I would rather be yours, than any other Per- 
ſon's in the World, fince you have obtained 
me ſo courageouſly : From this Inſtant, I ſwear 
an univerſal Fidelity to you, and an intire 
Submiſſion to vour ESD E know, who 
you are, and can tell you, it is- what you do 
not know your ſelf ; but the Time will come, 
when I ſhall do ou a Piece of Service, which. 
I hope you will be oblig'd to me for ; and for 
a Prof of my Sincerity, tell me what you 
defire, and I am ready to obey you, 
The Princeſs's Joy was the more inexpreſ- 
fible, becauſe the Conqueſt ſhe had made, 
had coſt her the Lives of two beloved Bro- 


thers,, and given her more Trouble and Fa- 


tigue, than ſhe could have imagined 3 not- 
withſtanding, what the Derviſe had repre- 
ſented to her. Bird, ſaid ſhe, it was my In- 
tention to have told you, I wiſh for a great 
many Things, which are of the laſt Impor- 
tance to me; and am overjoy'd, that you have 
your own ſelf prevented me firſt. I have 
been told, that there is a Golden Water not 
far off, the Ne of which, is very won- 
derful, and above all Things, I want. to know, 
where it is. The Bird ſhewed her the Place, 
which was juſt by, and.ſhe went and filled a 
little falver Flagon, ſhe had brought along. 
with her. Then ſhe ſaid to the Bird, Bird, 
th's is not enough, I.want alſo the Singing 
Tree; tell me, where it is. Turn about. ſai 

the Bird, and you will fee a Wood behind 
ou, where you will find the Tree; The 
rinceſs went into the Wood, and by the har- 
monious Concert ſhe heard, ſhe ſoon knew 


the Tree, which ſhe found ſo large, 5 
al 
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ſaid to the Bird, which ſhe always carried a- 
long with her, Well, now, Bird, I have 
found this Tree, I know not what to do with 
it, fince I can neither carry it, nor pull it up 
by the Roots. 1 2 the Bird, It is enough, 


that you break off a Branch, and carry it to 
lant in your Garden ; it will take Root as 
Ko as it is clapt into the Earth, and in a 


little, Time, will grow to as fine a Tree, as 


this you ſee. 

When the Princeſs Parizade had the three 
Things in her Hand, which the Religious 
Woman had told her of, and ſhe conceived 
ſo great a Deſire of, ſhe ſaid again to the 
Bird, All that thou haſt done for me yet, 
Bird, is not enough; thou haſt been the 
Cauſe of the Death of my two Brothers, who 
ought to be among the Black Stones, I ſaw, 
as I came up the Hill; and I want to take 
them Home along with me. | 

The Bird would feign have been diſpenced 
with, from ſatisfying the Princeſs in this 
Point, and indeed made ſome Difficulty to do 
it, Bird, ſaid the Princeſs, remember you 
told me, that you were my Slave, and in ſhort, 
thou art ſo ; and thy Life is in my Diſpoſal. 
I cannot deny the Truth, anſwered the Bird, 
but altho', what you now aſk of me, is a more 
Difficult Thing than all the reſt, yet I will 
do it for you. Caſt your Eyes about you, ad- 
ded he, and look if you can ſee a little Pit- 
cher. I ſee it already, ſaid the Princeſs. Take 
it then, ſaid he, and going down the Hill, 
ſpill a little of the Water, that is in it, up- 
on every Black Stone, and that will be the 
Way to find your Brothers again. 


The 
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The Princeſs Parizade took up the Pitcher, 
Cage and Bird, Flagon of Golden Water, 
and the Branch of the Singing Tree, and 
as ſhe went down the Hill again, ſpilt a little 
of the Water on every Black Stone, which 
was changed immediately cither into a Man, 
or Horſe ; and as ſhe did not miſs one Stone, 
the found both her Brothers, as well as a 
great many fine Gentlemen, and all their 
Horſes. She preſently knew Prince Bahman, 
and Prince Perviz, as they did likewiſe her, 
and all ran to embrace each other, expreſſing 
a great Amazement. What do you here, Bro. 
thers, ſaid ſhe ? They told her, they had been 
aſleep. Yes, reply'd ſhe, and if it hd not 
been for me, perhaps, might have ſlept for 
ever! Don't you remember, that you came 
here, for to fetch the Talking Bird, Singing 
Tree, and the Yellow Water? and did not 
ou fee, as you came along, a great many 
lack Stones ? See if there be any now. If you 
defire to know, how this Miracle was perform- 
ed, continued ſhe, ſhewing the Pitcher, which 
ſhe ſet down at the Foot of the Mountain, it 
was done by the Virtue of the Water, which 
was in this Pitcher, with which I ſprinkled e- 
very Stone ;for, added ſhe, after I had made 
this Talking Bird my Slave, by his Directions, 
found out the Singing Tree; a Branch of 
which, I have now in my Hand, and the 
Yellow Water, which this Flagon 1s filled 
with; But being ſtill unwilling to return 
Home without you, I conſtrained the Bird 
by the Power I had over him, to afford me 
the Means, upon which he told me where to 
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find this Pitcher, and the uſe I was to make 
of it. 

Prince Bahman and Prince Parviz, knew 
by this diſcourſe, the Obligation they had 
to the Princeſs their Siſter, and all the other 
Gentlemen were all ſo ſenſible of theirs, to 
the Princeſs, that, far from envying her Hap- 
pineſs in the Conqueſt ſhe had made, and 
they all aſpired to, they thought, that they 
could not any otherwiſe acknowledge the Fa- 
vour ſhe had done them, in reftoring them to 
Life again, than by declaring them all her 
Slaves, and that they were ready to obey her 
in whatever ſhe ſhould . 
Sentlemen, reply'd the Princeſs, if you 
had given any Attention to my Diſcourſe, 
you might have obſerved, that I had no o- 
ther Intention in what I have done, than to 
find out my Brothers again; therefore, if you 
have recejved any Benefit, you have no Obli- 
gation to me for it, and have no other 
Share in your Compliment, than what com- 
mon Civility requires, and return you my 
Thanks, as | ought 5; moreover, I look up- 
on you in every Particular, as free Perſons 
now, as you were before your Misfortunes, 
and rejoice with you for the Benefit and Hap- 
pineſs, which happened to you, on my Ac- 
count: But let us ſtay no longer, in a Place 
where we have nothing to detain us, but 
mount our Horſes, and return to our own 
Homes. 

The Princeſs Parizade ſhewed them the 
way firſt, and went, and took her Horſe, 
which ſtood in the ſame Place where ſhe left 
him, Before ſhe mounted, Prince Pahman. 
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who would help her, defired her to give 
him the Cage to carry. Brother, reply'd the 
Princeſs, the Bird is my Slave, and [I'll car. 
ry him my ſelf ; but there's the Branch of the 
Singing Tree, if you will take the Pains to 
carry that; but hold the Cage, while I get 
on Horſe-back. When ſhe had mounted her 
Horſe, and Prince Batman had given her the 
Cage, ſhe turned about and ſaid to Prince 
Perviz, Brother, I leave the Flagon of Gol- 
den Water to your Care, if it will not be too 
great a Trouble for you to carry. 

When Prince Bahman and Prince Perviz, and 
all the Gentlemen, had mounted their Hor. 
ſes, the Princeſs Parizade waited for ſome of 
of them, to lead the Way firſt. The two 
Princes paid that Compliment to the Gentle- 
men, and they again to the Princeſs, who 
finding, that none of them would accept of 
the Honour, but that it was reſerved for her, 
addrefled her ſelf to them, and ſaid, Gentle- 
men, I expect, that ſome of you ſhould lead 
the Way; to which one, in the Name of the 
reſt, reply'd, Madam, were we Strangers to 
pow being a Woman, yet after what you 

ave done for us, there is no Honour we 
would not willingly pay you, notwithſtand- 
all your Modeſty ; therefore defire, you will 
not deprive us any longer of the Happineſs 
of following you. | 

Gentlemen, ſaid the Princeſs, I don't de- 
ſerve the Honour you do me, and accept of 
it only becauſe you defire it. At the ſame 
Time ſhe led the Way, and the two Princes, 
and Gentlemen, followed her without the 
leaſt Diſtinction. 

| This 
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This illuſtrious Company call'd upon the 
Derviſe, as they paſſed by, to thank him for 
his good Reception, ind wholeſome Advice, 
which they all found very fincere ; but he 
was dead : But whether old Ape, or that he 
was no longer neceſſary to ſhew the Way to 
the obtaining the Three Rarities, which the 
Princeſs Parizade was poſſeſſed of, they were 
doubtful in. Afterwards they — their 
Way, but leflen'd in their Numbers every 


Day : The Gentlemen taking their Leaves 


handſomely, and teſtifying their Obligations 
to the Princeſs; who, with her Brothers, 
made the beſt of their Way. 

As ſoon as the Princeſs came Home, ſhe 
laced the Cage in the Garden, juſt by the 
Hall 3 and the Bird no ſooner began to ſing, 
but he was ſurrounded by Nightingales, Chaf- 
fiaches, Goldfinches, Larks, Linnets, and a 
great many other Sorts of Birds. As for the 
Branch of the Singing Tree, it was no ſooner 
ſer in the midſt of the Parterre, ſome Diſtance 
from the Houſe, but it took Root, and ina 
little Time, became a large Tree; the Leaves 
of which, in a ſhort Time, gave as harmoni- 
ous a Concert, as thoſe of the Tree, from 
which it was gathered. As to the Flagon 
of the Yellow Golden Water, a large Marble 
Baſon was made in the midſt of another Par- 
terre, and when it was finiſhed, the Princeſs 
poured all the Yellow Water, that was in the 
Flagon, into it, which increaſed, and ſwell'd 
ſo much, that it ſoon reached up to the 
Edges of the Baſon, and afterwards formed 


a Fountain twenty Foot high, which fell a- 
gain 
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gain into the Baſon, without a Drop run. 
ning over. 

The News of theſe Wonders was preſently 
ſpread abroad in that 'Neighbuurhood ; and 
as the Doors of the Houic, and thole of the 
Gardens, were ſhut to no Bod), great Bands 
of Peaple came to admire them. 

Some Das after that, the Princes Bahman 
and Perwz, had recovered themſelves, of the 
Fatigue of their Journey, they began to re- 
new their former Way of living; and as their 
greateſt Diverſion was Hunting, they mount- 
ed their Horſes and 'went, not in their Park, 
but two or three Leagues from their own 
Houſe 3 but as it happened, that they had 
made Choice of the lame ſpot of Ground, 
where the Sultan of Perſia was then hunting; 
When they perceived it, they left of their 
Chaſe, and retired, to avoid meeting him; 
but for all their Care, and Caution, the 
chanced to chop upon him, in ſo ſtreight — 
narrow a Way, that they could not turn 
back, without being ſeen. In their Surprize, 
they bad only Time to proſtrate themſelves 
before the Sultan, without lifting up their 
Heads to look at him. The Sultan, who ſaw 
they were well mounted and drefled, had the 
Curiofity to ſee their Faces; therefore ſtopt, 
and commanded them to riſe. The Princes, 
when they roſe up, ſtood before the Sul- 
tan ,with ſo eaſy an Air, and at the ſame 
Time, with ſo great Modeſty, that the Sul- 
tan took ſome Time to view them from Head 
to Foot, before he ſpoke: And after he had 
admired their good Air and Mein, he aſk- 


ed 


© 


I 
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ed them, Who they were ? and where they 
lived? | 

Sir, ſaid Prince Bal man, we are the Sons 
of your Majeſty's late Intencant of your Gar- 
dens, and we live in a Fouſe, which he 


built, a little before he died, for us to live 


in, till we ſhould be fit to ſerve your Ma- 
jeſty. 

By what I perceive by you, reply'd the 
Sultan, you love Hunting. Sir, anſwered 
Prince Babman, it is our common Exerciſe, 


your Majeſty's Subjects, who intend to bear 


Arms, or ſerve in your Wars, ought not, ac- 
cording to the Cuſtoms f the Kingdom, to 
neglect. The Sultan charmed with ſo pru- 
dent an Anſwer, ſaid, Since it is ſo, I ſhould 
be glad to ſce you hunt ſome w:1d Beaſt 5 
make choice of which you pleaſe. 

The Princes mounted their Horſes again, 
followed the Sultan; but had not gone 
far, before they ſaw a great many wild Beaſts 
together. Prince Bakhman choſe a Lion, and 
Prince Perviz a Bear; and purſued them with 
ſo much intrepid Courage, that the Sultan 


was ſurprized. In ſhoit, they darted_ their 


Javelins with ſo much Skill, and Addreſs, 
that they pierced, the one his Lion, and the 
other his Bear, quite thro' and thro”, that the 
Sultan ſaw them die with his own Eyes. Im- 
mediately afterwards Prince Bahman purſued 


2 Bear and rince Perviz another Lion, and, 


killed them in a ſhort Time, and would have 
beat out for freſh Game, but the Sultan, 
who would not let them, ſent to them, to 
come to him. When they came nigh enough, 
that they could hear him, he ſaid, If I would 


haye 
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have given you Leave, you would foon haye 
deſtroyed all my Game: But it is not that 


which I would preſerve, but your Perſons ; 


for | am ſo very well aſſured of your Brave. 
ry, which may one Time, or other, be ſer. 
viceable to me, that from this Moment, your 
Lives will be always dear to me. 

The Sultan Khoſrouſchah, in ſhort, conceiy. 
ed ſo great a Kindneſs for the two Princes, 
that he invited them, at that Time, to go 
and make him a Viſit: To which Prince Bab- 
man revly'd, your Majeſty does us an Honour 
we do not deſerve ; and therefore we beg 
you will excuſe us. 

The Sultan, who could not comprehend, 
what Reaſon the Princes could have to re- 
fuſe this Token of his Favour, aſked, and 
prefled them to tell him, why they excuſed 
themſel ves. Sir, ſaid Prince Bahman, we have 
a Siſter, with whom we live in ſo perfect 
an Union, that we do nothing before we con- 
ſult her, nor ſhe any Thing without aſking 
our Advice. I commend yonr Brothcrly A- 
greement, anſwered the Sultan. Conſult your 
Siſter, and meet me here to Morrow a hunt- 
ing, and give me an Anſw@r. | 

The Princes went Home, but not only for- 

ot to ſpeak of their Adventure in meetin 
the Sultan, and hunting with him, but to fell 
the Princeſs, how he had invited them to go 
Home with him, but yet did not the next 
morning fail to meet him at the place ap- 

ointed. Well, ſaid the Sultan, have you 

poke to your Siſter; and has ſhe conſented 

to the Pleaſure I expect of ſeeing you at my 

Palace. The two Princes looked at each wr 
an 
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and bluſhed. Sir, ſaid Prince Bahmanwe, beg of 
your Majeſty, to excuſe us; for both my Bro- 
ther, and I, forgot. Then remember to Day, 
reply'd the Sultan, and be ſure to bring me 
an Anſwer to Morrow. 

The Princes were guilty of the ſame Fault 
a ſecond Time; yet the Sultan was ſo good 
natured, as to forgive their Negligence: But 
to prevent their Forgetfulneſs the third Time, 
he pulled three Gold Bullets out of a Purſe, 
and put them into Prince Bahman's Boſom. 
Theft Bullets, ſaid he ſmiling, will pre vent 
your forgeting a third Time, fince the Noiſe 
they will make by falling on the Floor, when 


you undreſs your ſelf, will remind you in cate 


— ſhould forget. And Indeed, the Thing 


appened out, as the Sultan foreſaw it would; 


and without theſe Bullets the Princes had nor 
thought of ſpeaking to their Siſter of this Af- 
fair; for as Prince Bahman unlooſed his Gir- 


dle to go to Bed, the Bullets * on the 


Floor, and thereupon he ran into Prince Per- 


viz's Chamber, and both went into the Prin- 


ceſs Parizad:'s Apartment, before ſhe was got 
into Bed, and after they had aſked her Par- 
don, for coming at ſo unſeaſonable a Time, 
they told her all the Circumſtances of their 
Meeting the Sultan. 

The Princeſs Parizade was ſomething ſur- 


prized at this News. Your Meeting with the 
Sultan, ſaid ſhe, is very happy and honou- 


rable, and in the End may be very advan- 


tageous to you, but may be ill for me. "Twas 


upon my Account, I know, you refuſed the 


Sultan, and I am infinitely obliged to you for 


t, and find your Friendſhip is perfectly con- 
, N FOR fiſting 
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fiſting with mine, fince you would rather be | 
uilty of ill Manners towards the Sultan, than | 
— in upon the Brotherly Union we have 
ſworn to each other: You judged right; for 
if you had once gone, you would inſenſibly 
have been engaged to leave me to go and 
pay your ReſpeCts to him: But do you think 
it an eaſy Matter, abſolutely. to refuſe the 
Sultan, what he ſo earneſtly deſires; for Sul- 
tans will be obeyed in their Defires, and it 
may be dangerous to oppole them ; therefore 
if to follow my Inclination, I ſhould diſuade 
you from ſhewing your Complaiſance he ex- 
pects from you, : he may expoſe you to his 
— and 2 render my ſelf, and 
you, miſerable. Theſe are my Sentiments ; 
but before we conclude on. any Thing, let us 
conſult the Talking Bird, and hear what he 
| ſays. He is Penetrating, - and has promiſed 
his Aſſiſtance in all Difficulties. 
| The Princeſs Parizade ſent for the Cage, 


and after ſhe had related. the Fact to the 
Bird'in the Preſence of her Brothers, ſhe aſk- 
ed him, what they ſhould do in thoſe per- 
| lexed Circumſtances? The Bird anſwered ; 

The Princes your Brothers'muſt conform with 
| the Sultan's Pleaſure, and in their Turn, in- 
vite him to come and ſee your Houſe. t 
1 Bat Bird, reply'd the Princeſs, my Bro- a 
1 thers and l love one another, and our Friend- te 
[| ſhip is unparallelled : Will not this Step be h 
| injurious to that ay ag ? Not at all, re- u 
| ply'd the Bird, but it will become ſtronger ci 
i thereby. Then anſwered the Princeſs, The 2 
| Sultan ſhall ſee me. The Bird told her, it th 
| f | 2 
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was neceſſary he ſhould, and that every 
Thing would go better afterwards, 


The next Morning the Princes met the 


Sultan a hunting, who, when he came near 
enough to them, to be heard, aſked them if 
they had remembred to ſpeak to their Siſter ? 
and was anſwered by Prince Bahman, Sir, your 
Majeſty may diſpoſe of us as you pleaſe ; we 
are ready to obey you ; for we have not only 
obtained our Siſter's Conſent, with a great 
deal of Eaſe, but ſhe took it amiſs, that we 
ſhould pay her that Deference, in a Matter 
wherein our Duty to 2 Majeſty was con- 
cerned: But you are ſo good, that if we have 
offended, we hope you will pardon us. Don't 
be uneaſy upon that Account, reply'd the 
Sultan, I am ſo far from taking what you 


have done amiſs, that I approve of it, and 


hope you will have the ſame Deference and 
Attachment to my Perſon, for the little Share 
I have in your Friendſhip. The Princes con- 


founded at the Sultan's Goodneſs, returned 


no other. Anſwer, but by a low Bow, to 
ſhew the great Reſpect, with which they re- 


ceived it. 


The Sultan, contrary to his uſual Cuſtom, 


did not hunt long that Day ; he judged, that 
the Princes Wit, was equal to their Courage 
and Bravery, and longed, with Impatience, 
to be more at Liberty to diſcourſe with them ; 
he made them ride on each Side of him, 
which Honours, without ſpeaking of the prin- 
cipal Courtiers, was envied by the Grand Vi. 


zier, who was very much mortified to ſee 


them preferred before him, 


N 2 When 
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When the Sultan entred his Capital, the 
Eyes of the People, who ſtood in Crowds 
in the Streets, were fixed only upon the 
two Princes, Bahman and Perviz, and they 
were earneſt to know, who they might be, 
whether Foreigners or Natives ? 

However, they all wiſhed, that the Sultan 
had been blefled with two ſuch handſome 
lovely Princes; and ſaid, he might have had 
Children as old, if the Sultaneſs had not had 
ſuch Misfortunes in her Lyings in. 

The firſt Thing, that the Sultan did, when 
he arrived at his Palace, was to carry the 
Princes in to the principal Apartment, who 
praiſed, with Judgment, the Beauty and 
Symmetry of the Rooms, and the Richneſs 
of the Furniture, and Ornaments. After- 
wards a magnificent Repaſt was ſerved up, 
and the Sultan made them fit at the ſame 
Table with him, which they, at firſt, refu- 
ſed, but finding, that it was his Pleaſure, they 
at laſt obeyed. 

The Sultan, who had himſelfa great deal of 
Wit, and had made a confiderable Progreſs in 
the Arts and Sciences, and particularly in Hi- 
tory, foreſaw, that the Princes out of Mo- 
deſty, and Reſpect, would not take the Li- 
berty of beginning any Converſation ; there- 
fore to give them an Opportunity, he fur- 
niſhed them with Subject all Dinner Time; 
but whatever they talked on, they ſhewed ſo 
much Wit, Judgment, and Diſcernment, that 
he was ſtruck with Admiration. Were theſe 
my own Children, ſaid he to himſelf, and 1 
had given them all. the Education ſuitable 


to their Births, they could not have been 


2 


better 
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better inſtruted, or known more: In ſhort, 
he took ſo great a Pleaſure in their Conver- 
ſation, that after having ſat at Table longer 
than uſual, he went into his Cloſet, where 
he diſcourſed a long Time with them, 
and at laſt ſaid to them, I never believ- 
ed, that there were young Gentlemen in 
the Country, who had ſo much Wit and Po- 
liteneſs; and I never was better pleaſed in 
my Life, with any Converſation: But it is 
Time now we ſhould regale our Senſes 
with ſome Diverſions of my Court; and as no- 
thing is more capable of enlivening the Mind, 
than Muſick, you ſhall hear a Vocal and In- 
ſtrumental Conſort, which may not be difa- 
greeable to you. | 

The Sultan no ſooner ſpoke for them, but 
the Muſicians, who had Orders to attend, 
entered, and anſwered very well the Expecta- 
tions the Princes hid entertained of their 
Abilities. After the Conſort, an extraordina- 
ry Play was acted, and the Entertainment was 
concluded by ſome excellent Dancers, both 
Men and Women. 

The two Princes 2 Night draw on a- 
ace, ptoſtrated themſelves at the Sultan's 
K. and having firſt thanked him for the 
Favours, and Honour they had received, aſk'd 
his Leave to retire, which was granted them 
by the Sultan, who ſaid, I give you my Leave 
to go; but remember, I brought you-to my 
Palace, my ſelf, to ſhew you the Way; and 
the oftner you come, the welcomer you ſhall 
4 and you will do me the greater Plea- 
ure, 


N 3 | Be. 
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Before they went out of the Sultan's Pre- 
ſence, Prince Bahman ſaid, Sir, ſhall we be 
ſo bold, as to beg of your Majeſty, to do us, 
and our Siſter, the Favour, next Time you 
paſs near our Houſe a hunting, to call to reſt 
and refreſh your ſelf, after the Fatigue : It 
is not worthy your Preſence ; but Monarchs 
ſometimes have vouchſafed to take Shelter in 
a Hut. Gentlemen, reply'd the Sultan, your 
Houſe cannot be otherwiſe than beautiful, 
and worthy of you. l'll call and ſee it with 


| Pleaſure, which will be the greater, to have 


you, and your fair Siſter, to be my Hoſts, 
who is already dear to me, before I have ſeen 
her, from the Account you give me of the 
rare Qualities with which ſhe is endowed; 
and this Satisfaction I'll defer no longer than 
till to Morrow: Meet me to Morrow Morn- 
ing early, at the fame Place, where I firſt ſaw 
you ; and then you fhall be my Guides, 
When the Princes, Bahman and Perviz went | 


Home, they gave the Princeſs Parizade an 


Account of the honourable Reception the Sul- | 
tan had given them ; and withal, told her, | 
that they had invited him, to do them the 
Honour, as he paſſed by, to call at their} 
* and that he had appointed the next 

ay. | 
if it be ſo, reply'd the Princeſs, we muſt F 


think preſently of preparing a Repaſt fit for 
his Majeſty: and for that End, I think, it 


would be proper we ſhould confult the Talk- | 
ing Bird; he will tell us, perhaps, what 
Meats the Sultan likes beſt. The Princes ap- 
proved of her Thought, and after they re- 
tired, ſhe conſulted the Bird alone. = 
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ſaid ſhe, the Sultan will do us the Honour 
to Morrow, to come and ſee us, and our 
Houſe, What ſhall we entertain him with ? 
Tell us what we ſhall do to acquit our ſelves, 
in the moſt handſom Manner poſſible. 

Good Miſtreſs, reply'd the Bird, you have 
excellent Cooks, let them do the beſt they 
can; but above all Things, let them prepare 
a Diſh of Cucumbers, ſtuffed full of Pearls, 
which muſt be ſet beſore the Sultan in the 
firſt Courſe, before all other Meats. | 

Cucumbers ſtuffed full of Pearls! cry'd 


Princeſs Parizade, with Amazement; ſurely, 


Bird, you don't know what you ſay; 'tis an 


unheard of Diſh: The Sultan may admire it 
for a Piece of Magnificence ; but he will want 
ſomething to eat, and not to admire Pearls: 
But moreover, where ſhall I get Pearls e- 
nough for ſuch a Diſh. 

Miſtreſs, ſaid the Bird, do what I bid you, 
and do not be uneaſy at what ſhall happen. 
As to the Pearls, go early to Morrow Morn- 
ing, to the Foot of the firſt Tree, on your 
right Hand, in the Park, and dig under it, 
and you will find what you want, | 

That Night the Princeſs ordered a Gardi- 
ner to be ready to weit on her; and the next 
Morning early, took bim with her, and cat- 
ried him to the Tree the Bird told her of, 
and bid him dig about a Foot deep. When the 
Gardiner came to the Depth, he found ſome 
Reſiſtance with the Spade, and preſently diſ- 


covered a Gold Box, about a Foot Square, 


which he ſhewed the Princeſs. This, ſaid 
ſhe, is what I brought thee for; take Care 


not to hurt it with thy Spade. | 
N 4 When. 
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When the Gardiner took up the Box, he 
gave it into the Princeſs's Hands, who, as it 
was only faſt ned with little Haſps, ſoon open- 
ed it, and found it full of Pearls, of a mode- 
rite Size. Very well ſatisfied with having 
found this Treaſure, after ſhe had ſhut the 
Box again, ſhe clapt it under her Arm, and 
went into the Houſe, while the Gardiner 
threw the Earth into the Hole, and laid the 
green Turf on again, as before. 

The Princes, Pahman and Perviz, who, as 
they were dreſſing themſelves in their own 
Apartments, ſaw the Princeſs, their Siſter, 
in the Garden, earlier than uſual : As ſoon 
as they could get dreſſed, they went to go 
to her, and met her, as ſhe was coming back, 
with a Gold Bax under her Arm, which ve- 
ry much ſurprized them. Siſter, ſaid Pah- 
man, you carried nothing with you, when we 
ſaw you before with the Gardiner, and now 
we ſee you have got a Golden Box: Was this 
Treaſure found by the Gardiner, and did he 
come and tell you of it ? 

No, Brother, anſwered the Princeſs, I car- 
"ried the Gardiner to the Place where this Cof- 
fer was hid, and ſhewed him where to dig: 

But you will be more amazed, when you ſee 
what it holds. 

The Princeſs opened the Box, and when 
the Princes ſaw the conſiderable Quantity of 
Pearls, which, tho' ſmall, were of great Va- 
lue, they aſked her, how ſhe came to the 
Knowledge of this Treaſure ? The Princes, 
as they returned back to the Houſe, =o 
them an Account of her conſulting the Bird, 


as they had agreed ſhe ſhould, and the An- 
ſwer 
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{wer he gave her, to prepare a Diſh of Cu- 
cumbers, ſtuffed full of _ and how he 
hid told her, where to find this Box. The 
Princes and Princeſs raiſed a great many Con- 
jectures, to penetrate into what the Bird could 
mean by ſuch a Diſh; and tho” they could not 
by any means gueſs at his R-aſon for ſo doing, 
they nevertheleſs followed his Advice. 

As ſoon as the Princeſs got into the Houſe 
ſhe called for the Head-Cook ; and after ſhe 
had given him Direction about the Enter- 
tainment for the Sultan, ſhe ſaid to him, Be- 
fides all this, you mult dreſs an extraordinary 
Diſh for the Sultan's own Eating, which no 
Body elſe muſt touch beſides your (elf. This 
Diſh muſt be Cucumbers ſtuffed with theſe 
Pearls; and at the ſame Time ſhe opened the 
Box, and ſhewed him the Pearls. 

The chief Cook, who had never heard of 
ſuch a Diſh, ſtarted back, and ſhewed, by his 
Looks, his Thoughts, which the Princeſs pe- 
netrating into, {:id, I ſee thou takeſt me to 
be mad, to order ſuch a Diſh; but thou muſt 
know, I have my Reaſons for ſo doing; there- 
fore go and do the beſt thou canſt, and bring 
me back what Pearls are left, The Cook 
made no reply, but took the Box and went 
away, And afterwards the Princeſs gave Di- 
rections to all the Servants, to have every 
thing in Order, both in the Houſe and Gar- 
dens, to receive the Sultan, 

The two Princes went to the Place appoin- 
ted; and as ſoon as the Sultan of Perſia came, 
they began a Chaſe, which laſted till the 
Heat of the Sun obliged them to leave off; 
and while Prince Babman ſtayed to conduct 
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the Sultan to their Houſe, Prince Pervix rode 
before to inform the Princeſs Parizade, who 
had been told, by ſome Servants before, and 
was ready to receive him. 

When the Sultan entred the Court Yard, 
and light at the Porch, the Princeſs Pari- 
zade came and threw her ſelf at his Feet, and 
the two Princes informed him, ſhe was their 
Siſter. — 

The Sultan ſtooped to help her up, and af. 
ter he had gazed ſome Time on her Beauty, 
and was dazzled with her good Mien, noble 
Air, and a Jene Scai Quoi, which ſeemed fo- 
reign to a Country Life, he ſaid; The Bro- 
thers are worthy the Siſter, and ſhe. worthy 
of them; and to judge of her Senſe by her 
Perſon, lam not amazed, that the Brothers 
would do nothing without her Conſent : But 
added he, 1 hope to be better acquainted with 
you, Madam, after I have ſeen the Houſe. 
Sir, ſaid the Princeſs, it is only a plain 
Country-Houſe, and fit for none but ſuch 
People as we are, who live retired from the 
World : It is not to be compared with the 
Houſes in great Cities, much leſs with ſuch 
2 magnificent Palace as yours. I am of anc- 
ther Opinion, ſaid the Sultan, very obliging- 
ly; for by its firſt Appearance, it ſeems other- 
wiſe. However, I won't paſs my Judgment 
any farther upon it, till I have ſeen it all; 
therefore be pleaſed to conduct me thro' the 
Apartments. 

Then the Princes led the Sultan thro' all 
the Rooms but the Hall, who after he had 
conſidered them very attentively, was migh- 
tily taken, both with them and their Furni- 
ture. My fair one, ſaid he to the Princeſs Pa- 

| rizade, 
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rade, do you call this a Country-Houſe 7 
The fineſt, and largeſt Cities would ſoon be 
deſerted, if all Country-Houſes were like 
yours. I am not at all ſurprized, that youtake 
ſo much Delight in it, and deſpiſe the Town 
fo much : Now let me fee, if the Gardens be 
anſwerable to the Houle. 

The Princeſs opened a Door into the Gar? 
den; and the firſt Object, which preſented 
it ſelf to the Sultan's View, was the Golden- 
Fountain. Surprized at ſo rare a Sight, he 
aſked, from whence that wonderful Water,. 
which gave him ſo much Pleaſure, had its 
Riſe ? and by what Art it was made to play 
ſo high, that nothing in the World was to- 
be compared to it? and ſaid he would, by 
and by, take a nearer View of it, 

Then the Princeſs led him to the Spot 
where the Harmonious Tree was planted 5 
and there the Sultan heard a Conſort, which 
was different from, and exceeded all the- 
Conſorts he had ever heard in his Life ; and 
Kopping to ſee where the Muficians were, 
he could diſcern no Body, either far or near; 
but ſtill heard the Muſick diſtinctly, which 
raviſh'd his Senſes. My fair one, ſaid he to 
the Princeſs Parizade, where ate the Muſicians ? 


Are they under Ground, or invifible in the 


Air; for certainly, ſuch excellent charming 
Voices, will not run the Hazard of being 


| ſeen, for fear they ſhould pleaſe too much. 


Sir, anſwered the Princeſs ſmiling, 'tis the 
Tree, your Majeſty ſees before you, and not 
Muſicians, which form this Conſort ; and if 
you. will give your felf the Trouble to go 2 


lttle- 
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little nearer to it, you will not doubt of it; 
and the Voices will be the more diſtin, 

The Sultan went nearer, and was ſo charm- 
ed with the ſweet Harmony, that he could 
have ſtay'd for ever, to hear it; but that 
his Defire to ſee the Fountain of Yellow Wa- 
ter nearer, forc'd him away. Fair one, ſaid 
he, tell me I pray you, whether this wonderful 
Tree was found in your Garden by Chance, or 
if it wasa Preſent made you from ſome Foreign 
Country? For certainly, it muſt have come 
a great way off, otherwiſe, curious as Iam 
of theſe Rarities, I ſhould have heard of it? 
What Name do you call it by ? 

Sir, reply'd the Princeſs, this Tree has no 
other Name than that of the Singing Tree, 
and is not a Native of this Country. It will 
be too long to tell you here the Adventures 
relating to it, the Yellow Water, and the 
Talking Bird, which your Majeſty may ſee 
after the Golden Water; but if it may be 
agreeable. to your Majeſty, after you have re- 
freſh'd your ſelf, and recovered the Fatigue 
of Huniing, which was the greater, be- 
cauſe of the Sun's intenſe Heat, you ſhall 
hear it. 

My fair one, reply'd the Sultan, my Fa- 
tigue is ſo well recompenſed, by the wonders 

ou have ſhewn me, that I am not in the 
feat weary, but am impatient to fee the Yel- 
low Water, and admire the Talking Bird. 
When the Sultan came to the Yellow Wa- 
ter, his Eyes were fixed ſtedfaſtly upon the 
Fountain, that he could not take them off; 
at laſt, addreſſing himſelf to the Princeſs, he 
faid, As you tell me, fair Qne, that this Wa- 

ter 
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ter has no Spring, nor Communication here- 
about, by any Means whatſoever, I appre- 
hend, that it is Foreign, as well as the Sing. 
ing Tree. 

Sir, reply'd the Princeſs, it is as your Ma- 
jeſty ſays, and to let you know, that this 
Water has no Communication with any Spring, 
I muſt tell you, that the Bafon, 1s one intire 
Stone, hew'd out in that Form : But what 
your Majeſty may think moſt wonderful, is, 
that all this Water proceeded but from one 
Flagon full, which I threw into this Baſon, 
which increaſed of it ſelf to the Quantity you 
ſee, ( a particular Quality of this Water ) and 
form'd this Fountain. Well, ſaid the Sultan, 
going from the Fountain, this is enough far 
one Time; I promiſe my ſelf the Pleaſure to 
come and viſit it very often; but now, let us 
go ſee the Talking Bird. 

Going towards the Hall, the Sultan per- 
ceived a 1 Number of Singing Birds, 
in the Trees thereabouts, and aſked, Why 
there were ſo many there, and none on the 
other Trees in the Garden? The Reaſon, 
Sir, anſwered the Princeſs, is, becauſe they 
come from all Parts about, to wy the Talk- 
ing Bird company, which your Majeſty may 
perceive in a Cage, juſt by the Window of 
the Hall we are going into; and if you do 
but mind, you will perceive, that his Notes 
are ſweeter than all the Birds, even the 
Nightingal's. 

The Sultan went into the Hall; and as 
the Bird kept ſinging, the Princeſs raiſed her 
Voice, ſaid, My Slave, here's the Sultan, pay 
your Complement to him. The Bird — 
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off finging that Inſtant, and ſaid, The Sul. 


tan is welcome here; God proſper him, and 
prolong his Life. To which the Sultan re- 
p'y'd, as he was fitting down at the Table, 
ird, I thank thee, and am overjoyed to 
find in thee, the Sultan, and King of Birds. 
As ſoon as the Sultan ſaw the Diſh of Cu- 
cumbers ſet before him, he reached out his 
Hand, and took one; but when he cut it, 
he was in an extream Surprize, to find it ſtuf- 
fed with Pearls, What Novelty is this, ſaid 
he? and with what Deſign were theſe Cu- 
cumbers ſtuffed thus with Pearls? fince Pearls 
are not to be eat? then he looked at the two 
Princes, and the Princeſs, to aſk them the 
Meaning of it; when the Bird interrupting 
him, ſaid, Can your Majeſty be in ſo great 
an Aſtoniſnment at Cucumbers ſtuffed with 
Pearls, which you ſee with your own Eyes, 
and yet could ſo eafily believe, that the Sul. 
taneſs your Wife was delivered of a Dog, a 
Cat, and a Piece of Wood. I believe it, re- 
ly'd the Sultan, becauſe the Midwives aſ- 
red me of it. Thoſe Midwives, Sir, re- 
ply'd the Bird, were the Sultaneſs's Siſters, 
who envious of her Happineſs, in being pre- 
ferred by your A before them, to ſatiſ- 
fy their Envy an evenge, have abuſed 
your Majeſty ſo c—_ If you interrogate 
them, they will confeſs their Crime. The 
Two Brothers, and the Siſter, whom you ſee 
before you, are your own Children, which 
were expoſed, and received by the Intendant 
of your Gardens, who provided Nurſes for 
them, and took care of their Education. 


This 
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This Diſcourſe of the Bird's preſently clears 
ed up the Sultan's underſtanding. Bird, cry- 
ed he, I eafily believe the Truth, which thou 
diſcovereſt to me. The Inclination and Ten- 
derneſs, I have alway: had for them, tell me 
but too plainly, they are my own Blood. 
Come then, my Children, and embrace me, 
and let me give you the firſt Marks of a Fa- 
therly Tenderneſs. Then he roſe up, and af- 
ter having kifled the two Princes, and the 
Princeſs, and mingled his Tears with theirs, 
he ſaid, I now embrace you as my own Chil- 
dren of the Royal Blood of the Sultans of 
Perſia, whoſe Honour and Glory, I am per- 
ſwaded, you will maintain; and not as the 
Children of the Intendant of my Gardens; 
to whom J have been very much obliged for 
preſerving your Lives. 

After ihe two Princes and the Princeſs had 
embraced mutually, with an intirely new Satiſ- 
faction, the Sultan ſat down at the Table a- 
gain with them, and preſſed them to eat; 
and when they had done, he ſaid, My Chil- 
dren, you know me to be your Father; to- 
Morrow I will bring you the Sultaneſs, your 
Mother ; therefore 3 to receive her. 

Afterwards the Sultan mounted his Horſe, 
and returned, in all Haſte, to his Capital, 
where the firſt Thing he did, as ſoon as he 
light, was, to command his Grand-Vizier 
to take out a Proceſs againſt the Sultaneſs's 
two Siſters, and take them, and have them 
examined, and interrogated ſeparately ; and 
accordingly they were try'd, and condemned 
to be quartered, which Sentence was put in 

Execution immediately, 


In 
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In the mean Time the Sultan Khoſrouſchah, 
followed by all the Lords of his Court, who 
were then preſent, went to- the Door of the 
great Moſque; and after he had taken the 
Sultaneſs out of the ſtrict Confinement, ſhe 
had Languiſhed under, for many Years, he 
ſaid to her, with Tears in his Eyes, and em. 
bracing her in the miſerable Condition ſhe 
was then in, I come, Madam, to aſk your 
pardon for the injuſtice I have done you, and 
to make you the Reparation I ought to do; 
which I have begun, by puniſhing the Per- 
ſons, who put the abominable Cheat upon 
me; andl hope, you will look upon it as ſuf- 
ficient, when I preſent to you two accom: 
pliſhed Princes, and a charming lovely Prin- 
ceſs, our Children, and reſtore you to your 
former Honours. All this was done and ſaid 
before great Crowds of People, who imme- 
diately ſpread the News throughout the 
Town. 

The next Morning early, the Sultan and 
Sultaneſs, whoſe mournful Weeds were chang- 
ed into magnificent Habits, went with all 
their Court to the Houſe built by the In- 
tendant of the Gardens, where the Sultan 

reſented the Princes, Balman and Pervix, and 


the Princeſs Parizade, to the Sultaneſs. Theſe 


Madam, ſaid he, are the two Princes your 
Sons, and this Princeſs your Daughter ; 
embrace them with the ſame Tenderneſs 1 
have done, fince they are worthy, both of 
me and you. Then Tears flowed plehtifully 
down their Cheeks, at theſe tender Embra- 
ces, eſpecially, the Sultaneſs's, for the Joy of 
having two fuch Princes for her Sons, 7 

| uc 
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ſuch a Princeſs for a Daughter, after the Af- 
flictions ſhe had endured upon their Ac- 
counts. | 

The two Princes and the Princeſs prepared 
a magnificent Repaſt for the Sultan and Sul- 


— and their Court, As ſoon as that was. 


over, the Sultan led the Sultaneſs into the 
Garden, and ſhewed her the harmonious 
Tree, and beautiful Fountain. As for the 
Bird ſhe had ſeen him in his Cage; and the 
Sultan had ſpared no Panegyrick in his Praiſe, 
during the Repaſt. 

When there was nothing to detain the Sul- 
tan any wt, he took Horſe again, and with 
the Princeſs, Bakman and Perviz, on his right 
and left Hand, and the Sultaneſs and the 
Princeſs following them, preceded and fol- 
lowed by all the Officers of his Court, ac- 
cording to their Poſts, returned back to his 
Capital, Crowds of People came out to meet 
them, and with Acclamations of Joy, uſher- 
ed them into the City, where all the Peo- 
ples Eyes were not only upon the Sultaneſs, 
the two Princes and the Princeſs, but alfo 
upon the Bird, which the Princeſs carried be- 
fore her in his Cage, and who by his ſweet 
Notes, had drawn Flocks of all Sorts of Birds 
about him, which followed him, by flying from 
Tree to Tree, and from one Houſe Top to 
another; and nothing was to be ſeen, and 
heard all that Night, but Illuminations, and 
Acclamations of Joy, from the Palace, to the 
utmoſt Parts of the Town. 


The Sultan of the Tydizs could not but ad- 
mire the prodigious Memory of the * 
neſs 
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neſs his Wife, who had entertained and di- 
verted him ſo many Nights with ſuch new 


and agreeable Stories, that he believed her 
Stock was inexhaultible, 


A thouſand and one Nights had paſſed 
away in theſe agrecable, and innocent Amuſe. 
ments, which contributed ſo much towards 
removing the Sultan's fatal Prejudice againſt 
all Women; and ſweetning the Violence of 
his Temper, that he conceived a great E- 
ſteem for the Sultaneſs Scheherazade, and was 
convinced of her Merit and great Wiſdom, 
and remembred with what Courage ſhe ex- 
. her ſelf voluntarily to be his Wife, 

nowing the fatal Deſtiny of the many Sul. 
taneſſes before her. 


Theſe Confiderations, and the many rare 
Qualities he knew her to be Miſtreſs of, in- 
duced him at laſt to forgive her. I ſee love- 


ly Scheherazade, ſaid he, that you can ne- 


ver be at 2 loſe for thefe Sort of Stories to 
divert me ; therefore I renounce, in your Fa- 
vour, the cruel Law I had impoſed on my 
ſelf; and I will have you to be looked up- 
on, as the Deliverer of the many Damſels | 
had reſolved to have ſacrificed to my unjuſt 
Reſentment. 


The Sultaneſs caſt her felf at his Feet, 
and embraced them with the Marks of a 
moſt lively and fincere Acknowledgment. 


The Grand Vizier was the firſt that learn- 
ed this agreeable News from the * 3 
outh, 


Mouth, which preſently was carried to all 
the Towns, and Provinces; and gained the 
Sultan, and the lovely Scheherazade, the Bleſ- 
ſings of all the People of the large Empire 
of the Indies. 


The End of the Twelfth and laſt Vo- | 
lume of the Arabian Nights Entertain- 
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